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Above, Ishwar Harris (religious studies) discusses early
Christianity in Religion East and West.
The single photograph ofMcGaw Chapel stretch
ing overfront and back covers is by College photographer
M att Dilyard. He spotted the interesting detail o f the
stone and the shadow o f the cross while walking up
University to his office in Scovel Hall one afternoon, and
he knew we were looking for a cover connected with the
theme o f religious studies. The inset photograph of
students pouring out o f the old chapel is by Edward
A m ’31, one o f a set he took in the ’60s to create a slide
show fo r alumni. The combination illustrates and
acknowledges what is affirmed elsewhere in this issue:
the past is part of the present.
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This is what Wooster looked like, at least once a week,
for nearly seventy o f its hundred and twenty-four years.
(Memorial Chapel was dedicated in 1902 and tom
down in 1969.)

Without Apology
by Peter Havholm

he weekly Religious Studies Table is an
opportunity for students — mostly
majors — and faculty in the depart
ment to talk informally about matters
of mutual concern. Occasionally, speakers from
outside the College are heard or student- or
faculty-prepared papers are read. The group
meets in one of the little rooms off Lowry’s
main dining room, from six to seven, right after
the Newman Club.
On a February evening this year, major
Greg Phlegar ’90, chair of the table planning
committee, took some care in introducing the
three points the majors wished to raise. The
committee had discussed the matter at length,
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he said, and they wanted to be sure the faculty
understood that the occasion arose from the
students’ constructive concern about the
department and what it was doing. “I hope
what comes out of tonight remains for the most
part positive,” he concluded. There would be
no mud-slinging; that was not what this was
about.
“This” was about the majors’ concern
that there be a student voice in shaping the
department’s overall direction as determined by
its impending appointments of two persons
(one tenure-track, one leave-replacement); that

the department has a “pre-seminary” curricular
slant; and that it lacks upper-level courses
(except surveys) dealing with religions other
than Christianity.
Several of the meeting’s qualities
impressed an observer. First, the way in which
the students’ concerns were presented and, for
the next half-hour, discussed, promoted pre
cisely the kind of conversation Phlegar had
asked for. There was spirited give-and-take;
there was no animosity. There was firm dis
agreement, yet no argument was ad hominem.
Second, it was clear very soon that this
was no attack on the citadel; the students really
were constructively concerned about the
department. They wanted to share their con
cerns in the form of an honest offer of assist
ance. No one was sarcastic. No one was self
consciously subversive.
The department’s faculty who were
present handled themselves in such a way as to
make possible an unusually interesting and
fruitful faculty-student discussion about cur
riculum. This was perhaps the least surprising
part of the meeting, because liberal arts college

INTRODUCTION
teachers yearn for students capable of raising
such concerns articulately.
The students clearly cared deeply about
the meaning of their education and about the
feelings of those who were teaching them.
They managed also to be articulate and persua
sive. Over the course of the discussion, too,
they seemed to be listening hard as well as
talking carefully.
To a degree, the article beginning on
page six engages the students in dialogue,

The focus narrowed to the current
department o f religious studies.
though they and their teachers hardly need
Wooster s help. That seemed the real import of
the meeting, finally: the study of religion at the
College is a living, lively business, still
changing.
Originally, the plan was to organize this
issue around the theme of the College and the
church. After further reflection, the focus was
narrowed considerably to the current depart
ment of religious studies and its graduates. We
will return to the broader topic in a future
issue, for there is much more to be said about
the changing relationship between Wooster and
the church in whose name it was founded. But
the present turned out to be complex enough
for one issue.
Inger Forland ’87 reflects on the com
ments of more than fifty alumni and alumnae
who majored in religious studies beginning on
Page fourteen, and my accompanying piece
surveys the studies and classrooms of the 198990 religious studies faculty. You will notice that
both of these articles devote significant atten
tion to the tension between critical thinking as
it is valued and taught in 1990 and Wooster's
founding identity as an evangelical Christian
institution.
It seemed appropriate, therefore, to offer
m this space an hypothesis about the evolution
of Wooster’s relationship to the church. The
aim is to encourage further thought on the
matter, not to arrive at a definitive conclusion.
It is not the case that the mere passage
of time accounts for the difference between
Wooster’s attitude about the church now and its
attitude in (say) 1920. Wooster chose con
sciously, at its founding and in numerous reaf
firmations, not to seal itself off from its sur
rounding culture. As the culture changed,
therefore, Wooster chose to change, too.
Similarly, the culture moved toward its
Present religious pluralism for good reason. As
Sydney Ahlstrom points out in A Religious
History of the American People (1972), plural
ism “has been struggling to be born ever since
this country was formally dedicated to the
Proposition that all men are created equal.”
The process by which a culture arrives at
its understandings of right and wrong must
have at least two parts. One part articulates fun
damental principles like “All men are created
equal.” The other part works out — often over

a long period of time — the practical meanings
of the principle. For example, which persons
does “men” include?
While learning that “men” includes
women and persons of color over the last two
hundred years, we have also learned that
“equal” precludes the proselytizing which was
an accepted part of Wooster’s identity for so
long. Wooster was once whole-heartedly a part
of the Student Volunteer Movements campaign
to “evangelize the world in this generation.”
Indeed, our fifth president, J. Campbell White
(1915-19), came to the College from the
general secretaryship of the Laymen’s
Missionary Movement, a powerful force in that
campaign.
But as William R. Hutchison, Harvard
historian of religion in America, has written,
“For mainstream Protestantism the changes
have been as distinct and irreversible [since the
days of the Student Volunteer Movement] as
the historical forces, such as the end of colo
nialism, that have induced them. By the same
token, from the new vantage point it appears
that the widespread acceptance of proselytism
in Protestant thinking depended heavily upon
two sets of conditions that no longer obtain
with anything like their nineteenth-century
force: the historical condition of Western domi-

any longer to sink into certainty in the old style
of righteousness. Though there may be many
other causes of our modern religious plural
ism, surely one is that we know of so many
certainties that have caused unimaginable
suffering.
After the long lesson of the twentieth
century, we are left certain only that certainty is
dangerous, and it may take another century to
learn what new kind of faith can supplant that
anxious, ironic position. In the meantime, it
seems to me, Wooster has chosen neither to be
the Christian college it was in 1920 nor to
become secular. Instead, the College’s
Presbyterian heritage remains a fully acknowl
edged part of the present, through Westminster
Church and the religious studies requirement,
of course, but also through a host of other
signs, from the Holy Bible on the College seal
to Baccalaureate to the hymns and prayers at
opening convocation. These are not invitations
to give up one’s present beliefs and adopt
Presbyterianism, but neither are they empty
signs.
In the last few years, several outsiders
have confirmed that Wooster has the reputa
tion, by no means typical of independent col
leges anymore, of living up to its word. “The
last bastion of idealism,” someone called us
recently. Wooster does not teach “Presby
terianism” any more, but it continues to display

We are left certain only that
certainty is dangerous.

Inger Forland '87 is a copywriter for history, philosophy,
and classics titles at Oxford University Press in New
York.

nance and certain intellectual or presuppositional conditions that allowed free play to reli
gious and cultural absolutism” (“Protestant
Attitudes toward Mission” in Pushing the Faith,
ed. Martin Marty and Frederick Greenspahn
[New York: Crossroad, 1988]).
Too many of the cataclysms of this
bloody century arose from religious and
cultural absolutism to allow observant persons

its sense of the value of the spirit through the
medium of the Presbyterian tradition, and it
does so without apology.
Elsewhere in this issue, the inaugural
event for the Aileen Dunham Chair in History
provides the opportunity for three members of
the faculty to discuss teaching, another crucial
aspect of Wooster’s identity. It was not easy to
persuade these members of the history depart
ment to allow their remarks to be printed, but
the general interest and the quality of what
they had to say made us particularly deter
mined to prevail over their shy objections.
As John Finn explains beginning on page
twenty-two, if A1 Van Wie ’52 had been the shy
type, his service on the NCAAs Division III
committee would have made neither waves nor
a difference. He isn’t, however, and there is
therefore a story to be told.
Members of the Wooster family have
been telling stories that have made their way
into print since shortly after the founding of
The University of Wooster. Wooster’s attention
to your work has been sporadic, recently, and
we inaugurate on page thirty a regular column,
conducted by Nancy Grace (English), to rectify
that situation.
Finally, we would like to draw your atten
tion to what may be the most sensational
picture we have yet published. It is on page thir
ty-two, and it’s not for the faint of heart. S3

3

LETTERS

Understanding
W ooster’s Purpose

E

ditor:

Though distant from Wooster, I
have been aware that there has been
much change in recent decades at the
college. The moving factors were a mystery to
me. Bill Pocock’s “The Making of a Board”
came as an illumination. The new directions at
Wooster have been the outcome, clearly, of a
studied and resolute reconstitution of the
Board of Trustees from within. Bill narrates
how in a few years of well-planned action he
with a few colleagues fdled the board with
ardent and dedicated trustees recruited from
his own corporate world of business and
industry.
For all I know such takeovers may have
occurred often in the past. To use the rules of
recruitment to weight a board is not illegal, nor
immoral, nor in this case was it devoid of any
praiseworthy results. These trustees of the
Pocock period brought energy and new talents
to the college, transformed the campus archi
tecturally, and maintained the per capita endow
ment that makes study at Wooster a privilege.
There is little doubt that they improved the effi
ciency of college administration. The accom
plishments of these able trustees who ran the
college for a quarter century are not to be
belittled.
Nevertheless, in my opinion coups that
slant boards of trustees toward a single profes
sion should not become a tradition at Wooster.
Use of the tactic is not culpable but neither is it
wise. It is no way to create a great liberal arts
institution. To limit the counsel available to the
college to the insight and values of one profes
sional class is to limit in the long run the wis
dom of the college itself.
No nominee to a board of trustees can
bring to a college, of course, a perfectly ade
quate preconception of its work. Trustees bring
from what some call “the real world” their vari
ous work-habits and their various mental mod
els of what good governance of a college might
be. Different metaphoric understandings of a
college approve themselves to doctor, lawyer,
merchant, chief. Many trustees of the past have
joined the board, Fm sure, with a deep-rooted
notion that a college is like a church. (I confess
to participation in something of that view.) One
institution I could name seems to be run on the
assumption that a college is like a book club;
another, that a college is like a country club.
Read the autumn issue of Wooster carefully and
you will read between the lines, and even in the
lines, that a college is like a business: the goals
of a college and of a corporation are not distin
guished and the methods of sound business
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administration are assumed to be directly appli
cable to a college.
The idea that a college is a kind of busi
ness is not inferior to other outside understand
ings. In some respects the similarity is actual,
the concept true. But in equally important
aspects a college is not like a business, and
ignorance of the difference can bring harm. In
the last issue’s articles I miss any awareness
that running a college like a corporation has its
dangers. Even in Stanley Gaulfs eloquent state
ment of the ideals of his leadership I do not
find a sense that his work with Wooster may
require of him much that his well-run
Rubbermaid does not.
My mission here is to remind our
trustees of certain deep differences between
business-industrial organizations and institu
tions of higher education, and to aigue that the
corporate executive to make his trusteeship
fruitful must subject his business perspective
thoughtfully to a higher perspective that is
available to him.
The question “What shall we produce?”
is not an interminable quandary in the busi
ness life. Firm and exact and lasting answers to
the question are soon established. The busi
ness recruit in academia is not prepared by his
experience for the burden of continuous tor
menting reconsideration on this elusive matter
or the difficulty of the related question of
whether the college’s product, once conceived,
is actually being produced. In business life the
question of ‘W hat product?” is already halfanswered by consumers. Business begins nec
essarily with a public want and with a scheme
to meet it. Research and preliminary planning
may be necessary, but when production begins
the processes of industry have a beautiful lucid
ity of purpose and of structure, and objective
standards are available by which both perform
ance and products can be judged.
The characteristic worry in business is
not what to produce, but producing better than
competitors who are trying to perform the
same economic function. The producer of that
other mousetrap is a person truly of one’s own
genre who is never to be absent from one’s
mind. Stanley Gault manifests this kind of deep
concern in his alert surveillance of how
Wooster is operating in the context of other col
leges. Here again a preconception is operating
that is partly relevant, but there are other con
cerns that deserve even more critical attention.
To a private liberal arts college the world
presents no such definite starting-point and no

such clear demand to define its work. A good
college has to establish its own goal and pursue
it on the basis of its own conviction. Only the
possession of some distinct vision of the nature
and end of higher education justifies the exis
tence — and the chaiges — of a private col
lege. State colleges on the whole set out to give
the world what it wants; private colleges can
and should aspire to give the world what it
needs.
What the world really needs is a ques
tion that is infinitely complex yet infinitely
important in education of the highest sort. All
that can be said that is incontestable is that it
should produce, somewhere, graduates of such
powers of mind that they can lead the world in
rational discussion of that question. Among col
leges that take responsibility for such creative
thought the product of education is in each
case different. Governed by its own values and
its own vision of leadership, each such college
is an enterprise all its own to be judged only in
the light of its own goals. In a sense it has no
competition. The lateral look to its “competi
tors” is less important to its excellence than the
forward look that seeks to maintain sharp
understanding of its own purpose.
Such scrutiny of intentions is a mental
discipline that must not be shirked. A business
board, if it does not take time to ponder deeply
on the special obligations of liberal arts educa
tion, is likely to think in familiar lines and focus
on business values alone. Good education
could then become for it in fact good vocational
preparation. It could even make Wooster the
finest four-year community college in America.
A college differs from a corporation also
in how authority can be exercised within it to
best advantage. The difference should be noted
especially by dynamic boards like the current
ones that are inclined to “govern” in a maximal
sense of that word. The line of command in a
corporation begins with executives who pos
sess wide and relevant skills and broad famil
iarity with the corporate operations. As persons
of broad experience and tempered judgment
they have a right to plan and to expect compli
ance with their plans in all departments. A col
lege or university is a very different field for
governance. Its field, immensely complicated,
is nothing less than the whole of human learn
ing, the entire cultural heritage of humanity.
Very high specialties are involved. No conceiv
able governing body could assemble a supervi
sory competence that would be inclusive. Rule
from above would be on the whole a rule of
ignorance.
An old and wise tradition of our culture
recognizes this fact. By custom governing bod
ies exercise their authority over a campus
through a college president who is himself a
widely learned person and professional educa
tor and moderating influence. Even he rules
with a soft hand. In higher education a high
degree of autonomy is essential. This is not so
only because no one is competent in all fields,
but also because all fields involve the cultiva
tion of the art of thought. Controlled thought is
no thought, a contradiction in terms, a formula
for paralysis. A tightly-controlled college will
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not be a thinking college, nor will it attract live
ly thinkers either to faculty or to its student
body. The boards that rule most do not rule
best. Trustees need to be aware of that fact.
A college differs from a corporation final
ly in its vulnerability to autocracy. Stanley
Gault, who appears to be the antithesis of an
autocrat, cannot say emphatically enough, “The
Board is Responsible"! That is his heartfelt
moral conviction and in line with that feeling
he speaks of all those to whom he feels respon
sible as “stakeholders.” That is a lovely term.
But he cannot speak of stockholders. His board
faces no annual meeting. In the formal polity of
the college, accountability is not a fact. One
board member in seven, of course, is elected by
the alumni, but the dominant truth is that the
trustees are elected by the trustees and com
prise a relatively small self-perpetuating body.
They are responsible only to themselves. If
determined they can perpetuate any tendency
that has become dominant among them. They
can reshape a college around themselves. They
can persist in wisdom or in foolishness. They
can run a policy into the ground.
Trustees who come in from the business
world or any other professional world should
notice this weapon that lies easily at hand and,
out of an ancient wisdom, let it lie unused. A
resource against mischief lies within them
selves. They are not only professional persons
with professional skills and bodies of experi
ence but also highly educated men and women
Z7 in many cases graduates of the college.
They need only to act out of their whole selves,
particularly when selecting new members of
the board. At those times they will then draw in
leaders from the whole spectrum of America’s
professional and intellectual life, not cloning
their own professional selves.
Norvin Hein ’37
Bethany, Connecticut

About Doug Letts’ IS . . .
A couple of letters concerning opinions
on a research project done on Wicca & the
practice/religion” of witchcraft disturbed me
somewhat. I’d like to remind fellow alumni that
the basic job of the college is to teach, encour
age study and research habits, and challenge
young minds to get off their “duffs” and
UO/TRY/LEARN. The challenge is a wonder
ful teaching tool — as I well remember when
Professors “Hutch” and Harold Smith helped
roe straighten out my own faith and beliefs by
assigning me to write a paper “A Magician
hooks at the Miracles of Christ.” (I thought I
roight get tossed out of school for it, but I got a
good grade for the work and thought that went
: — in spite of the fact that it upset some
of the faculty.) With a good portion of the
world’s population trying to kill others, all in
the name of “religion,” in our modern-day
world, it behooves us as rational thinking
Christians not to get caught in the trap of trylng to jump on people just because we do not
agree with their comments. I feel it's unfair to
he religious studies department for us, as
a umni, to fault the faculty for doing their job as

teachers because a student wrote a paper which
a college publication published and we dis
agree with the subject matter. Wooster is a
Liberal Arts College; its faculty are tasked with
being the best teachers they can be. Express
opinion; don’t fault faculty!
I feel uniquely qualified to write this as I
have been a non-Mormon in Utah, got shot at
by the IRA in Cookstown, N. Ireland, have been
a Christian minority member amongst Arabs, a
“Roundeye and Foreign Devil” amongst orien
tals. Further, I augmented my GI Bill earnings
(while supporting a wife) by doing “demonstra
tion-seances,” telling fortunes and the like.
From my experience, anyone with an education
and half a brain who dabbles in the puddle of
the occult will soon realize that those muddied
waters are both unhealthy and dangerous and
will voluntarily quit! Give the students time and
credit due for their efforts and consider what a
horribly boring world this would be if we all
thought exactly alike!
R. G. Schicker ’49
Dover, Delaware
It has been with some interest that I’ve
read the letters to the editor regarding Douglas
Letts ’89 and his IS paper. I applaud the deci
sion of the department of religious studies to
permit freedom of choice for an IS. If education
at Wooster does not help us understand other
viewpoints (whether or not we share them)
when will we ever learn it?
I’ve not read Mr. Letts’ paper but would
expect it to have met departmental/college
standards of research and writing. Censorship
can be such an ugly thing. Where does it stop,
and who sits as judge? That would be the even
bigger issue to deal with.
Martha A. Willman ’77
Sandusky, Ohio
Douglas Letts, the religious studies (not
Christianity!) department, and you deserve
appreciation for his research and your coverage
of witchcraft.
The close-minded attitude of those who
deny the sacredness of another’s religion —
who even assert that certain religions shouldn’t
be approved for independent study — is fright
ening. Witches have not burned Christians.
Witches did not orchestrate an inquisition.
Fanatics may claim to follow the teach
ings of Jesus, but those who truly hold Christ
sacred, and see Him in all humanity, share a
spiritual bond with those whose reverence for
our mother Earth extends to all life on the
planet.
Ignorance, intolerance, and persecution
form a wall that separates humankind.
Research, open-mindedness, and a spirit of
respect for others’ beliefs, nurtured at places
like Wooster, are cracking that wall. Blessed be
those with the courage to question, learn, and
love.
Karen Hogue Harris ‘69
Nashville, Tennessee
I am currently a student at Wooster and
am writing to comment on the letters which
referred to Doug Letts’ (’89) senior IS.
It pains me to see that graduates of this

College can be so closed-minded as to attack
not only Doug but the College as well. Based
upon Wooster’s claims of being an institution of
higher learning, open-mindedness, and diversi
ty, its shocking to see alumni rallying against
an IS which provided insight into witchcraft.
Obviously this is still a misunderstood set of
beliefs, which many confuse with medieval
notions and superstitions. Worse yet is the
implication by some that Doug was “taken in,”
completely disregarding the research devoted
to the subject.
Now I’ve voiced my opinion, which will,
no doubt, only encourage the view that Wooster
has a “spiritual void.” That’s an opinion. I hope
that when I graduate from Wooster, I will be
able to voice my opinion without having to bash
a person or an institution.
Elizabeth C. DoBiesz ’92
Wooster, Ohio

Comments/Addenda
Thank you for your articles on the thea
tre department! Acting in Freedlander, and
especially working with Annetta Jefferson, were
my most memorable experiences during my
all-too-brief time at Wooster
Tim Klein ’88
Wilmington, North Carolina
As the ’90’s come upon us and I look at
Wooster’s sprawling campus and the millions of
dollars invested and the tens of thousands of
students who have graced these halls of learn
ing, I cannot help but exclaim in amazement:
“My Gawd. It all started in grandpaw’s office a
hundred and twenty-three years ago.” (See “A
Worthwhile Activity” in the Fall 1989 issue.)
Phil Flattery ’23
Sunbury, Ohio
Just a note to thank you and Jim
Blackwood ’41 for the nifty piece on those
other illustrious Jims. And a small aside from
one who was there part of the time.
Jim Wise ’41 you always knew was a
musician or something like that, but Allardice
’41 walked around in complete disguise —
bookkeeper? pharmacist? — with the wit, part
antic, part piercing, almost completely hidden.
When Herb Lawrence ’40 and I and a few
drop-ins (Vitelli [James ’42] rarely had time)
were settling major literary and political mat
ters after midnight on the second floor of
Section II and we asked Allardice to join us, he
said, “Oh no, you guys are much too smart for
me. You’re the Intellectual Bloc. Tm the Farm
Bloc.”
Hah!
I believe I’ve said this before, but it well
bears repeating: I regularly see several alumnitype magazines put out by estimable schools,
e.g., the University of Chicago, where I got a ’
couple of degrees after Wooster and I parted,
plus other schools where I taught or where my
kids were students, and — if you’re still follow
ing me — Wooster’s is by far the best: smarter
better written, better choice of subjects, etc. In
other words, congratulations and thank you.
Edward A. Muir ’42
New York, N.Y
E2
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he department of religious studies at
The College of Wooster is strong and
thriving in an age of desperate cynicism.
Moreover, it retains its sense of mission
in the heart of a long-standing dilemma arising
from Wooster’s particular history and American
culture’s embrace of pluralism.
One may begin an exploration of the
dilemma with a remark by Elizabeth Castelli,
who joined the department in 1987: “People’s
faith comes with them when they read a reli
gious text; they can’t help it.”
Young people arrive at college with
convictions of all kinds: in politics, in the
humanities (“you have to find the poem’s mes
sage”), in science and mathematics (“the
answer is in the back of the book”). In fact,
teachers take pleasure in gently weaning stu
dents from orthodoxies of the left and right,
from high school’s rule-bound, often thought
less approach to knowledge, from the uncritical
opinion in any area. In the end, we hope, we
substitute not our own convictions or those of a
favored master but rather the students’ owned
convictions, arrived at independently and freely
in the context of attractive competing positions.
That model must present difficulties
when the uncritical doctrines in question are
about God. It would seem the more difficult at
a college, founded by Presbyterians, whose
seal is dominated by the Holy Bible. But this
outsider’s casual analysis turns out to be a sign
of a more general misunderstanding.
Robert Smith, who joined the depart
ment in 1960 and is on leave this year, says, “I
am amused and sometimes distressed by ideas
in the College as to what kind of concerns a
faculty person in our field should have.
Someone will say in conversation, Well, that’s a
damned nuisance,’ and then Whoops! I
shouldn’t say “damn” when there’s a professor
of religion in the room.’
‘T he confusion is between professor of
religion in the sense of advocate or representa
tive of a religion and the professor of religion
who studies religion objectively. We’re all famil
iar with the ministerial kind of teacher, but the
other kind of teacher of religion is not at all
familiar. Some may not even be very happy with
that kind; the objectivity which defines it can
be deeply threatening.
“No member of the department of reli
gious studies at Wooster is in any way hostile to
the idea of a protestant or Christian outreach.
In fact, many of them have in various ways been
involved in precisely that kind of thing, but its
on personal terms.
“But everyone in the department believes
that he or she is part of an academic discipline
that has the same methodological and intellec
tual basis, the same kind of rationale for exis
tence as any other department in the College.
This means that we talk as objectively as we
can in our classes about religion. We have a
profound and powerful concern to be recog
nized in this academic sense.”
There is general agreement among facul
ty in the department that this view of depart
ments of religion (the department changed its
name from “department of religion” to “depart
ment of religious studies” in 1983) began to
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Studying Religion
by Peter Havholm

The department of religious studies
retains its sense of mission in the heart of a
long-standing dilemma arising from Wooster’s
particular history and American culture’s
embrace of pluralism.

In Pamela Brubaker's Religious Thought, one of the
courses that meets Wooster’s religious studies require
ment, students often divide into groups to discuss texts
at hand and then make group reports on their
conclusions (or questions) in plenary session. The
students whose photographs illustrate this article were
discussing the Pentecost passage, Ads 2, the story of the
birth o f the Christian church.
Above, from left, are Clarence Williams ’92, Lydia
Wassman '93, Lea Zawatski ’93, and Eric Martin '92.
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dominate in the 1950s. Gordon Tait joined the
department in 1956, and here is how he
remembers it:
“When I came into the study of religion
— and this is generally true of religion profs
after the Second World War — there were very
few academic departments. The idea was in the
minds of a lot of people — administrators, the
general public, the parents sending their kids
to the College — that the religw» department
would be a religious department. The profs
would be good influences on the kids.
“This was true in Catholic colleges, too,
when priests and nuns were teaching in the
theology departments there, but when I got to
graduate school in the ’50s there was a real
reaction to that. We were supposed to be very
objective about religious traditions and about
matters of religious commitment. One of the
things you did not do was to stand up in front of
the class and say, ‘I am a Christian’ or ‘I am a
Presbyterian.’”
“This department has never been
Parochial,” says Tom Raitt, who arrived in 1964
and retired this year. “We have had atheists
major with us, and Catholics and Jews — not a
lot but some who have been happy majors. We
have two or three Jewish students majoring
with us right now.”
The departmental statement in the
1989-90 Catalogue puts this succinctly:

‘This department has never been
parochial. ”
Religious Studies is first of all an intellectual
inquiry, but for many students it also can
involve a personal journey as academic study
and religious faith mutually challenge one
another. The department seeks to provide for
each student a clearer, deeper understanding of
the place of religion in human experience."
Pamela Brubaker.
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0That emphasis is reflected in the ways in
which the six 1989-90 department faculty on
campus (and one on leave) came to the disci
pline. Five of the seven followed what Robert
Smith calls “almost a normal procedure for
most people teaching the academic study of
religion;” that is, a call to the ministry led
instead to the classroom.
“My Biblical studies moved in the direc
tion of archeology and ancient history, toward
literary history, the history of the text,” Smith
continues. “I was more interested in imagining
an ancient thinker living in a specific ancient
world than I was in piecing together the
thinker’s system of thought. I spent a year in
Jerusalem following up those interests, and
that cinched it for me.”
“I first came to the United States to be

trained for the Christian ministry,” says Ishwar
Harris, who joined the department in 1981.
“My whole family has been in the Christian tra
dition.” Harris was bom into an Indian
Methodist family in India and became an
American citizen a few years ago. In his teens,
his grandfather was given the surname
“Harris” by a Methodist missionary, an action
then thought appropriate for infants taken into
the fold.
“But at seminary at Howard University in
Washington, D.C.,” says Harris, “I did my mas
ter’s thesis on one of the Hindu scriptures, and
during that process, I really got interested in
Indian traditions. When I did my master’s in
theology at Berkeley, the professor there let me
do Hindu theology, and I wrote my thesis on an
Indian philosopher, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan. I
was becoming more and more interested in
world religions and finally ended up at
Claremont Graduate School as a fellow in their
Institute of World Cultures and Religions. That
experience convinced me that I wanted to con
centrate on world religions — not just nonWestern religions, but world religions including
Christianity, Judaism — all of them.”
Gordon Tait took the M.Div at Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary and the Ph.D. at the
University of Edinburgh. “That was the general
pattern until very recently,” he says. “Until the
70s, it was standard to get the M.Div. and then
decide at the end of the three years of seminary
to go on and get a Ph.D. Somebody like
Elizabeth Castelli, on the other hand, does not
have an M.Div. degree.”
Because I had done my undergraduate
major at one of the three schools in the coun
try that has an unaffiliated graduate program in
religious studies, says Castelli, “it came as a
great surprise to me that the dominant pattern
was quite different. In fact, I did a double take
when I got to graduate school. It had never
occurred to me that people studied this stuff
with that particular set of questions.”
Castelli’s journey to religious studies
7

began when she fell in love with the history,
cultures, and languages of European late antiq
uity (100 BCE-400 CE), “and you can’t study
that period unless you study the religious tradi
tions because they are so enmeshed with the
culture.” Archeology, classics, philosophy did
not capture the range of her interests, and they
seemed less interested in “her” period —
which boasted more romance novels than great
philosophical treatises — despite its fascinating
cultural ferment.
Elisabeth Benard, here as a leave
replacement with all her degrees from
Columbia, also followed the “new” pattern. She
started out to be a biologist and then paused to
travel. In Asia, she was fascinated by the domi
nant part religion played in all cultures, and she
returned to the U.S. determined to study reli
gion. She considered doing so in Columbia’s
anthropology department, but “I didn’t like the
way they treated religion. Often, they seemed
to see religion as a kind of magic, as a small
part of culture. But I had seen it as much more
important than that in Asia." After majoring in
religious studies, she did the M.A. in the same
field and then “I knew that I would really like to
teach religion. The college level is the right
age, when people really start to think about
religious questions, start asking questions
about the world and their purpose in life and
who they are.”
The department’s research projects fur-

“Often, they seemed to see religion
as a kind of magic, as a small part
of culture. ”
ther illuminate what “religious study” means.
One of the projects Castelli will work on during
her leave next year is a study of ways in which
ideas about the body and ideas about commu
nity intersect to help explain how the early
Christians related to the laiger cultures in
which they lived.
Smith has just published the second vol
ume of Pella of the Decapolis, a report on the
Wooster excavations at a site in Jordan occu
pied from the fourth millenium BCE until an
earthquake in 747 CE. Raitt is working on a
book dealing with forgiveness in the Old
Testament, “a kind of literary analysis.” Tait has
published articles and is at work on a book on
the life and work of the Rev. John Witherspoon,
(1723-94), a signer of the Declaration of
Independence, member of the Continental
Congress for six years, and the convening mod
erator of the first General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia in 1789.
Harris is examining the development of
the Sarvodaya movement, begun by Ghandi, in
India today. Principally interested in changing
ideology, he is doing intellectual history in
addition to textual analysis and some sociology.
Benard has just finished an article about the
Tibetan Tantric view of death for a textbook
about death and the afterlife. Her work involves
analysis of Tibetan texts such as the Book of the
Dead and the teachings of an eleventh-century
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Tibetan woman, Na Cig Lab Dun. Pamela
Brubaker, another leave replacement this year,
is studying the way religious rituals such as
baptism and communion reflect and shape gen
der relations, drawing on the methods of
anthropology and sociology.
This eclectic list, though it implies a
wonderful range of deepest learning (the
required languages alone include ancient
Greek, Aramaic, Hebrew, Latin, Tibetan, and
Hindi), raises the question of method. Castelli
seems to be taking a psychological approach to
phenomena documented by texts which reveal
themselves at all only after hard philological
work. Raitfs work draws on the techniques of
rhetorical analysis as well as theological reflec
tion, while Tait is doing intellectual history and
that multidisciplinary art, biography. Harris
and Benard do a good deal of philosophical
analysis, while Brubaker can make full use of
her undeigraduate sociology major. Smith
moves comfortably among literary analysis,
archeology, and philology. All must be at home
with theological assumptions and debate cur
rent in the cultures and eras in which they
study, yet none claims to be doing theology.
Is there no method distinctive to reli
gious studies?
“I would say the field is defined by a pat
tern of themes that are concerned with the
spiritual dimension of life,” says Harris. “When
I teach Hinduism, I will draw on anthropology
to understand it in its society. I will draw on his
tory to understand its development over time in
the culture. I will definitely draw on philosophy
to understand its concepts.”
“There are methods of rational research
which transcend all departments,” says Robert
Smith. “The people in the present department
have never claimed any special methodology.”
On examination, the notion that any aca
demic department has exclusive title to a dis
crete methodology disintegrates. There may
not be much need for textual analysis in
Robert Smith.

Eo

I

physics, but it often appears in the social sci
ences, while good literary critics engage
repeatedly in the testing of hypotheses.
Inference from multiple similar instances
occurs in every discipline, as does the classifi
cation of phenomena which necessarily pre
cedes it. The experimental method as present
ed in high school textbooks is limited to phe
nomena which are repeatable in the laboratory,
but the principles underlying the method oper
ate in the ongoing verification of plate tectonics
theory in geology and multiple regression anal
ysis in the social sciences.
“It doesn’t make sense to say that the
department of religious studies is using the
methods of the history department,” says
Smith. ‘We are using common methods. In
fact, many of the methods historians use were
invented by religious thinkers in the
Renaisance. We are all working with the same
collection of methods. Departments differenti
ate themselves in terms of content. Ours is the
religions of the world.”
Curious about how that content might
reveal itself in a 1990 classroom, an observer
accumulated a stack of notes over a couple of
weeks and a dozen class visits. Here are some
excerpts.
In Religious Thought, Pamela Brubaker
begins the discussion of Christianity after the
class has studied Judaism and “the Way of the
Ancestors” in Indonesia.
“The first step in hermeneutics,” she
says, “is being aware of your pre-understanding
of the text. What do you think of when you
hear the term ‘Christianity’?”
“My mom.”
“My father. He’s a Presbyterian minister.”
“Church.”
“Following Christ.”
“Faith, God, the Bible.”
“The Trinity.”
“Protestantism.”
There is discussion of the sub-classifica-
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tions within “Christianity”: Orthodoxy, Roman
Catholic, Protestant (“and some make this dis
tinction”), Pentecostal.
“The Mormons I knew in high school
thought of themselves as Christians,” says a
student.
“What about Episcopalians?” from the
back.
In this first of what will be eight classes
on the subject, Brubaker takes her students
through the passion narrative. Along the way,
she offers, as she has throughout the class,
glimpses of vistas of Biblical scholarship: “the
evidence is not clear that Jesus renounced
Judaism”; “it could be that Jesus’ treatment of
the money-changers worried the Sanhedrin”;
“some say priests paid off the crowd that voted
to free Barabbas the zealot, but that is pure
speculation”; “crucifixion was the standard
method of execution, like the electric chair”;
the crucified died from dehydration, or, if still
alive at the end of the day, a soldier pierced the
side with a spear to cause death through-loss
of blood”; “Jesus was executed on Friday.
Burial could not be completed until Sunday, the
day after the Sabbath.”
Brubaker sketches three basic interpre-

Elisabeth Benard.
tations of the story and then, almost a throw
away line: “Christians accept on faith that Jesus
™se from the dead. But if the disciples stole
he body, as has been alleged, why are there
bullions of Christians centuries later?”
7% r S k len ts ask questions based on the film
e
Temptation of Christ, leading to a brief
recounting of the three scriptural temptations
as distinguished from those imagined by
^ au stak is. There are a few words about the
" * * * °f original sin and the announcement
at there will be a film on Orthodoxy on
Thursday. The bell rings,
f . , j / r someone brought up in the Christian
1 , the class is intensely provocative, in the
in s,ense- One leaves with the desire to exame what Josephus has to say about that
rophet killed by the Romans and to look up
ommentary on the gospels which might
„ ,e , uut the continuing controversies to
hlch Brubaker has referred.
Part of the stimulation in this and other
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religious studies classes is that they present
material for full and free discussion which has
been encountered previously only in a homi
letic context. It is not that anyone urges doubt.
Rather, the effort seems to be to help students
understand the grounds of faith — their own
and others’.
In Elisabeth Benard’s course on
Buddhism, the achievement is to convey both
the philosophical intricacy and the power of a
religion that seems on the surface impenetra
bly odd.
‘There are two schools of doctrine about
Bhuddism: the Yogacara and the
Madhyamika,” says Benard. “Schools arose in
large monasteries in which monks studied,
debated, and meditated, and kept refining their
own doctrines. The debates among schools
were very serious, partly because followers
often shifted to the winner.
‘T he Yogacara school was proposed or

We are not accustomed to thinking
about immateriality.
founded in the fourth century CE by Indian
philosophers Asanga and Vasubandhu, and it
may be crudely identified as the school which
says that external objects do not exist, that all
phenomena are the mind’s because only the
mind exists.”
Hence, one realizes, part of the difficulty
westerners, a culture of engineers, have in
understanding faiths of the East. We are not
accustomed to thinking about the immateriali
ty of the apparent. Benard has suggested that
students may try meditation as a way of under
standing the possibility of escape from the
material, but the results are ambivalent. These
young people, one must remember, grew up in

the Land of the Shopping Mall.
“Did you try meditation?” asks Benard.
“I stared at a tree for awhile,” says one
student. “I stared at this one knot in the tree.
Everything else gets — like, real fuzzy? I was'
looking out the window. My mind was like real
ly mellow afterward.”
“I tried but I couldn’t do it,” says another.
“There was too much agitation, too much on
my mind.”
A third: “For me, it was like I was doing
it, and my mind would wander and then it took
time to get back. I was spending more time try
ing to do the right thing and not enough time
on the actual meditation.”
And a fourth: “What are you supposed to
think about? All these songs kept going
through my head.”
In Gordon Tait’s American Sects and
Cults, the practice has long been-established of
bringing in representatives of the groups under
study. Last week, a Jehovah’s Witness spoke.
Next week, there will be a speaker from a local
Amish congregation who is a long-time friend
of Taifs. Students are full of questions, and Tait
does his best to be fair to the faith positions
they are trying to understand.
/ I t ’s pretty hard to aigue with any reli
gion,” a student observes in a discussion of the
Jehovah’s Witness’ visit. T fs hard to argue
logic if they can pull fiat. They just have to say
‘we believe this-way.’”
“How can they say the Bible’s infallible?”
asks another.
“The Jehovah’s Witnesses would say that
the Bible has an inner authority,” Tait replies.
What’s the Jehovah’s Witness reaction
to events in Eastern Europe?”
“Even if genuine democracies result, we
are still cursed with a world government of
evil, says Tbit, a Jehovah’s Witness for the
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moment. “All governments are evil. You replace
government with God’s kingdom.”
“I can’t see how all the past and present
people will be able to live on earth if only
144,000 go up to heaven. Won’t it be crowded?”
asks a student.
“It’s not set in granite exactly what the
new earth will be like,” says Tait. “But specula
tion indicates that it will be very pastoral and
agricultural, with herd animals and fruit trees.
The renewed earth will be very productive, so
we could put a lot of people in the Sahara, for
example.”
“But if only the chosen can take annual
communion, how do the rest take that? I mean,
what about those who don’t feel they’re going
to heaven?”
“There are no hard feelings. People pre
sumably think ‘God wants them.’”
“Do they have some way of proving that
they’re chosen?”
“Their works. But the average Witness
seems to believe that, since there will be a
heaven on earth, not being among the chosen
is not a terrible thing. So there is little if any
overt tension about that.”
In Elizabeth Castelli’s Psychology and
Religion, the class sits in a circle and, by this
time, knows itself rather well. The discussion is
almost too fast to follow for an outsider who
has not read the assigned text, Judith Van
Herik’s Freud on Femininity and Faith (1982).
Nevertheless:
“I think Van Herik shows how Freud per
petrated the subservience of women,” a student
begins.

“We have to meet students where
they are. ”
“But what you read is from an interpreta
tion, not from Freud. In fact, it’s an interpreta
tion by Viola Kline in the 1970s, quoted in Van
Herik,” another student objects.
“Is this a question of right or wrong?”
asks Castelli.
“No. Of interpretation."
“But he says the same thing in
Civilization and Its Discontents', he says . . . .”
‘Tve been reading Freud since the
eleventh grade. Fd have to read the entire body
of his writing before making a firm claim about
him.”
“In what we’ve read, he doesn’t put
women down; he just doesn’t make allowances
for them. He sets up one model.”
Castelli supplies: “The Frankfurt school
reads Freud as a radical critique of social con
straints, one of which is religion. The identity
of one’s own bodily difference is inscribed by
social constraint. So both religion and gender
constrain and define individuals.”
Later, she asks: “Could femininity break
out of the pattern?”
“/th in k Freud says no,” responds one
student.
"I see Freud as saying that thafs how it
is,” says another.
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“But Freud was criticizing Christianity
and guilt,” objects a third.
These discussions do not occur because
the probing involves a uniquely religious
methodology. Anthropology or sociology might
discuss sects; psychology and women’s studies
might discuss Freud on women and religion;
and philosophy might examine schools of
thought in Buddhism. But all would do it by
the way and none would be principally con
cerned with the nature and power of this or
that understanding of the spiritual.
In every case, there is full acceptance by
the professor of the possibility of a noumenous
core which does not yield to critical analysis in
any religion. (“If the disciples stole the body, as
has been alleged, why are there millions of
Christians centuries later?”) Students are not
met with the bland assumption that there is a
mechanical explanation (in psychological or
sociological terms) for religious behavior.
Rather, they deal spiritedly with the much
more complicated possibility that religion is a
way to find the truth of things.
Students come to religious studies courses
with a variety of assumptions and agendas.
“Last semester,” says Benard, “I discov
ered that many of the students are illiterate in
religion of any kind. And so this semester, I
asked people to tell me what they hoped to get
out of the class and if they were raised in a reli
gious tradition. About a third of them are
raised with no religion whatsoever, and many of
the others have parents who told them they
could make their own decisions. So a lot of
them are confused, but I say that its not my job
to make your faith stronger or weaker, but what
we discuss here will make you think about
these things which will help you to decide. I
think everyone needs some time just to reflect,
and if you can’t get it when you are young, you
certainly won’t find it when you are a parent.”
“We have to meet the students where
they are,” says Bob Smith. “Religion is a very

personal experience, and you have to be rather
careful not to answer questions that are not yet
being asked. They start out with things like, ‘It
says that Moses got old and died at the end of
Deuteronomy, but my copy of the Bible says
that Moses wrote the first five books in the Old
Testament. How could Moses write about his
own death?’
“But after they have learned that the
claim that Moses wrote those books is compar
atively recent and that someone else wrote
about Moses’ death, it may occur to them to
ask a deeper question, such as ‘How did we get
our Bible? Whoever said it was authoritative to
begin with?’ Then they can begin to look into
the history of the texts and of their acceptance
and rejection by the church fathers.”
Gordon Tait says, “Fm not sure as a
department we’re doing business all that differ
ently nowadays than when Howard Lowry was
president. He wanted a good, solid, academic
study of religion.”
Lowry clarified his own position with
characteristic eloquence in “The Mind’s
Adventure,” a talk he gave in 1944, his first year
as president: “A Christian college is more than
a Sunday school; it is an institution of high
learning. If it invites young men and women to
its fellowship, it must not deceive them. It must
not offer them a pious fraud, but an education
based on first-rate scholarship, warmed and
enlivened by fresh research and the constant
play of the creative imagination. . . .A college
that lives off stale platitudes and minor pieties,
that conducts a four-year witch-hunt on small
matters while dodging or ignoring the great
realities of our common life and the splendors
of the human spirit, is a traitor to its trust and
is not dedicated even to the glory of God.”
But surely there have been some
changes since Tait arrived in 1956? After all, it
was not until the 70s that the College stopped
asking prospective faculty to indicate their reli
gious preferences on its job application form.
Says Tait: “I think Lowry believed — and
would have said — that the main task of our

department was to teach religion in a fine, aca
demic fashion. I suspect, of course, that he was
glad when the department somehow could give
Christian religion a push — and I don’t think
we feel that expectation, now.”
Many report that President Lowry
seemed to make a point of meeting candidates
for faculty positions in what he called the “sen
sitive departments”: English, philosophy, and
religion. For example, he dropped in on the
Teaching Staff Committee meeting where Tait
was being interviewed as a candidate for a posi
tion in the religion department.
“Apparently,” says Tait, “he got hold of
Cene Tanner [who taught in the department
from 1953 until his death in 1970] when we
broke for lunch and said, ‘Do you have any idea
what Taifs views are on the Resurrection?’
Gene blinked a couple of times and slowly —
he always spoke in a very thoughtful way, and
his face rarely showed any emotion — he said
to Lowry, ‘Sound, President Lowry. Sound.’
“But then Gene immediately found me,
elsewhere in Galpin, and said, in the same way,
rt ne president asked me, Gordon, about your
views on the Resurrection and I told him
Sound.’”
“I said, T hafs all right, Gene; I think
thats about where I come out.’”
(One can observe, now, what may be the
real point of this story. In addition to being a
good teacher and scholar, Gordon Tait was
indeed sound on the Resurrection and has
been for the last thirty-four years. Lowry knew
what he was doing.)
Tait goes on: “I think Lowry’s idea was
that a college, especially a residential college
ike Wooster, was a community which had its
identity and its integrity through shared values.
Be felt that every institution espoused some
ind of ideology, and because of the nature of
this institution as a Christian college, there was

a kind of liberal protestant ethos offered here,
and it did come into appointments: you just
didn’t hire very many non-Protestants of what
ever stripe.
“Lowry felt that you could still have all
kinds of views investigated, but you didn’t have
to have actual representatives of those views
that would oppose the Christian faith. He did
not want to set up a Wheaton College or a Bob
Jones University, however, and this is why he
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was so respected in certain circles of higher
education. He wanted high academic stan
dards. He himself knew what that was all
about; he had gone to Yale; he’d taught at
Princeton; he knew what quality education was.
“'Then, in the ’60s, the Presbyterian
scholars took the lead in picking away at some
of these very tangible things which brought us
together, which made us a liberal protestant
community overall. That was the first sign of a
deep change among our students, and it was
very hard for Lowry.
“Whafs happened since his time is that,
in all departments, it has become harder and
harder to find good candidates for teaching
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Elizabeth Castelli.

positions who are bright, who are teachers and
scholars in that order, who want to have a
career at a liberal arts college rather than at a
university, and who manifest strong religious
faith of any kind.”
There have been other changes as well,
all of them occurring because neither Howard
Lowry nor his successors nor their Boards of
Trustees wanted a college removed from
changes occurring in the culture at large.
In an important sense, this has always
been true of Wooster. In the 1866 “Articles of
Incorporation,” the clause “the promotion of
sound learning and education under religious
influences such as is usually contemplated in
colleges and universities” indicates that
Wooster has always cared about “an education
based on first-rate scholarship.” In the
founders’ clause, the soundness of learning
and education does not find its source or its
authority in religion. This is consistent with
Wooster’s motto, Religio etscientia ex unofonte:
religio and scientia are from one source; neither
is the source of the other.
In 1914, The University of Wooster
became The College of Wooster. That year’s
Report of the Board of Trustees of The College of
Wooster to the Synod of Ohio contained this
passage, a form of which appears in nearly all

President Lowry seemed to make a
point o f meeting candidates fo r the
“sensitive departments. ”
of these reports during President Holden’s
administration (1899-1915):
“While the Presbyterian Synod of Ohio is
responsible for the founding and has been
largely responsible for the maintenance of The
College of Wooster, it is but fair to say that the
institution is as free from sectarianism as any
Christian college in the country. Neither the
Synod nor the Board of Trustees of the College
has ever required that the members of the
Faculty shall be members of the Presbyterian
church, much less the students.”
Probably from its beginning, and certain
ly from the time of “the new Wooster” built dur
ing Holden’s administration after the 1901 fire,
the College was committed to admitting stu
dents from any spiritual background or none.
According to other Reports, there were Jewish
and Muslim students at the College during
those times.
Because Wooster did not choose to limit
its enrollment to protestants and never adopted
as
"" an institutional
policy the hiring
of
------------------------------u
u m g uonly
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.
i
Presbyterian
teachers, it hadA to change
when
the culture did.
However, the Religious Studies depart
ment has become the fulcrum on which
change turns. Though its roots are inescapably
m the “religious influence” of Wooster’s origin,
it has always and rightly — aspired to
precisely the depth of intellectual honesty and
criticism essential to free inquiry in any field.
In the 1920s, some in Wooster’s family
objected to Professor of Religion J. Milton
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Three Questions for
Henry Copeland
Why do we have a religious studies requirement
at Wooster in 1990?
Religion is important to most of us as
individuals, plays an influential role in our
society, and has historically been significant in
the development of civilizations. On these
grounds alone, a study of religion merits inclu
sion in a definition of what it means to be an
educated person. In addition, however, Wooster
was founded by Presbyterians, and religion is a
vital part of the institution's heritage. The
College has a particular history, and 1 believe
that it is entirely appropriate that the tradition
out of which this institution grew continue to
find expression in a graduation requirement.
Are there other ways in which Wooster is working
out its religious heritage?
Yes, there are a number of different ways
in which the College today is informed by its
religious heritage. We have an agreement with
The Synod of the Covenant, and the relation
ship places certain obligations upon the
College and certain obligations upon the
Synod. I welcome this relationship because his
torically, of course, the Presbyterian Church
has emphasized the importance of an intelligi
ble understanding of religious faith. The
College also has a Memorandum of
Understanding with Westminster Presbyterian
Church and supports this local church as a
congregationin-residence on the campus.
Westminster is independent of the College and
is governed by its own Session, but it has taken
the campus as the primary focus of its ministry
and the College relies on Westminster to pro
vide the public pulpit for the campus. The
interaction between these two independent
institutions has a strength that is missing in
more common arrangements in American col
leges where either the Church is completely
outside the campus or a Chaplain reports to
the Dean of Students and is a part of the
administration.
The Department of Religious Studies is
obviously a third expression of the College’s
heritage, and I believe that it is fitting that a
campus such as ours maintain a strong center
for critical reflection on religion. Other expres
sions of the heritage are special programs
sponsored by the College each year.
Theologians are invited to be in residence to
reflect on religious questions, and laypersonsin-residence address critical areas where ethics
and society come together. There are Study
Travel Seminars sponsored by the Department
of Religious Studies in which students have
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gone with faculty members to study religion in
Israel or India, for example. Sister Margaret
Harig of the Cleveland Catholic Diocese, Rabbi
Peter Roff from Wooster’s Knesseth Israel
Temple, Westminster Church, St. James, the
Newman Club, the Jewish Students
Association, the Wooster Christian Fellowship,
and other groups are all active on campus with
their own programs, and while the College is
not able to provide financial support, it wel
comes the resence f these expressions of orga
nized religion. Finally, the Wooster Network,
which organizes the volunteer efforts of some
700 students in our local community, is an
expression of the College’s tradition of service
and its belief that knowledge and service
should be linked.
At each of its meetings, the Religious
Dimension Committee of the Board of Trustees
examines all of these aspects of the College’s
religious commitments, and its members are
always impressed by the vitality of religious
beliefs and activities on campus.
What is the intellectual basis for Wooster’s inter
est in having a religious dimension?
Wooster’s founders assumed that there
was no conflict between faith and reason. The
Academy, of course, depends upon reason, and
yet reason does not answer in ways that most of
us find to be satisfactory questions about why
and how, about the fundamental nature of men
and women, about the meaning of life. Liberal
learning should be concerned with the total
implication of things, and as we seek answers
to the ultimate questions, reason must give
faith an opportunity to provide perspectives on
the most important issues men and women
have to face. When Wooster students begin to
ask questions about why and how, it is appro
priate that they ask these in a context which
makes available to them the answers which
faith has provided over the centuries.
Wooster believes that its duty is not to
provide students with a prescribed faith, but
rather to ask that each be informed by an
awareness of how men and women have histori
cally grappled with questions of doubt and
belief. Through its commitment to Westminster
Presbyterian Church, to other campus religious
organizations, and to the special programs
sponsored each year, the College expresses its
conviction that through spiritual insight men
and women may confer a sense of proportion
and worth on their lives and give them purpose
and direction. Faith and reason are comple
mentary, and both can be valuable and impor
tant aspects of our aspiration to understand our
lives.

Vance’s use of A Handbook of Christian
Apologetics by A. E. Garvie because it advocat
ed a critical approach to Biblical texts. There
are still those, on and off campus, who see the
department as either evangelical or as nothing.
The departments position is unenviable.
As a matter of fact, its frustrations could be
comical if the stakes were lower. Consider:
There are those who seem to expect it to battle
pluralism by making clear the superior claims
of Presbyterianism — or at least of Christianity.
Then there are those who seem to
assume that, because the department has “reli
gious” in its name, it must be evangelizing its
students in violation of the College’s commit
ment to critical thinking and intellectual
freedom.
Ranked with this group is another which
seems to believe that, since the ownership of
the College was formally retrieved from the
Synod of Ohio in 1969, a department of reli
gious studies is irrelevant. Because its only
conceivable methodological identity would
claim the divine authority of the scriptures, it
has no intellectual standing.
Finally, there are students who come to
Wooster expecting a college with “a religious
dimension,” as the 1989-90 Catalogue puts it.
The college with a religious dimension in 1990
is assumed to be committed to the support of a

Q
Ea

1
Matthew Yates ’93.

range of faiths. Students with strong faiths want
the College to support the presence of Roman
Catholic, Episcopalian, and Jewish clergy on
campus. At a fascinating religious studies table
meeting this year, a committee of department
majors expressed both their confidence in the
faculty and its discipline and their constructive
concerns. They would like the department to
consider increasing the number of upper-level
courses in faiths other than Christianity and
reducing what they perceive to be its “pre-semi
nary” slant. Moreover, they believe students
should have a voice in the hiring of new mem-
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requirements, but the consequences have been
sharp.
Practical students, looking around for
courses to take in their first two years, are not
attracted to courses that do not “count for dis
tribution.” Why not take something in English
or philosophy instead? Many in the religious
studies department believe that this, as much
as the decline of liberal protestantism in
America, is an important reason for the gradual
decline in religious studies majors since the
early 70s.
Their disappointment with that faculty
action is occasionally the more keen because
they are conscious that “the religious studies
requirement” was created by The University of
Wooster at its founding. It was once the case
that the Bible was studied in every course in
the College. Only after a long, independent his
tory was the requirement for study in religion
handed over to the department of religious
studies. Members of the department defend
the requirement better than other faculty
because they know more about it, not because
it is “their” requirement.
Despite the grinding of these several
millstones, this survey observed a powerful
intellectual and spiritual vitality in Wooster’s
department of religious studies. Teachers are
teaching students to ask hard questions, in and
out of the classroom. Intellectual curiosity
swirls through classroom discussions while the
power and importance of the spiritual in human
affairs are eagerly acknowledged. Scholarship
is varied and deep.
Elie Wiesel poses the question in Night,

Ishwar Harris.

bers to counter the effects of the present
department’s Christocentric bias.
There is a final frustration. It connects
with Wooster’s “religion requirement,” which
many readers will remember as a year-long
required course in the Bible. The present ver
sion of that requirement can be met by taking
one of four semester-long courses offered by
the department of religious studies.

“To dismiss the behavior of the
people of Jonestown as ‘s tupid’ is
extremely short-sighted. ”
Every member of the department can
defend the requirement on intellectual and
practical grounds. Intellectually, it is obvious
that one cannot understand human beings fully
unless one understands something of their reli
gions. Moreover, the historical influence of reli
gion on philosophy, the arts, and government is
unquestionable. In order to grasp important
uleas in these areas, one must understand
something of religion. The Bible remains
demonstrably the most influential single text in
western culture. Now that more Christians live
uj other countries than in the United States and
Europe, its influence in the world seems
unlikely to wane very soon.
More pragmatically, much in literature is
incomprehensible unless one knows some
thing of its culture’s religion. And newspapers
inform us that religion is deeply intertwined in
Political situations, in this country as well as in
the Middle East. The former should come as
np surprise to an America where a great religjous campaign led to the Constitutional prohiition of the sale and consumption of alcoholic

beverages not so long ago. (Wooster’s first
female trustee, elected in 1919, was Ella Boole,
an important leader in the Women’s Christian
Temperance Union.)
“A good working assumption is that peo
ple are not stupid,” says Castelli. “And there
fore, I think to dismiss the behavior of Iran or
even of the people of Jonestown as ‘stupid’ is
extremely short-sighted. Its the sort of intellec
tual mistake only people who think religion
isn’t important can make.”
And if it be objected that other disci
plines (like philosophy or history or English,
for example) could make similar claims to cen
trality in human affairs, religious studies faculty
are all too aware that, in the laiger culture, the
study of religion needs all the support it can
get. Many faculty members know of parents
who have winced when their child declared a
major in a non-pragmatic discipline. These
days, parents have been known to forbid their
children to major in religious studies. There is
no money in it.
The last time a motion to abolish the reli
gious studies graduation requirement came
before the faculty, these arguments prevailed
and the motion failed. However, the faculty then
voted that no religious studies course could
count toward the College distribution require
ment.* It was thought unfair for one depart
ment to be able to attract students through two
* Essentially, every student is required to take
at least three courses in each of the College’s
three academic divisions: natural sciences/
mathematics, social science/history, and literature/philosophy/arts. Courses in the major
are permitted to double count toward these
requirements. The requirement’s aim is “to
enable students to devote a portion of their
time to critical reflection on the ways of know
ing and understanding embodied in particular
disciplines,” according to the Catalogue.
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how could one go on believing in God after
watching babies murdered in Birkenau? This is
only one of hundreds of questions discussed in
religious studies courses which are rarely
addressed by other disciplines. Anyone who
heard students wrestle with Wiesel’s question
in Brubaker’s Religious Thought would be
grateful for Wooster’s department of religious
studies. The enthusiasm, learning, and integri
ty of its faculty and the intellectual pleasure of
its students are ample reason for Wooster to be
pleased by its continuing good work. E
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n 1983, the religion department at The
College of Wooster was renamed the reli
gious studies department — a small
change with great implications. The reli
gion wing in Kauke wasn’t refurbished. New
professors weren’t hired for the occasion. The
course selection remained essentially the
same. Still, what we call something reflects and
guides our understanding of it, and the renam
ing signified an instance of adaptation to the
changing perception — in Wooster and beyond
it — of the study of religion.
Unlike other disciplines in the liberal
arts, the study of religion has always had to be
aware of and adjust in some way to the effects of
others’ perceptions of it. The health of religion
in the world and its understanding by the pub
lic are significant factors in determining the via
bility of the religion/religious studies major as
a legitimate area of study in a liberal arts col
lege. Consider, for example, the differences
between the news-making religious figure of
the 1960s, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the
news-making religious figures of the 1980s, Jim
and Tammy Faye Bakker. King and the Bakkers
both offer visions of the role religion can play in
society, but the figures and their visions are
profoundly different.
The nature of these visions and the per
ception of them inform individual conceptions
of the study of religion. The more positive the
sense of religion is in the country, the more
attractive an option the major might seem to _
the student who could easily choose a major in
history or international relations instead. Of the
latter two majors, people might ask the Liberal
Arts Question: “What can you do with that?”
But of the religion/religious studies major, the
practical question does not always arise; unlike
the study of history, the study of religion often
serves to stereotype, encouraging people to
form immediate judgments about the character
I and interests of the student or graduate —
judgments that draw directly on the public per
ception of religion and are consequently not
always accurate, easily corrected, or beneficial.
What does one do with a religion/religious studies major? Why might a student
choose it over other liberal arts programs? How
does it affect one’s perspective on the world and
one’s self? How has the major been understood
by others in years past, and how is it under
stood today? What is its value?
A recent, admittedly unscientific poll of a
sample of religion/religious studies majors
yielded some interesting thoughts on the
appeal of the major and its role in their lives.
Representing class years from 1931 to 1989 and
a striking array of occupations and interests,
fifty-one respondents wrote generous, reflec
tive, often lengthy comments about their lives
and the rewards and frustrations of their occu
pations. They offered insight into the nature
and role of the religious studies major, past and
present.
The major has always been able to serve
as a step on the path to ministry or churchrelated work, and almost one third of our
respondents had taken this direction. Peter
Boeve ’63 is pastor to a small Presbyterian con
gregation in Ann Arbor, Michigan, in addition

I

Shaping Identities
by Inger Forland ’8 7

Unlike the study of history, the study of
religion often serves to stereotype, encouraging
people to form immediate judgments that draw
on the public perception of religion and are
consequently not always accurate, easily cor
rected, or beneficial

Professionally, Margaret Chambers Mielke ’64 is an inde
pendent music teacher using the Suzuki method, with
forty-eight students. Above, she is pictured in one of her
volunteer activities: working at an inner city nursery
school run by the United Methodist Board of Missions in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. “I feel my studies of religion
(and psychology and sociology) help me to be willing to
do this sort of thing and to be able to do it. ”
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to his duties as president of Interfaith Council
for Peace and Justice and chairperson of the
Detroit Presbytery’s Peace Education
Committee.
The chief rewards of this sort of work?
“Always learning so much about a vast majority
of interests: Biblical perspectives (and new
methodologies to try to understand Biblical
theology); being responsible (with the session)
for a meaningful, engaging worshipping com
munity; trying to deal creatively with public
issues; and trying to bring theological witness
to those issues (peace, disarmament, Central
American issues, South African conflict, the
Middle East concerns). It is always interesting
to be in conversation with kids, men, and
women about issues of the faith as those issues
involve personal and public controversy. And
then, as a pastor, I am often invited into (and
ask myself into) deeply personal struggles of
dis-ease, marital conflict, and identity
struggles.”
Virginia Keim Brooks ’66 is chaplain and
teacher of religion at Northfield Mount
Hermon School, an independent secondary
boarding school in Massachusetts. She is also
an ordained minister in the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.). “I have been involved in this
ministry since my graduation from seminary in
1969, although I have served as chaplain only
since 1984. The work calls on my interests and
skills in education and Christian ministry in a
pluralistic setting. The chief rewards are the
daily interaction with adolescents who are
struggling with issues of identity, morality, and
Personal growth in a rapidly changing world.
I he students here are bright and motivated —
the leaders of tomorrow — and it is exciting to

l a j r, erre ^ **an ordained minister on the staff of a
Main ^ ^ ^ urch ° f Christ congregation in Des
socialS’ t°m ' ^n ^ at cat>ac^ ’ s^ e administers all
tion tn u
M ^ community service programs in addia Horn ?r t>astof al duties. Here, she assists members of
for imH ^ ^ ss^stance Team as they prepare breakfast

teach them and ‘parent them in this setting.”
After serving for nineteen years as a pas
tor, Fred Roedger ’66 became a regional repre
sentative for the Presbyterian Church (U.SA )
Foundation. “I decided to shift the focus of my
ministry after evaluating several career options.

A n ordained Episcopal priest, Brian Fidler 7 7 is the
School Minister at Trinity-Pawling School in Pawling,
New York. The job’s chief rewards are “to be part o f the
lives o f young people as they are growing up and to take
part in shaping those lives. I had no sense of what I
would ‘d o’ with a major in religion when I declared my
major. It was simply what I enjoyed studying."

In my work I combine pastoral sensitivity, theo
logical insight, and understanding of finances.
It is very satisfying.”
Tressa (Beatrice) Mahy Mangum ’61 is
“the mother of 20-, 17-, and 16-year-old girls,
the wife of a pastor of a 500-member church,
soloist in the church choir, teacher of the adult
Sunday school class, and an active member of
the church and many of its smaller organiza

tions. I come from a missionary family and,
having been raised in the church, knew I
wanted to keep in close touch with it.”
Daniel Heischman 73 is the executive
director of the Council for Religion in
Independent Schools (CRIS), “a non-profit
organization of approximately 450 independent
schools across the country — of various reli
gious traditions and non-traditions. CRIS is
concerned about the moral and spiritual
dimension of private education, and we work
with these schools to strengthen their curricu
la, find chaplains and religion teachers, and
keep moral and spiritual issues at the forefront
of a school’s identity.”
Jackie McMakin ’56 is founder of two
organizations in which she works as consul
tant, trainer, and writer. The Partners
Community is a group of Roman Catholic and
Protestant adult educators who offer “faith
development experiences” in Catholic and
Protestant churches. “Our vision is that every
church on the comer is a potential powerhouse
for helping people connect meaningfully with
God, themselves, the community, and the
world, but too often this potential is not real
ized. We’re dedicated to bringing hope, vision,
and practical approaches to help congregations
thrive.”
The second organization, Working From
the Heart, is “an ecumenical organization
which enables people to discern life direction

What does one do with a
religion/religious studies major?
and find meaningful work. There is a tremen
dous amount of disappointment and drift for
many Americans who want to contribute to
society but have not found ways to do that
which fully use their experience and gifts.”
(See page thirty, below.)
Doris Jackson Welker ’86 writes, “As an
older non-traditional graduate, I chose selfemployment in Christian service I call Creative
Ministries. God, creative Himself, rewards me
with interesting assignments; staff writer/
reporter for our Congregational Church publi
cation, public speaking in a spiritual vein where
I incorporate my poetry, play guitar, and sing
my own ballads/spirituals, and house- and pet
sitting in exotic places such as Sanibel Island,
Florida. My lifestyle is v e ^ rewarding and was
a creative response to limited vocational
choices as a mid-aged woman. I wanted to be,
for Him, a curious, intelligent, creative, self- ’
actualizing adventurer on an upward journey to
enlightenment.”
Lisa Bove '83, “a Presbyterian minister
doing AIDS/HIV ministry” in Los Angeles
writes, “I started work in AIDS in 1985 when a
dear friend was diagnosed. So I guess [my
work] was just there to do, and after I finished
my job as a one-year interim campus pastor in
1987,1 decided Td work in El Salvador or with
people with AIDS (PWAs). I got a job with an
AIDS Social Service Agency before I got a
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position in El Salvador.” The chief rewards:
“Many — Td answer this one better in person.”
Frustrations? “The prejudice and ignorance of
the church and society.”
All real work involves the occasional frus
tration, of course. “It is difficult to discern a
clear voice of conscience from the mainline
churches or to offer as strong a voice on their
behalf as I would like,” writes Thomas Ewell
'65, executive director of the Maine Council of
Churches. “Division around reproductive
issues, gay rights, and other social justice
issues compromises a consistent, timely voice
of leadership.”
At Northfield Mount Hermon School,
Viiginia Brooks concedes that it is “frustrating
to see how the foundation of Protestant
Christian homes and doctrine has eroded in
the past several decades. Most high school stu
dents are quite ignorant of the Biblical tradition
and show very little commitment to forms of
organized religion. Spiritual life also has to
compete in this pressurized academic setting
with many other demands on students’ time.
Even if they show interest or inclination for reli
gion, there is little time to pursue matters of
the spirit.”
Daniel Heischman agrees that “the place
of ethics and religion in private education today
is fraught with ambiguity. I have a high toler
ance for, even a great appreciation of ambiguity.
At times 1 long for a more concrete perspective

Jill Currie Reeves ’84 is Director of Tour and Travel at
a major hotel in Washington, D.C. “After travelling and
performing all over the world with Up with People for
two years, I decided that I wanted to continue interact
ing and working with people from different countries. ”
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on life! No wonder I enjoy cooking in my spare
time!”
Among our respondents were teachers of
a variety of subjects to a broad range of ages.
Barbara Zink MacHaffie 71 is assistant profes
sor of history and religion at Marietta College
in Ohio. “I decided shortly into work for my
B.D. that I did not wish to pursue ordination to
ministry, but I did wish to pursue the study of

“I believe my studies made me more
accepting and understanding of a
range of ideologies.”
Christianity in which I was engaged. An aca
demic position seemed to be the most suitable
direction.”
David L. Peterson ’65, professor of Old
Testament at the Iliff School of Theology, notes
that his work at Wooster “provided ‘back
ground.’ But more important, the Wooster ‘sys
tem’ developed research skills, especially via
the Independent Study projects. These skills
were important both in professional and gradu
ate school, and to my research today — e.g., as
an NEH Fellow this year.”
Paul B. Seaton 73 is an administrator
and teacher at the West Chester Friends
School in Pennsylvania. “I spend time with
people — children, parents, other adults — in a
job which allows, even encourages, creativity,
enthusiasm, reflection, problem solving, collab
oration, decision by consensus, integrity. It is
free of red tape and attendant atrocities and
compromises I consider (perhaps unfairly)
typical of‘business.’” On the other hand, “work
ing at a small Friends school provides me with
more work than I can generally keep up with,
in part because the school cannot provide a
living wage (my salary pays my mortgage!) and
therefore I have to maintain several additional
jobs including a summer job. Get the picture?
The other frustration is that I spend time (in
part) with a fairly elite clientele [while] I
observe inordinate needs within cities close
by.”
Margery Gillespie Wicker ’51 teaches
gifted children in grades two through six. “My
first career was raising four children full time.
When we had our fifth child and eight months
later lost our ten-year-old to a horse-riding acci
dent, I decided to teach school. I needed to
enlarge my focus of operation. I love working
with children who are young enough to mold
and influence for life. These students are so
much fun and hold a special challenge. They
will be in positions to influence our nation and
world, given a good strong foundation in their
education. They need to learn sensitivity to the
needs of those around them.”
Elizabeth Westhafer O’Brien ’66 is pro
fessor of English at Drew University. “Seven
years ago I was restless just being a homemak
er and elementary school teacher. I wanted
more academic challenge.” The rewards of this
kind of work? “Contact with students and

faculty, [and] presenting literature as a way of
getting in touch with other people’s life experi
ences as well as exploring the mystery of exis
tence as articulated in literary works.”
Frustrations? “Lack of time to teach and be a
student. I hope to finish my Ph.D. in 1991.”
Many respondents are working in
careers that have no apparent relation to the
study of religion. Some note that they chose to
major in religion/religious studies for deeply
personal reasons; while their careers don’t
explicitly relate to the study of religion, their
lives have been dramatically influenced by reli
gion. Others report that the specific influence
of the study of religion on their lives has been
minimal.
Bernard H. Wright, Jr. 70, trust officer of
the Lebanon Citizens National Bank, majored
in religion because “I didn’t want to do IS or

Cornell Carter '89 is assistant to the Dean of
Faculty/Vice President for Academic Affairs at
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Georgia.
“The greatest reward is feeling that I am a part o f an
effort to make a difference in the lives of people all over
the world. We are not simply about educating people for
the ministry here but rather a concerted effort to bring
to fruition some tangible form of social justice.”

take comprehensive exams in economics,
where I had enough hours for a major.” He
confesses that “I slid through with a minimum
of work and, outside my own personal spiritual
learning, little interest in the department.” Still,
he reflects, “I think that my life, and my major
in religion, have as much, if not more, to do
with what I am outside the ‘occupation’ which I
pursue as they do with it directly. If religious
belief does not permeate all of life, it seems to
me to be incomplete. So I see myself, as I think
religion teaches, as a whole person — lawyer,
husband, father, ruling elder, mission society
board member, United Way treasurer, neighbor,
interested Wooster alumnus — flowing togeth
er as an integrated being with motivations that
are not limited to the business that supports
my habits. I work to modify the practice of my
occupation with the leaven of spiritual under
standing and thereby to be more than just
another competent practitioner.”
Betsy Wdbur Kodat 74 is “a full-time
homemaker and a part-time ‘odd-jobber’. (In
January, I taught a two-week course on
Christian Education at Nyack College. I have
written two articles for magazines and am
writing more.)” She majored in religion
because she “became a Christian at Wooster

Tressa Mahy M angum ’61
doesn’t “at present have a
job outside the home, but
as the mother of20-, 17-,
and 16-year-old girls, the
wife o f a pastor o f a 500member church, and, in
my own person, soloist in
the church choir, teacher of
the adult Sunday school
class, and active member of
the church and many o f its
smaller organizations, I
am very much occupied!”
She is pictured above (I.)
with husband Rob
Mangum and daughters
(from I.) Bethany, Heather,
and Krista.

and was intensely interested in understanding
nay faith. I wasn’t concerned with where it
would lead me career-wise.”
Shodie Lowe Alcorn 76 provides child
care in her home. “We recently moved here [to
Bedford, New York] and saw the need for quali
ty child care in an area where there are many
two-income families and not nearly enough
affordable child care options. I was able to com
bine my desire to stay at home with our
youngest son with the chance to have a second
income for ourselves and playmates for him.”
How has the study of religion been an
influence in her life? “What can I say? Id like to
believe it has been a very important link in the
chain of events that has shaped the directions
°f my life. It strengthened my personal faith; it
helped to strengthen my conviction that each
of us can make a difference in the world around
us; it nurtured most of the relationships with
People I still try to keep in touch with from Woo
hays; and, finally, I think it has helped me as I
fry to relate to and further understand people
who are different from me in religion, culture,
color of skin, and economic situation.”
Nancy Morris 70 is a medical social
worker “employed as a supervisor in a small,
non-profit care management agency that assists
me frail, elderly, and handicapped in staying
home by coordinating various home care ser
vices they need. I have always been aware of
hose less ‘fortunate’ than myself, even before
college, and while at Wooster I worked with difcrent service groups, tutoring and going to
eveland to help with an art house for innerClty y°uth. I guess it was the proverbial ‘wantlng to help people.’”
The diversity of the lives of religion/reli
gious studies majors is matched by the variety
0 r®as°ns graduates offered for wanting to
^udy religion. Several have spoken above for
. ,0”1 fhe religion/religious studies major pro' ec*a forum for the investigation and developent of their own spirituality. The major also
et ®e needs of students who were interested

Our Respondents
Fifty-one religious studies majors (29% of
the representative batch we polled) responded
to our questionnaires about why they had cho
sen the major at Wooster and what they had
done since. The diverse opinions, occupations,
and interests they represent inform this article.

in understanding religion as a social or cultural
phenomenon.
Robin Gigax 74, a market research con
sultant in Wooster, chose to major in
religion/religious studies because “the socio
logical elements of various religions were very
interesting to me. I really had no idea how
these studies would apply to a profession at the
time. I believe my studies broadened my think
ing in general and made me more accepting
and understanding of a very wide range of ide
ologies. This open-minded stance is mandatory
in maintaining objectivity in my research.”
Cornell Carter ’89, now working in the
office of the dean of faculty/vice president for
academic affairs at Columbia Theological
Seminary in Georgia, writes, “In choosing reli
gious studies, I sought to understand why peo
ple practice religion, the role religion plays
within society at large, and unconventional
ways of thinking about religion. I was less inter
ested in discovering whether or not people
attended church regularly or what the major
differences were between denominational per
ceptions of salvation. My interest in religion
was focused upon its role as a social system.”
Paul Seaton notes that he “grew up over
seas, the son of medical missionaries, and have
always been interested in religion, culture, and
the integration of the two. I developed a theory
of cultural relativism in high school and
worked on it through college. I was fascinated
by some of the finest professors (of religion) I
ever knew: Jim Norton, Harold Smith, Nels
Ferre, Dr. Tanner (all of whom left, retired, or
died while I was at Wooster), and Glenn
Bucher, who was concerned with integrity.”
Another recurring theme is that the reli
gion/ religious studies program was appealing
because it was designed to allow — even
encourage — majors to pursue other interests
by taking courses in different departments.
Thomas Ewell writes of the appeal of the

Shodie Lowe Alcorn 76
Kathy Allen 72
David L. Berkey 72
Lisa Bove ’83
Peter Boeve '63
Vnginia Keim Brooks ’66
Cornell Carter ’89
Nivedita Chakraborty Patel ’84
Barbara Cooper ’52
David Douglas 71
Jeffrey D. Eng ’80
Thomas C. Ewell ’65
Faith V. Ferre ’69
Brian Fidler 77
Gerald B. Fischer ’65
Ken Fischer ’66
Cynthia Ann Fisher Freer 76
Robin Gigax 74
Willa Jean Spencer Hamer ’64
Daniel Heischman 73
Betsey Wilbur Kodat 74
John], Lolla, Jr. 76
Barbara J. MacHaffie 71
Cameron Maneese 79
Tressa Mahy Mangum ’61
Brandt McCabe '69
Jacqueline McMakin ’56
Margaret Chambers Mielke ’64
Nancy Morris 71
Elizabeth Westhafer O’Brien ’66
David L. Petersen ’65
Joan Withers Priest ’84
Jill Currie Reeves ’84
Tina McCreight Robie 74
Fred Roedger '66
Adair Mackey Ruff 73
Paul B. Seaton 73
Linda Seese ’64
Janet Smeltz 77
G.T (Buck) Smith ’56
Joni Eaton Smith ’56
Pamela Wurtz Smith 74
Paul B. Smith '81
Gil Staffend ’65
Patricia Hiller Stainke 73
Michael E. Tindall 72
Doris Jackson Welker ’86
Margery Gillespie Wicker ’51
Lynn Withrow 72
Bernard H. Wright, Jr. 70
Philip‘Tib” Young’31
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major: “A practical consideration was that it
demanded fewer required courses which freed
me for a wide range of options. When I
declared my major, I really did assume I would
eventually work in the field of religion. I was
right.”
David Douglas 71, a writer on environ
mental issues who formerly practiced environ
mental law, writes that “the department
seemed to grant enormous flexibility in what
was studied under the umbrella of religion, par
ticularly through the ‘399’ program [individual
ized tutorials constructed by student and facul
ty member].”
The decision to study religion is
undoubtedly influenced by events outside
Wooster. This is most evident in the comments
of majors who graduated in the ’60s and early
70s, when America was painfully enduring the
rites of passage wrought both by struggles for
change and widespread resistance to its
involvement in Vietnam.
Kenneth Fischer ’66, executive director
of the University Musical Society of the
University of Michigan, chose to major in reli
gion because he “was in school in the early and
middle sixties when many people’s religious
faith was guiding their commitment to improv
ing the world — Peace Corps, civil rights,
opposition to Vietnam. It was an exciting major,
relevant to the times. The sixties were a special
time to be studying religion and religious influ
ences in society. Key leaders — intellectual,
moral, and social action — during this time
were people of the church: Martin Luther King,
Jr.; William Sloane Coffin, Jr.; Robert Mcafie
Brown. It’s hard for me to separate what was
going on in the classroom from what was going
on on campus in terms of my activities. It was a
wonderful blending of classroom and real life.”
Kathy Allen 72 writes, “I grew up in a
‘church-related’ family — the daughter of a
minister. In college I saw how the church was
involved in political affairs (i.e., Clergy and
Laymen against the War) in the late ’60s and
early 70s. This was a prime interest. I wanted
my involvement in the church to extend into
Ken Fischer ’66 is executive
director o f the University
Musical Society of the
University o f Michigan.
“My study of religion at
Wooster was a factor in my
not going to seminary, but
a positive factor. I remem
ber how friendly the depart
m ent faculty and spouses
were; they were teachers,
advisors, colleagues,
friends.”Above, Fischer
(second from r.), President
James J. Duderstadt of the
University of Michigan (I),
and Ann Arbor mayor
GeraldJemigan (r.) help
celebrate Leonard
Bernstein’s (second from I.)
seventieth birthday after a
concert by Bernstein and
the Vienna Philharmonic
arranged by Fischer’s
Society.
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society and the socio-political issues of the
times.”
Linda Seese ’64, a gardener in New
Mexico, chose the major because she liked the
professors and the idealism of the Christian
goals of social change. “The involvement of
some of the professors in the Civil Rights move
ment and my personal commitments to social
justice led me to Mississippi after graduation,
and that experience has set me on a path of
continuing involvement in the women’s move
ment, Vietnam, Indian rights, and environmen
tal concerns — and out of the church.”
If the perception of the religion/religious
studies major was influenced by events outside
the College in the ’60s and 70s, what sense
have graduates had of others’ perceptions of
their major? The majority of respondents
intone, almost as one: people don’t generally
understand. The graduates do not, however,
necessarily agree on what to make of the mis
conceptions. Philip ‘Tib” Ibung ’31 reflects that

“It is not fa ir to stereotype this major
either in the past or now. ”
“the perception rests with the individual and
not the material. Therefore it does fluctuate. It
is not fair to stereotype this major either in the
past or now. I know over the years some have
asked the question, ‘Is he that way because he
is a preacher or is he a preacher because he is
that way?’ I had four friends who gave as one of
their reasons for entering the ministry that it
needed more well-rounded people.”
Peter Boeve: “I think that others’ opin
ions of majoring in religion leaned to thinking
it ‘less relevanf than other career-lined studies
(for teaching, business, pre-med), but that
could be my own anxiety. I have come to have
much more respect for, and see the limitations
in, other more highly touted careers. And I
have come to have much more respect and
energy for being a positive apologist for the

Christian faith, less ‘embarrassed’ for its seem
ingly ‘weak-in-the-head’ preached testimony,
and ‘seemingly irrelevant’ action in the public
realm.”
Maigaret Chambers Mielke ’64 notes
that “unless pressed, I seldom admit to people
what my major was in college. If I say I majored
in comparative religion and sociology, people
generally will say something like, ‘How interest
ing.’ If I simply admit I majored in religion,
there is usually a deathly silent pause, after
which my listener will reply, ‘Oh.’ Then the sub
ject gets changed. People seem uncomfortable
with discussing a major in religion. And no,
this hasn’t changed over the years. Even
Presbyterian clergy, on first meeting, aren’t too
comfortable with my saying that I was a reli
gion major.”
Willa Jean Spencer Hamer ’64 writes,
“One quickly learns that most people have no
idea what a religion major is, and it is better to
avoid talking about it altogether than to be mis
taken for a fundamentalist fanatic, a mystic, or
an ‘experf in the Christian education of chil
dren. This has not changed over the years, but
those who are truly interested come to under
stand, and I have never stooped to describing
myself as a ‘philosophy major.’”
David L. Peterson writes that “in the mid
sixties, many religion majors were focusing on
the parish ministry. Now, with the shift to reli
gious studies, I think the major is viewed as
one of many appropriate to work in the liberal
arts.”
Lynn Withrow 72 recalls that people
assumed she would “be super straight, that
people around me would have to behave in an
‘angelic’ way, and that I would look down at
other behaviors. People are usually very sur
prised by my major.”
Adair Ruff 73: “Only my more intimate
friends know I was a religion major. Ifs a real
attention grabber at a party! When I tell a new
acquaintance my major, s/h e expects me to be
able to quote scripture. Nothing could be far
ther from the truth!”
Patricia Hiller Stainke 73 writes, “I have

Jack Lolla 7 6 is an
ordained Presbyterian min
ister serving a congregation
in the eastern suburbs of
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
“From counseling drug
addicts and broken families
to burying and baptizing
members o f the church to
entering into political, ecu
menical, and interfaith dis
cussions and projects, I find
myself continually chal
lenged by bringing spiritual
meaning to human living. ”

always felt that others (during college, but
especially outside Wooster, after college) won
dered why in the world any intelligent person
would pursue a major in religion. The look
said, ‘What for? What can you do with it? What
in the world does a religion major do, anyway?’
And, in later years, the look said, ‘If it wasn’t a
Bible course, what good was it?’ I didn’t wait for
the looks. Rather, I jumped to answer the ques
tions before they were asked. I guess I felt a
little defensive — it all seemed frivolous and
lacking validity in their eyes. Sometimes I even
asked myself the same questions and doubted
my course of action. But after twenty years, I
would not change a thing. Let them wonder. I
know it has prepared me for a full and rich life
today, for which I am grateful.”
Tina McCreight Robie 74: “Most people
laugh.”
“I remember very vividly that, at the
time, my friends at Wooster could not imagine
why I was majoring in religion; I did not act as
they thought a religion major should act,”
recalls Brian Fidler 77. “To this day, I do not
know how a religion major should act. My work
at Wooster challenged me, trained me for
future academic work and beyond, and instilled
)n me a love for intellectual inquiry. I suppose it
is easier now that I am an Episcopal priest to
°°k back and say, That’s why I majored in reli8i°n.’ But that is not what I had in mind when I
started.”
i Cameron Maneese 79: “As a ‘social
work professional, I have encountered sur
prised responses to my degree in religion,
nstead of seeing it as the foundation for educa!?n and knowledge, many see it as a closed
isctpline which allows for only one inevitable
pareer choice — ‘the ministry.’ I am proof that
ministry’ takes many forms.”
,
Nivedita Chakraborty Patel '84:
. henever I told anyone I was majoring in refi
ll*011’ they said, ‘What are you going to do with
at- But as Wooster prepared me with a libera arts background, I was able to take up differ-

ent disciplines. Now people realize that I am
capable of learning whatever I please.”
Jill Currie Reeves ’84 writes, “I used to
tell people that I majored in religious studies
without any explanation of what that entailed.
After a lot of blank stares and comments like
‘Do you plan on being a nun?’ I realized that
not everyone has an understanding of a major
like religious studies within the context of a lib
eral arts education. Now I clarify my response
with ‘it’s similar to a history major.’ What I want
to avoid is ‘apologizing’ for or being embar
rassed by what the name of my major implies.”
I, too, have been bothered by the need to
define my major whenever it comes up, and
while I will stand behind it when I must, I don’t
freely introduce it into conversation. More
bothersome still are the instances when an
explanation is not good enough: A major credit
card company soliciting applications from
college students turned down my application,
listing as the reason my course of study. An
employment service asked me to change my
resume to reflect that I had majored in a “less
controversial” area of study. One takes these
things in stride, but they are worthy of some
consideration.
In 1987, the year I graduated from
Wooster, religion was not enjoying the best of
press in the world. In addition to the long
standing battles in Northern Ireland, Jordan,
Iran, and Iraq, the Great Battles of the
Evangelist Preachers — from Oral Roberts to
Jim Bakker and Jimmy Swaggart — were being
waged on the front pages of newspapers whose
writers enjoyed the task of conveying the
increasingly ludicrous developments. America
loves its news; good news tends to be subordi
nate to bad news on front pages; and extreme
cases cast far-reaching shadows. In 1987 there
was a shadow on the religious studies major,
and in a very practical sense there was some
reckoning to be done.
The heart of the matter is the nature of a
liberal arts education, the role of the
religion/religious studies major in it, and the
ways in which the major does and should

“A Major for Life”
It is certainly possible that there are
other families consisting of triple religious
studies majors, but the Smith family — G.T
(Buck) ’56, Joni Eaton '56, and Paul ’81 — was
the one that turned up in this survey.
After fifteen years as Wooster’s vice
president for development, Buck was president
of Chapman College for another eleven. As
president emeritus, he now counsels college
presidents and trustees in the areas of plan
ning, management, and human and financial
resource development. Joni is a “homemaker
and volunteer, serving as chairperson of the
board of directors for an inner-city ballet com
pany for low-income, minority children.” Paul
manages several apartment communities in
Orange County, California.
They chose the major for different
reasons. Buck thought it would be the way to
find out if he really wanted to go to seminary
“(Answer, No!)”, and some of his best student
and faculty friends were in the department.
Joni liked the low number of required hours,
which provided maximum freedom to take
additional courses in a variety of departments.
There was also “a natural attraction because of
my family upbringing.” Paul says that “religion
as a major is really a ‘major for life,’ encompass
ing many of the liberal arts, including history,
art, psychology, sociology, music, and
literature.”
“My IS topic was ‘Juvenile Delinquency
and the Church,”’ writes Joni. “It launched me
solidly on a life-learning journey in the area of
youth work.” Buck points out that “my career

The Smiths — Buck, Joni ’56s, and Paul ’81 — all
majored in religion at Wooster.

has dealt almost exclusively with the churchrelated liberal arts college. This is a direct out
growth of having studied religion at Wooster.
My college studies and experience, profession
al career, personal and family life, and wider
interests all hang together, resulting in a whole
ness and consistency that is downright
thrilling.”
My parents were both religion majors at
Wooster in 1956,” says Paul. “I followed twentyfive years later and had some of the same pro
fessors, such as J. Arthur Baird. Though the
classes and professors have changed in the
department, I believe the focus has remained
constant, with new opportunities.”
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accommodate to the changing role and percep
tion of religion in the country. John J. Lolla, Jr.
76, an ordained minister in the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) serving a congregation in the
eastern suburbs of Pittsburgh, reflects at some
length on this.
“I am very concerned about the future of
the religion major at Wooster,” he writes, “and
the overall curricular direction. I am uncertain
that religious studies has as high a priority as it
once did when the College was more closely
related to the church. From what I can see,
Wooster is moving in the direction of Harvard,
Yale, and Princeton Universities, all of which
are fine institutions, all of which were originally
established by the church in service to the
church, all of which no longer serve the church
directly.
“My lament as a minister wrestling with
the growing challenges of secularism and reli
gious pluralism is that Presbyterians and other
mainstream Christians are in danger of losing
their ‘Christian’ identity. I have found one of the
important vacuums in the church's life is high
er education. Presbyterian students are no
longer receiving the theological, historical, and
ethical training from the Reformed perspective
in their college and university experience. As a
result, they are unable to analyze their social
circumstances from a clearly understood reli
gious faith.
“There is a great distinction between
teaching about the phenomenon of religion
and teaching a world view from within the con
fessional perspective of the church. A sophisti-

“For me, the content was more
important than the method. ”
cated institution of liberal education can suc
cessfully [implement] the latter approach with
out compromising the inclusivity and freedom
of conscience which has been the hallmark of
Presbyterian theology of the latter part of the
twentieth century. The question is whether or
not Wooster believes this is part of its educa
tional mission. If it is not, then it will be a great
tragedy for the church, both locally and inter
nationally.”
There can be no doubt that the College
of Wooster aims to provide for its students a lib
eral arts education — the tone and spirit of
which have changed and will continue to
change with time. It seems equally clear that
the relationship between the College and the
church is not what it once was; in addition to
the renaming of the religion major, mandatory
church attendance is a thing of the past, and,
though materials sent to prospective students
do discuss Wooster’s Presbyterian roots, they
do not refer to Wooster as a “Christian college.”
Is the change a bad thing? I don’t think
so, but the answer depends upon what it is one
hopes to gain from a major in religion/religious studies. There are several considerations.
First, the diversity of Wooster’s student body

20

This summer, Willa Jean
Spencer H am er '64 will
become head o f children's
services at the public library
in Tiffin, Ohio. “I was so
excited, when I took Old
Testament from Dr. Boling,
to discover that the academ
ic study of religion was not
like Sunday school but chal
lenging and vital that I
decided religion was the
major for me.

has increased steadily over the years, drawing
individuals from a variety of cultural and reli
gious backgrounds. If the College is to contin
ue on this path, it must consider precisely how
these students — among them Jewish, Islamic,
Hindu, Buddhist, non-religious students — will
be an active part of the Wooster program.
Second, clearly the major has a definite,
important function as a forum for the investiga
tion and development of spirituality. But it must
also work hard to address the goals of a liberal
arts education: the increased capacity for criti
cal thought and autonomy of action. It would
seem to me to be impossible for the depart
ment to teach “from within the confessional
perspective of the church” without establishing
a test of faith credentials for its members. That
would not fit with the open-minded, critical
thinking of the liberal arts. It is, after all, pre
cisely the “open mind” about which the skep
tics wonder when they raise their eyebrows
upon their first encounter with a religious stud
ies major.
Graduates reflect in different ways on the
nature of the education they received, depend
ing on their conceptions of growth. Willa Jean
Spencer Harris '64 writes that “studying reli
gion helped answer questions of meaning,
helped me decide what is important (or not) in
our culture, and strengthened my Christian
faith. The study of religion is a terrific way to
gain perspective on world events, since religion
plays a much greater part in human events than
most people (or at least most journalists) rec
ognize. Because Fve studied religion, I see
blind spots in our culture that lots of people
aren’t aware of. And I never think of all the
troubles in the Middle East without remember
ing Harold Smith’s great sadness about the
conflicts there and his wish that men would
realize their essential brotherhood.”
Gil Staffend ’65 notes that “the study of
religion taught me to pay more attention to
what people do and less attention to what
people say. Because wars are generally fought

and justified with high-sounding ethical ratio
nales and apologia, the study of religion sensi
tized me to the fraud in words, everywhere.”
“In college I questioned everything that
was taught to me by my parents, as most stu
dents do,” writes Joan Withers Priest ’84. “I
had spent my whole life in the Presbyterian
Church. In my studies of world religions, I not
only learned a great deal about the world and
how deeply religions affect some cultures, but I
also learned the importance of my own faith
and the faith of my childhood. It was through
that study that I began to see my surroundings
in a new way, and religion began to permeate
my entire life.”
Cameron Maneese notes that the study
of religion “helped me to develop my critical
thinking skills. It enhanced my appreciation of
diverse cultures and philosophies/theologies.
It allowed me a rare chance to examine the
human condition from a variety of vantage
points.”
Lynn Withrow majored in religious stud
ies because she was interested in the depart
ment and topics and wanted a general, liberal
arts education. Her study of religion influenced
her “not much differently from my general col
lege career — which gave me a better under
standing of the world at large and an interest in
other cultures and ways of living.” Working in
the sale of employee benefits, Withrow notes
that the study of religion helped her to sharpen
her critical skills and awakened her curiosity.
But “other majors would have also.”
Bernard Wright remarks, “I did my
senior IS on ethics with Dr. Bell and learned a
lot about ethical systems and ethical thinking
as a result. Those ideas have been a good foun
dation for many situations since then. I am
aware that this is the reverse of the intent of IS,
as I hear and read about how the skills transfer
to other situations. I would say that for me the

content was more important than the
methodology.”
David L. Berkey 72, associate pastor at
Jesse Lee Memorial United Methodist Church
in Ridgefield, Connecticut, writes, “At first I
thought Fd made a mistake in majoring in reli
gion, since I ended up going to seminary. But
the broad liberal arts requirements gave me
perspective, and I believe, in the long run, it
was the best choice — because it is who I am.
My IS was about suburban Protestant values
and religious expression, and here I am as a
pastor in a suburban Protestant church! Those
were my roots, I studied them, and now, after
eight years in New York City, Fve returned to
them.
“My study of religion at Wooster was
very personal and autobiographical and has
greatly influenced my vocation and life. The
period 1968-72 was a very scary, unstable time,
yet my religious studies ultimately gave me the
tools to deal with such change and, later, to
help others find the tools in their own faith
journeys.”
Lisa Bove reflects that she was powerfully
influenced by more than the religion/religious
studies department. “I was also involved with
athletics, the Westminster Presbyterian
Church, theater, the gay/lesbian support
group, anti-apartheid stuff, sanctuary — all of
this shaped my understanding of bringing jus
tice and love into this world. My eyes were
opened, and I try to live my life with those
values first and foremost. My sense of this has
of course focused in my experiences since
Wooster, but my awareness definitely started
there.”
Regardless of their careers, their aspira
tions, and their interests, the respondents who
chose to reflect on their memories of the
department did note with warmth and humor
that their experiences at Wooster had made
lasting impressions.
Brandt McCabe '69, a physician and
internist-cardiologist living in New Jersey,

Joan Withers Priest 8 4 is associate pastor of a
Presbyterian church in Lawrenceville, New Jersey, with
primary responsibility for Christian education and
youth ministry. “My studies at Wooster not only allowed
me to question and nurture my faith, but also sparked
a curiosity about teaching or working in a church. ”

remembers: “Dr. Tanner told us of three kinds
of love — philia, eros, and aqape. Then he told
us about when he told Mrs. Tanner he had all
three for her. A pause. Then, ‘She liked that.’
Very dry.”
Elizabeth O’Brien remembers “Harold
Smith and Bev Asbury in the front line of the
civil rights march that went through downtown
Wooster. Many others also participated, but I
have a sharp memory of those two and the feel
ing of seeing faith in action.”
Many graduates reflect on their trips to
Israel with Mary and J. Arthur Baird. Jill
Reeves writes, “I will always remember climb
ing Mt. Sinai by moonlight. It was a difficult,
rocky climb, but J. Arthur Baird insisted on
making the trek. When he arrived behind the
rest of us at the top, he had the largest grin on
Philip “Tib" Young ’31
became dean o f students
and athletic director at
Parsons College in 1946,
after service in the U.S.
Navy. While at Parsons, he
began responding to
requests “to help churches
when they needed a speak
er," and ended up speaking
to more than sixty congrega
tions of eight different
denominations. “When you
retire, never let it be
known,"he says now, his
own indescretion having
landed him in enough civic
and church activities to
make two regular jobs.

his face Fve ever seen! (His glow was not much
different from what I imagine Moses’ to have
been.) Dr. Baird told us that would be his last
Mt. Sinai climb.”
Pamela Wurtz Smith 74 met her hus
band Tim (74, also a religion major) on Baird’s
Travel/Study seminar to Israel. “As a group, we
did our travelling in Israel by bus. Two years
later Dr. Baird married us at Wooster. The one
part of the wedding service that we do remem
ber is when he recalled our trip to the Middle
East and how he had ‘watched our love go from
the back of the bus to the front of the altar.’ We
still chuckle!”
“My husband and I were married in
Douglass Hall in December of 73,” writes Tina
Robie. “Rich Bell let my (to be) husband’s fami
ly stay in his home the weekend of the wed
ding, since he and his family were going away.
The night before the wedding, Greg’s wedding
ring accidentally got washed down the drain in
the shower. We debated about tearing out the
plumbing.”
Faith V Ferre ’69 writes, “My most vivid
memory is of my father [Nels Ferre] speaking
in chapel. Terribly crippled and in great pain,
he had to be carried to a stool on stage. During
the course of his address, he became so ‘filled
with the Holy Spirit that he straightened up,
got off the stool, and began to walk around. As
he finished his address, he shrank up again,
climbed back onto the stool and had to be car-

Some come religious; some become
religious; some do not.
ried off. That was powerful to watch, especially
as his daughter.”
Religion/religious studies majors come
to the department from a variety of back
grounds with a multitude of concerns, inter
ests, and goals. They pick and choose their
courses, using the flexibility of the program to
work with the professors and subjects — inside
the department and out — that best address
their needs. Some come religious; some
become religious; some do not. They go for
ward to minister, teach, parent, heal bodies,
minds, and souls, counsel, write, sell, work
with computers, make music, plan cities. If the
religion/religious studies major has needed to
be explained to dubious listeners, graduates
hardly seem crippled by it.
As for the religion/religious studies
major itself, it seems to have played a crucial
role in shaping identities — either directly, or
by allowing its students the freedom to follow
ideas that know no departmental bounds. If it
is to continue successfully on its course of
change, its struggle must be the struggle of lib
eral arts education and the liberally educated:
to keep informed of events around the world, to
look for patterns in history that help us to make
sense of our future, to be willing to consider
alternatives to our habitual ways, to decide
which goals are worthwhile and be guided
accordingly.
^
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Setting the Tone
by John Finn

s any basketball official who worked
one of Wooster’s games during A1 Van
Wie’s tenure as coach can attest, the
Dutchman has never been one to keep
his opinions to himself. In fact, Wooster's out
spoken Van Wie has a reputation for sharing
his views on almost any subject So when the
National Collegiate Athletic Association came
calling in 1986, Van Wie was ready to listen and,
of course, offer his opinion.
At the time, he was in his 11th year as
athletic director at Wooster, but the routine was
wearing on him. He needed a change if not a
challenge, and he got both when he was elect
ed to the NCAA Committee for Division III.
“The job of an athletic director involves a
lot of paperwork and a lot of repetition,” he
admits. “I was getting a little stale, and the
opportunity to serve on the NCAA committee
was a national challenge, which really came at
the right time for me in my career.”
But there was more to Van Wie’s motive
than simply the desire for a change of pace.
Like many of his colleagues, he had become
increasingly concerned about the disturbing
state of college athletics, and this was his
chance to do something about it.
“I thought I could effect some worth
while change,” he says. “At the very least, I was
going to try.”
It did not take long for the rest of the
NCAA Committee to discover that Van Wie was
serious about his commitment. In his first year
on the committee, he was part of an appeal for
a student-athlete who challenged the NCAA
because he had been stripped of his eligibility

A

The promotion meant both prestige
and sacrifice.
after transferring from a junior college to New
Mexico State. There was considerable discus
sion on the matter, and Van Wie believed that
the student-athlete had made a good case for
himself; so he raised his hand to call for the
question. Recognized by the chairman, he
moved that a vote be taken, but the chairman
ignored his request.
There was more discussion, and a short
time later Van Wie, who sensed that the majori
ty of the committee shared his point of view on
the issue, raised his hand again to call for the
question. At that point, executive director
Walter Byers, who believed the NCAA was
above reproach, stepped down from his seat on
the platform and made his way to Van Wie’s
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chair. “So, you’re a damn parliamentarian, are
you?” Byers growled.
"Die message was clear - don’t challenge
the NCAA. But Van Wie did, and he held his
ground. An athletic director from a small
Division III institition in Ohio had just chal
lenged the most powerful man in college athlet
ics and refused to back down. It was the first of
many stands that Van Wie took against what he

also chaired the Division III Championship
Committee.
“The term ‘vice president is really a mis
nomer,” says Van Wie. “President, or chairper
son, would be much more accurate because
this person really is the leader of the group.”
Van Wie’s promotion meant both prestige
and sacrifice. In the past two years, he has
logged close to 100,000 miles in air travel, sat
through almost 400 hours of meetings, and
spent nearly 100 days away from home.
The NCAA Council, which is the oiganization’s governing body when the convention is
not in session, meets four times each year. The
Division III Championship Committee meets
three times each year, and the executive com
mittee, which rules on such issues as staffing,
salaries, and budget items, also meets three
times a year.
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A l Van Wie ’52

believed was the NCAAs lack of flexibility, and
although he didn’t win that particular battle, it
showed his colleagues his willingness to take a
stand on the side of common sense and con
cern for students.
“That incident was my first exposure to
the NCAAs philosophy that a rule is a rule is a
rule,” says Van Wie. “I was greatly concerned
about the organization’s lack of flexibility, and I
felt it needed to be challenged.”
Van Wie’s repeated challenges to the
NCAAs rigid structure, not to mention his
growing role as leader during two years of faith
ful service on the committee, led to his election
as vice president for Division III — a major
honor, but one that carried even more responsi
bility and required a lot more time.
The NCAA is a voluntary organization
consisting of more than 800 colleges and uni
versities across the country. Its primary purpos
es are to regulate intercollegiate athletics and
to coordinate championship events for its mem
ber schools.
As vice president, Van Wie chaired the
11-member committee for Division III that
reports to the 44-member NCAA Council. He

“It was damn near a full-time job,” says
Van Wie. “As a matter of fact, the last four
NCAA presidents have lost their jobs back at
their schools.
“I was concerned about the amount of
time such an office would take, and I would not
have accepted the position without the support
of President Copeland,” says Van Wie. ‘We are
very fortunate to have a president who sees the
big picture and recognizes the value of service
on a national level.”
“Al Van Wie has been a visionary leader
in college athletics for three decades,” says
Copeland. “All of those students who play a
sport for the love of the sport could not be
more effectively represented than by an indi
vidual with Al’s convictions.”
Since 1986, Van Wie has helped bring
about positive change in Division III, and that
has been his chief objective. “Outside the
Division III schools, most people don’t have a
clue as to what we’re all about,” he says. “They
don’t realize that we have competitive teams
with top quality athletes. They just don’t under
stand how important our athletic programs are
to our institutions.
“About four years ago, there was a grow
ing sentiment that schools like Wooster did not
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belong in the NCAA,” adds Van Wie. “We were
all being painted by the same brush, and many
Division III presidents were not happy about
being grouped with scandal-ridden schools like
SMU, Oklahoma, and North Carolina State.”
So Van Wie went right at the issues. He
was deeply involved in discussions and subse
quent decisions about mandatory drug testing,
the use of steroids, recruiting violations, illegal
payments to athletes, and many of the other ills
that continue to plague major college athletic
programs. But Van Wie’s primary focus was on
small colleges and universities, and he worked
tirelessly to bring about change on the issues
that he believed separated Division III from
Division I.
One of those issues was financial aid.
“There was real concern and confusion over
financial aid for athletes, and the situation had
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A1 Van Wie outlines the top 10 issues in
college athletics as he sees them during the
next 10 years.

dent-athletes. At the same time, many college
athletic administrators will continue to battle
for maintaining, if not increasing, the number
of events because of the potential revenue. Who
will win this one is anyone’s guess.

Reform

Public Image

The 1990 NCAA Convention has been
called the Reform Convention. For the first
time in history, the President’s Commission
wrested control from the athletic directors and
instituted a number of changes, including a
reduction in the length of spring football prac
tice and a limit to the number of basketball
games in a season. The question is, will this
reform movement continue throughout the
decade, or will athletic directors regain the
upper hand?

How much longer can college athletics
withstand the negative publicity generated by
stories about scandals in the media?

Looking Ahead

Survival
Can the National Collegiate Athletic
Association survive in its present form, or will
there be sweeping changes in the next decade?
Many believe that if changes are not made,
large schools may go in one direction and small
schools in another to form organizations that
will better meet their needs.

Television Money
The billion dollar contract between CBS
and the NCAA to televise the Division I basket
ball championship as well as fifteen other
championships should provide the Association
with enough money to furnish a wide range of
services to the membership. The question is
whether the leadership of the NCAA will have
the good sense to see that all members of the
association share in this money.

Government Intervention
to be clarified,” says Van Wie. “Some thought
athletic ability should be measured the way
other talents are measured. But I think com
petitive athletics are different from music and
theatre programs. In athletics, everyone must
be on the same page. So we brought the issue
before the membership and forced our schools
to take a stand.”
The result was that the members voted
overwhelmingly not to award financial aid on
the basis of athletic ability. It was short, simple,
and straightforward, but to ensure that there
would be no misunderstanding, Van Wie took
®ings one step further. He wrote to every
Division III president and financial aid officer
t° clarify the decision so that no one would
nave to interpret complicated legislation.
The second issue that Van Wie
addressed was that of student-athletes transfernng. “There used to be three or four pages of
Policies on transferring,” he says. “It took a
Philadelphia lawyer to figure it out. We’ve made
ft sipple. If an athlete transfers from any other
institution, that athlete is immediately eligible
o participate in a varsity sport provided he or
she has met all of the academic requirements.
ITiis was a controversial decision
ecause many presidents and athletic directors

The threat of government intervention in
college athletics is a major concern of the
NCAA. Most presidents and athletic directors
would agree that the last thing intercollegiate
athletics needs at this time is governmental
involvement. Still, Congressmen Bill Bradley
and Tom MacMillan, both of whom were out
standing collegiate basketball players, have pro
posed legislation that would force Division I
and II institutions to make public the gradua
tion rates of their athletes. Will there be more
intervention in the 1990s?

Rights o f Athletes
Should student-athletes be paid for their
performances? Is drug testing legal? Should
scholarship athletes who don’t graduate in four
years be entitled to further subsidy until they
graduate? Will college athletes one day union
ize? These are just a few of the issues regarding
the rights of athletes that the NCAA will face in
the next decade.

Performance-Enhancing Drugs
The NCAA will randomly test Division I
football players next season in an effort to
reduce the use of performance-enhancing
drugs such as steriods. Wdl this practice be
allowed to continue, or will the courts step in
and prevent it?

Cost Containment
Major universities are spending hun
dreds of thousands of dollars to recruit, to
maintain large staffs, and to meet many of the
other expenses that come with running a bigtime athletic program, but has the spending
gone too far? Only about twenty major college
athletic programs finished in the black last
year; the rest incurred losses, some severe.
Some kind of cost containment program is nec
essary to bring this runaway spending back in
line.

Amateurism
Is Division III indeed the last bastion of
amateur athletics in this country, or can
Divisions I and II follow suit? Amateur athletics
as we know them on the college level are in real
jeopardy. Can they survive into the next
decade?

Length o f Playing Seasons
A major task facing the NCAA is an eval
uation of the length of playing seasons for each
sport. There will be continued pressure to
reduce the length of seasons and number of
contests to remove some of the burden on stu
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am convinced that the vast majority of presi
dents, athletic directors, and coaches in
Division III don’t want to cheat. It has been
proven time and again that you can win in
Division III. Look at our baseball program or
Kenyon’s swim program. Many of the rules that
were broken in Division III were either too
complicated to understand or just not known.
We didn’t need more rules. We needed fewer
rules and more clarity.”
As a result of Van Wie’s leadership,
Division III schools have become less con
cerned about legislation and more concerned
about open dialogue. “Instead of debating con
fusing proposals for legislation, we began to
have open forums,” says Van Wie. “Our con
cerns about financial aid, length of playing sea
sons, and other key issues were discussed
openly, and they produced far more fruitful
solutions than instituting more unnecessary
rules and regulations.”
Van Wie has left a lasting mark on col
lege athletics and his associates at the NCAA.
“A1 is a very special person,” says Royce
Flippin, athletic director at Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, who worked with Van
Wie for two years and succeeded him as the
chair of the Championship Committee. “He is a
very creative person, and he initiated a number
of new ideas that increased the NCAAs out
reach to the members.
“A1 really set the tone for a change of
direction and philosophy at the NCAA by creat
ing an open and productive environment, and I
hope to carry on what he did," adds Flippin.
“He has all the qualities of a leader, not the
least of which is his skill as a communicator.”
“He demonstrated a sincere commit-

in Division III felt it would open the floodgates
to athletes transferring from Division I.
Part of Van Wie’s justification for the
change stemmed from his belief that an athlete
should have the same rights as any other stu
dent. “Athletes at Division III schools are stu
dents first; there are no athletic scholarships. If
students are paying big money to attend a
Division III school, then they should have the
right to participate in athletics right away,
regardless of where they transfer from.”
It turned out that Van Wie’s instincts
were right. There was no mass exodus of ath
letes from Divisions I and II to Division III, and
because there was no complicated legislation,
the NCAA did not have to waste its time sorting
through the case of every athlete who wanted
to transfer.
Van Wie’s third victory was a triumph
over his pet peeve, or what he refers to as minutia. “There was far too much detail,” he says.

“Competitive athletics are different
from music and theater.”
“We haggled over everything from the size of
an envelope to the number of colors a school
can use in a recruiting brochure. It just got to
be ridiculous, so we cut out most of the little
things that really didn’t make any difference.”
One of Van Wie’s favorite examples of
minutia was the introduction of a piece of legis
lation stating that single-sex institutions did
not have to provide a comparable num
ber of varsity sports for the other sex.
“Divisions I and II agreed that
such legislation should be added, but I
told the council that Division III refused to
consider the issue,” says Van Wie. “I just didn’t
see the need to talk about a rule to allow a
women’s college not to have men’s sports.
Needless to say the NCAA staff was horrified,
but the president agreed with our point of view.
It was ridiculous to tie up the valuable time of
presidents, athletic directors, and faculty repre
sentatives to discuss such a meaningless pro
posal.”
Van Wie’s fourth objective was to open up
the committee selection because he felt certain
individuals had a stranglehold on several of the
groups. ‘T he NCAA is a democracy, and no
one individual or institution is bigger than the
rest. We tried to open things up, bring in new
blood, give everyone who wanted it a chance to
have a say.”
Ironically, at a time when many believed
the NCAA needed tighter controls and more
regulations on its members, Van Wie opted for
fewer. It was his own version of deregulation,
and it worked.
In 1986, Van Wie’s first year on the com
mittee, thirty pieces of legislation were brought
before the representatives of Division III. Last
year, only six pieces of legislation were pro
posed. The rest of the time was spent on open
discussion.
“You can’t legislate integrity,” he says. “I
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M inna Jinn ’91 takes what turned out to be a success
fu l penalty shot against Kenyon.
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Third baseman Chris Bell '91 throws while pitcher
John Jordan ’90 ducks in a game against Grove City.

ment to doing what was right for intercollegiate
athletics,” says Judy Sweet, athletic director at
the University of California at San Diego.
“There is no question that Division III and the
NCAA as a whole benefited from Al’s leader
ship. He possessed strong beliefs, articulated
them well, and followed through in an effort to
make them reality.”
Dick Schultz, executive director of the
NCAA, agreed with Flippin and Sweet, adding,
“A1 has been and still is a strong leader in
Division III athletics. He is a quality person in
every respect, and The College of Wooster and
the NCAA are richer because of his presence.”
An objective sign of the NCAAs continu
ing regard for Van Wie is his recent appoint
ment to the advisory committee to review
recommendations regarding distribution of
revenues. The committee’s decisions will be
vital to the future of the NCAA; it will help to
decide who gets how much of the $1 billion
CBS paid for broadcasting rights to the NCAA
championships, including the men’s basketball
tournament.
A1 Van Wie has indeed made a difference
— a difference of which both he and the
College can be proud. His commitment to
intercollegiate athletics and his willingness to
speak out on the issues have left a lasting
impression on those who worked with him,
and his efforts will leave a mark on college ath
letes for many years to come. ^
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The Ephemeral Art
As Henry Copeland explains in his introduction
below, the inauguration oftheAileen Dunham Chair in
History honored the life ofAileen Dunham with talk
about teaching history. However, the three main speak
ers had much to say about teaching which was not disci
pline-specific. In fact, their words offer an insider’s view
of what goes into good teaching at The College of
Wooster, all across the curriculum.
-Ed.

Talking about History

synthesizer of human activities, combining in
one vast panorama all the intimate interplay of
geography, economics, science, and social rela
tions, religion and philosophy, never forgetting
at the center the individual human being,
whether hero or villain, or simply pathetic vic
tim of circumstance beyond his control.” For
Aileen Dunham, human beings made it hap
pen, and other ways of understanding had to be
subordinated to an exploration of human
intention.

by Henry Copeland

W

e are gathered here tonight to
honor Aileen Dunham.

The act of teaching itself is
ephemeral. The excellent teacher
strives not to codify or to fix forever, but to cre
ate for the moment, freely, without pausing
either to corroborate what he or she has done
°r to appreciate the creation.
A life as a teacher is a life spent giving
oneself away. The lecture fades, a discussion
passes into memory, a few scribbled notes
remain, and the only record is the recollection
of someone who was there or of someone who
talked to someone who was there. In the final
analysis, great teachers live through their stu
dents. In celebrating the life of a teacher, there
fore, we must tell and retell stories, and the
only real history of the ephemeral art is the
recitation of those times experienced together
under the spell of the moment.
It is, of course, impossible to distill into a
few stories the life of a consummate teacher.
AUeen Dunham devoted her life to the art. It
was her reason for being. Each day there was a
quotation on the board, and she searched for
hours to find just the right one. Eighty books a
year, a summer in Italy to polish one lecture on
renaissance art, endless hours crafting her
observations on another year of Western
Civilization. Her lectures still ring true in the
minds of her students sixty years later.
Saturday Review, in a 1966 editorial dedi
cated to Miss Dunham, called her a truly great
eacher. She was driven to perfection. She had
a gift for clarity, organization, and the telling
Phrase. She had the capacity to bring to life an
uour or a day in history, whether it was the
assassination of the Archduke at Sarajevo or
he execution of Louis XVI or a day in the life of
enry VIII. One student from the 1930s
g a lle d fifty years later a lecture on Henry
.HI. ‘She described Henry and his wives so
vmdly that I thought, ‘I hope Prexy Wishart
c °esn’t walk in and hear this.’” She loved histoand she wanted you to be able to join in the
lun with her.
For her the story was everything. As she
wrote, “The historian seeks to play the role of

Aileen Dunham (history 1924-66, d. 1987) enjoying
the luncheon held in her honor during
Commencement weekend, 1966.

She could become highly emotional if
someone in a faculty meeting proposed elimi
nating a single day of classes from the
semester because that might eliminate an
entire decade — or even a century — from
Western Civilization. She was never above pull
ing a sophomore aside in the halls of Kauke to
admonish him or her that a history major was
to be preferred over speech or chemistry.
She summed up her faith as an historian
this way: “When democratic peoples are
plunged into wars and depressions, when a
nation hitherto hugging its isolation finds itself,
in a few short years, forced to provide men,
money and ideas to help organize a free world
on the ruins of the outworn imperialism, intelli
gent peoples want to know why and how, and it
falls to the historian to throw some light on
their dilemmas.” Hers was a sacred mission: to
explore the world of human intention in the
past and thereby to throw some light on our
current dilemmas.
Aileen Dunham was totally dedicated to
Wooster, and throughout her A2V>years at the

College, her life was centered on its activities.
She dedicated her mind, her soul, and her
strength to the College. She spoke to countless
Wooster Day gatherings, alumni clubs, and,
indeed, meetings around the world. She
planned innumerable Phi Alpha Theta meet
ings. She dedicated her evenings, her week
ends, her summers to perfecting her craft as a
teacher. She kept in touch annually with some
400 of her former students. When she retired,
she told me that she had lost everything now
that she had been deprived of her students. As
we know, she bequeathed her entire estate to
the College, and this forms the principal part of
the endowment of The Aileen Dunham Chair
in History. And I wish to take this opportunity
to thank all of you in this audience who added
your gifts to that of Miss Dunham’s to make
this Chair possible.
She was a person of courage, and she
never feared to speak her mind about world
events, usually in an early Chapel each fall. As
she summed up her convictions about life, she
put them this way: “What I am trying to say in
all this is that there is no escaping in life, sor
row and tragedy, fear, frustration and failure,
but if enough of us set for ourselves noble
goals like the pursuit of creativity, truth or hap
piness, our civilization need not descend any of
the sterile paths envisaged by the prophets of
gloom. When discouraged, I have always liked
to recall a passage from Tennyson’s ‘Ulysses’:
The lights begin to twinkle from the rocks;
The long day wanes; the slow moon climbs;
the deep
Moans round with many voices. Come, my
friends,
Tis not too late to seek a newer world.
“And then it concludes,
Though much is taken, much abides, and
though
We are not now that strength which in the
old days
Moved earth and heaven; that which we are,
we are,
One equal temper of heroic hearts,
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in
will
To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”
‘To strive, to seek, to find,” “to throw
some light on the dilemmas of our civilization,”
these were Aileen Dunham’s goals as a teacher
as she told her stories and explored the acts and
motivations of those she saw making history.
As Jim Hodges [history] and I talked
about an inaugural event for The Aileen
Dunham Chair in History, we could think of no
better way to celebrate her life than to ask three
historians from the department Miss Dunham
built to reflect on their craft as teachers of his
tory, as practitioners of the ephemeral art, and
tonight I am pleased to introduce Daniel ’
Calhoun, John Gates, and Madonna Hettinger.
Knowing Miss Dunham, I am sure that nothing
would have delighted her more than an evening
spent talking about history.
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John Gates teaching History
301, America’s Vietnam
War.

Y ossarian
W as M y M entor
by John Gates
Some years ago I mused about the way I
always answered questions regarding my occu
pation. I invariably said “I teach history." 1
could have said ‘Tm an historian” just as easily,
but I rarely did. I think my response said a lot
about my attitude toward what I do here at
Wooster. Although I serve on faculty commit
tees, review books, do research, and publish, I
remain, first and always, a teacher.
After teaching almost twenty-five years,
however, I am still not sure what enables one to
teach well. Too many different people with too
many different approaches seem to teach suc
cessfully for me to identify any specific style
involved, although I think that having a style of
some kind is essential. Every teacher needs an
individual approach, no matter how bizarre it
may be, if only to prevent being replaced at
some future date by a teaching machine.
I began my teaching career in a
California high school, and I think that much
of my teaching style was developed in those
early years. As a neophyte teacher I found
myself working with a group of irreverent war
veterans who had obtained their teacher train
ing on the G.I. Bill after fighting in World War
II or Korea. I realize now that I was going to
faculty meetings and lunching daily with the
characters from Joseph Heller’s Catch 22. They
were a bright but somewhat calloused lot, and
although I did not teach with them long, the
association left its mark.
As a young “gung ho” teacher, I was
often shocked by their lack of personal involve
ment in what they were doing in the classroom.
With time, however, I have come to understand
them better and to appreciate their influence
on me.
The man in the room next to mine, who
taught the difficult Senior Problems course
year after year, provides a perfect example.
When roughly the same age as his students, he
had been a Marine infantryman at the Chosin
Reservoir in Korea, surrounded by thousands
of Chinese soldiers trying to kill him. Having
survived that experience with only a wound, he
found the routine crises of the classroom to be
relatively unimportant. It was not that he did
not care about his students; he just realized
how insignificant the normal classroom
encounter is compared to other events in one’s
life.
Teaching in California with the Milo
Minderbinders and Yossarians of Catch 22, 1
learned my first really important lesson about
teaching: the teacher cannot make the student
learn. In some cases, the most inspiring teach
er can not even make the student want to learn.
There were days when I thought that if I could
just teach something to 10 percent of the peo
ple in my classes I would be succeeding in my
job. The veteran teachers around me said I was
setting my sights too high.
During my early years of teaching in
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California and then at Wooster I also discovered
what I believe are the three most important
goals for any teacher. First, do the job well
enough to keep the pay checks coming.
Second, teach well enough to avoid being torn
apart by the students, an image which at the
high school level is not always a metaphor. And
third, provide the students with sufficient skills
so that they can get a job and won’t go home to
haunt their parents. Now that my own two chil
dren are both in college I have become more
sensitive than ever to this third goal.
To some extent the way I teach is a func
tion of the way I learn. I get my information
from reading and my conclusions from think
ing. I test them through discussion and writ
ing. For me, learning takes place when I am
faced with an interesting question for which I
do not have an easy answer. The more confus
ing the puzzle, the harder I work to solve it,
and generalizing from my own experience I
have concluded that one should never underes
timate the value of confusion as a teaching
technique. Making my students aware of the
significance of the questions is more important
than providing clear answers if the resulting
confusion motivates them to strive independ
ently for the solutions.
To answer questions, however, one needs
a set of basic tools, and my approach to teach
ing is clearly skills oriented. Knowing how
much one forgets of the facts when one studies
history, I have no expectation that my students
will remember much of the information pre
sented to them. And if experience is any guide,
they are more likely to remember the interest
ing trivia than the facts we teachers believe to
be most significant.
There may even be a danger in courses
which emphasize the instructor’s interpretation
of events. Scholarly interpretations change, but
unlike the automotive industry, institutions of
higher education have no provisions for prod
uct recall. When I change my mind, I cannot go
back to those students I misinformed in previ
ous years. I can only hope that they have long
since forgotten my conclusions or discovered

my error on their own.
The major skills one can develop
through the study of history, reading critically,
organizing material for presentation, and writ
ing with clarity, have significant transfer value.
Unlike the facts of history, the skills fade slow
ly, if at all. Often they improve after graduation
with continued practice. As my colleague Bob
Walcott often said before his retirement, “I just
try to teach ’em how to read and write.” In the
process the students may learn much more,
but if they do not, I am content to graduate
them with no more than a well-honed set of
basic skills.
Although I deemphasize the teaching of
content, I am interested in more than skill
development. I would like to see my students
develop an historical perspective. They should
comprehend, for example, the most obvious
and fundamental covering law of the discipline:
things change over time. The rate of change
may vary, but the process never ceases. I would
also like them to understand that, at any given
point, what one sees is usually, but not always,
the result of something other than chance.
From my historical perspective, people acting
individually and in groups play an active rather
than a passive role in change. Equally funda
mental to my view of history is the belief that at
any point a relationship exists between what
was, what is, and what will be.
I am not certain whether to think of
skepticism as a skill or a part of the historical
perspective, but its development is an impor
tant goal in either case. Skepticism in looking
at sources of information may be the corner
stone of method in many academic disciplines,
but my personal experience indicates that in
the give and take of everyday life it is a par
ticular trait of historians. Instead of taking
statements at face value, I invariably look for
ulterior motives, and I always compare words
with actions before accepting anyone’s ratio
nale. Trying to be a good historian, I have been
called cynical and paranoid. Although I do not
wish that for my students, I do want them to

_
develop a healthy skepticism.
Like my war-hardened mentors in
California, I have fallen easily into a teaching
style that has given me something of a reputa
tion for being a “hard ass.” It may have come
from the high school environment in which I
began my career or be a function of my person
ality. In any case, it is reinforced by the subjects
I teach. One who studies something as horri
ble as war can hardly get very excited about the
damage that may be done to a student’s life by
a C-. I have even been known to tell recalci
trant senior IS students that I have no personal
interest in whether they succeed or fail. I
already have my B.A.; if they fail to get theirs
that only makes mine more valuable. Most of
them get the message. They — not I — are the
ones being educated, and in the final analysis
education results more from the work that they
do than from any particular activity on my part.
My first term at Wooster Jim Hodges
gave me some of the best advice I have ever
received as a teacher. It had to do with advising
Independent Study, but I have subsequently
applied it to all my students: ‘Take no credit for
the good ones, and no responsibility for the
bad ones.” Although I try to structure a situa
tion in which each student can use me as a
resource to do the best job that he or she can
possibly do, too many variables account for
individual success or failure for me to bear the
burden of every disaster. I am only a facilitator.
My job is to stimulate thought, effort, and skill
development. The student has to do the actual
work or the job does not get done.
My Catch 22 mentors are no longer
teaching, most having taken early retirement at
age 55. As young men they had survived the
battles of World War II and Korea, but in mid
dle age, surrounded year after year by disinter
ested high school students, careerist adminis
trators, and voters more concerned with their
tax bills than with education, they finally fell
victims to academic battle fatigue.
I have no idea what might have hap
pened to me had I remained in California. As
the youngest member over fifty of the Wooster
History Department, however, I am certainly in
the awkward years here: too far from retirement
to be truly senior, too advanced in age to pre
tend Fm young, too long in the trenches to find
much new in the job, and not close enough to
the end of a career to get a second wind.
But I am more fortunate than my
California mentors. Regular sabbatical leaves
have given me a chance to rechaige batteries
drained by the seemingly endless round of
Paper grading, IS conferences, and class prepa
i d 011- The Departments 101 and 301 courses
have provided a curricular flexibility that has
enabled me to avoid stagnation. Most impor^nt, however, I have been surrounded by col
leagues who are intellectually alive, tolerant of
diversity, and committed to teaching.
I am fortunate indeed to be working in
he midst of so many people who still see
Jhemselves first and foremost as teachers, and I
j1™ pleased that we have used this occasion
enight to celebrate teaching as something
,a.lve and fighting to stay well at The College of
Wooster.
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A n E xploration
o f th e D iscip lin e
by Madonna Hettinger
It is my understanding that we are here
tonight to talk about teaching, more specifical
ly to talk about what we do in the classroom.
Actually it would be far easier for me to talk
about what I do not do in the classroom. What
I do not do in the classroom is precisely this. I
do not stand behind a podium or lectern. I do
not read from a prepared text. And, although I
usually do bring notes to the classroom, I sel
dom refer to them since they are far more like
ly to prompt terror than they are to prompt wis
dom in my classroom presentation.
This is not to say that I think lecturing is
inappropriate or old-fashioned. I envy, in fact I
stand in awe of, the skilled classroom lecturer.
My abandonment of the lectern and notes is
more a reflection of my own nervous energy
than anything else. I don’t happen to give a
straight lecture because its not me, and if there
is one general rule about teaching that we
would all agree on, it must be that the teacher
has to follow her or his own instincts and devel
op her or his own style, because trying to fol
low someone else’s style is usually deadly.
That covers what I don’t do. As a new
comer to The College of Wooster I have been
keenly aware that what I do do in the classroom
has been on more than one occasion a topic of
casual conversation among students and col
leagues. In fact it seems to be far easier for
other people to talk about what I do in the
classroom than it is for me.
If you have heard rumors about credit
cards, passports, and computer discs flying
into wastebaskets, or, perhaps, rumors about
classroom furniture in disarray, or rumors
about punk rock music in “Medieval
Civilization,” or rumors about me kneeling on
the floor, standing on desks, or turning out the
lights and teaching in the “dark” ages, let me
assure you that those rumors are, for the most
part, true. In fact my reputation for using the
classroom in a slightly different fashion seems
to have preceded my arrival at The College of
Wooster. In my very first week of classes this
fall a student raised his hand and solemnly

asked, “When do you start acting weird?”
What I am afraid the rumors, and the
reputation, and the word “weird” do not reveal
is how and why I do what I do, and these are
the issues I would like to address this evening.
The term I would choose to describe
what I do in the classroom is “interactive teach
ing.” The term that is most often applied by
others to what I do in the classroom is
“performance.” Indeed, in my most drained
state after a class I have been known to
describe what occurs in the classroom as a
cross between theatre and psychotherapy. So
maybe the performance label works, to a
degree. Rather than reject the label, then, let
me, for the sake of metaphor, use the concept
of performance to talk about interactive teach
ing as a process.
In every performance there are costs.
For the performer there are the costs of pro
duction, for the audience the price of admis
sion. In the interactive classroom those costs
can be quite high.
Let me first explain the costs of produc
ing the classroom performance. As with any
classroom preparation there are the obvious
costs of years of graduate school course work
and hours upon hours of midnight oil burned
in anticipation of each class session. For the
interactive classroom performance we might
add to that a few nightmares as the performerteacher tries to anticipate what audience
response she or he can expect and thus
attempt to prepare for the expected unexpected
— that inevitable moment at which the audi
ence, by means of either an innocent question
or what at times seems like a carefully orches
trated grassroots rebellion, decides to rewrite
the script and take the well-plotted scenario in
a totally different direction.
As careful as the performer-teacher may
be, the performance is like an offering to be
given up and, by virtue of being an interactive
experience, it is thus ultimately in the hands of
the audience that receives it. For the interactive
teacher, every minute in the classroom is a
struggle over control, a struggle that takes
place not only between the teacher and the stu
dents, but more importantly within the teacher
herself. The object of the struggle is to relin
quish control, to put the class in the hands of
Jon Breitenbucher '92 (I.)
and Madonna Hettinger in
Hettinger’s History 101:
Knights, Peasants, and
Bandits in Medieval
England.
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the students, and still get across precisely the
point that you spent hours devising and refin
ing before you walked in the classroom door.
The struggle of the interactive perform
ance does indeed cost. Physically, an hour in
the classroom is approximately like an hour of
aerobic exercise. Intellectually, the interactive
classroom is like teaching without a net, think
ing on one’s feet, calling up the appropriate
facts, concepts, and cues to prompt the partici
pating audience to the next level of questions.
Emotionally and even spiritually, it costs too.
For what is given up, what is offered to the
audience for their edification, inspection, and
possible rejection, is sometimes painfully close
to the heart.
Now let us consider the costs for the stu
dents in this kind of classroom experience. The
cost for the audience, or the price of admis
sion, if we are to continue the metaphor, is also
high. And in discussing this cost we begin to
reveal the purpose of this kind of performance.
In the interactive classroom there are no
small parts. This means of course that the stu
dents cannot hide behind desks, notebooks, or
each other. As I give up the script, the prepared
text, so too must they give up the shelter of
those rows of desks from which they are so
adept at carefully avoiding eye contact that
might make them the target of the next
question.
If they choose to reject the material, the
ideas of their cohorts, the ideas of the teacher,
or the whole process of participation in the
classroom, they must do so openly, conscious
ly, looking the teacher and fellow students in
the eye and saying no, I will not be with you
today. Whether because of lack of interest, lack
of preparation, or just because Pm too cool to
participate in the classroom, I will not be with
you today. Realistically, I know that we all have
those days. Idealistically, I like to think that stu
dents will choose to engage more often than
they will choose to remain aloof.
Perhaps this is as far as the performance
metaphor can go. Other phrases, developed
through endless hours of conversations about
this kind of teaching, can better convey the
intent and the effect of the interactive style. It
could be called “Working the classroom” —
using its space to confront its structure, its rect
angles, its squares, and that inevitable orienta
tion toward the front of the room. The teacher
then works the space in order to reach the stu
dents from their own vantage points. As a social
historian I use the classroom physically to
show students how spatial relationships often
mirror social relationships or power
relationships.
My friends often echo back another
phrase to me — ‘To get them where they live”
— to labor to engage the students in topics that
at first sight seem remote, even boring, and
certainly “safe” in that they are topics concern
ing safely distant, and, for a medievalist, long
dead historical persons and problems. Students
can be lured to these historical problems by
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means of the silliest analogies, the most over
simplified comparisons with modem life. Then,
lured there by the mundane or the ridiculous,
students find themselves fascinated by the ways
in which the lives of people in past times seem
so very different from their own. They want to
know the most minute details. They grasp the
most glaring contrasts between that world and
ours. And then, sometimes slowly, and some
times by flashes of frightening insight, stu
dents come to see the deeper commonalities,
the remarkable ways in which those distant
lives are, in fact, very much like their own.
If making these historical issues real
means that I must be the one to make the silly
analogy, to act out the relationships in a given
social structure, or to play the part of the
medieval monarch, plague victim, or village
idiot, then so be it. In that performance known
as teaching I am willing to be whatever I must
be in order to make not only the historical
experience, but the human experience real to
my students. Admittedly, it means taking risks.
It means, at times, asking the stupid question
so that no student will have to suffer the embar
rassment of asking it. It means working with
out a net. Admittedly, I do not always like doing
that. But if it works, I will do it.
If that is the method of this madness,
what then is the meaning of it?
As I ask students to stop hiding behind
each other in neat little rows, I am also asking
them to put away the deference they are all too
willing to give their textbooks as the purveyors
of all truth. I am asking them to accept the
responsibility for their own learning and their
own world view. I want them to challenge the
accepted beliefs, to inquire about the assump
tions behind any structure, interpretation, or
even narrative of the past. In so doing they
must learn to rely on their own logic, to seek
out the best evidence and explanations to sup
port their views.
Beyond that, they must learn to question
their own assumptions as rigorously as they
learn to question the standard interpretations.
In the process they learn a good deal of history
because they need it as evidence. Moreover,
they want the information; they have a vested
interest in it because it is useful to them.
In addition, they will learn something
about history as a discipline as they see its
pieces rather than seeing it as a seamless web
of truth. And, more importantly still, they will
learn something about human experience,
something that relates to their own experience.
Ultimately they will learn something about
themselves and the ways in which we as human
beings are connected in our struggle to make
sense out of a past that is often disturbing and
seldom so remote as we once thought it was.
Call it performance, call it theatre, call it
teaching — but in all cases please understand
that it is not just for fun and games. I will
accept all labels as long as this kind of teach
ing, like all kinds of teach ng, is understood as
a method, a process by which both teacher and
students enter into an exploration of the disci
pline, in this case history, with the intent of

making it real, making it useful, making it
meaningful.
It is an experience that puts students and
teachers in a shared endeavor and thus, I hope,
encourages students to take responsibility for
their own education. It is, I believe, a process
by which students come to question and chal
lenge their own ideas, beliefs, assumptions,
and actions. It is, I know, a process by which
they come to question and challenge mine.

W hy D o H istory?
by Daniel Calhoun
Of the “clerk of Oxenford,” the first
scholar to be celebrated in English literature,
Chaucer wrote, “Gladly wolde he lerne and
gladly teache,” and devoted academics in all
disciplines do indeed delight in what they do.
The focus for this occasion, however, is
not on the profession generally, but on history
teachers, on those quixotic souls committed to
exploring and explaining the past. Why do pre
sumably intelligent men and women still
resolve to devote their working lives to dead
people and lost causes, to mostly failed and
flawed crusades of many years ago in behalf of
long-discredited dogmas or long-discarded
orthodoxies? I recall vividly the confrontational
challenge of a student a quarter of a century
ago, interrupting a lecture on Russia’s Time of
Troubles of the early 17th century.
I think I can quote him phonetically.
“Just what’s the revulunce of that stuff,
Calhoon, to modren people?” Actually, I don’t
think the word he used was “stuff,” but his
message was clear: those Slavic cretins of three
plus centuries earlier knew nothing, after all, of
computers, jet airliners, atomic weaponry, or
rock and roll. How could any investigation of
their stunted, tormented, and trivial lives help a
student better understand the uniquely convo
luted and complicated world of the sophisticat
ed 1960s?
Even in the 1990s, historians should still
be able to explain just why they do what they
do, and how they choose to do it, and those are
the questions on our agenda this evening.
Why do history? Our believing ances
tors, and even their stubborn survivors today,
would find the question absurd and the answer
obvious. In the Jewish and Christian religious
traditions, history is Testament; it is a sacred
record of the interaction of humanity and di
vinity through time and in time. It chronicles
God’s continuing self-disclosure to his disobe
dient and rebellious people. To treat that
chronicle disrespectfully is to sin in a funda
mental way. “If I forget thee, 0 Jerusalem,” the
psalmist reminds himself, “let my right hand
foiget her cunning. If I do not remember thee,
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth.”
Our culture, built on that heritage, has always
put special value on remembering, on the
study of the past.
Even the non-religious, however, can
acknowledge the vital practical importance of a
people's retention of its collective memory, and
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Aileen Dunham Professor of
History Daniel Calhoun
teaching the Soviet Russia
course. Miss Dunham hired
Calhoun in 1956 and told
him that, i f his enrollments
were good enough, there
might be a place for him at
the College.
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historians are the guardians of that memory.
The profession is committed to recalling our
past, both comprehensively and accurately.
Such an effort surely requires no elaborate
defense. At an individual level, after all, a per
son without any memory is a person requiring
immediate institutionalization.
We survive by our memories, of who and
what we are, of where we’ve been and where we
aspire to go. When confronted with problems
demanding that we make decisions, we look to
analogous experiences in our past for guidance
and seek out what seems to have worked best
for us on those occasions. Memory, then, is
our most productive coping mechanism indi
vidually, and the nation, the people, the society
surely needs access to that mechanism quite as
wgently as does any one of us.
History is not just there to serve the
needs of the collectivity, however. It also serves
one critical need of each of us apart from, and
indeed, in opposition to, the societies in which
we live. History is liberating. Only if we know
°ur history can we escape it, and change it. All
°f us, after all, were nurtured in a social envi
ronment which moulded and shaped us deci
sively before we were even old enough to be
aware it existed. Postulates, customs, habits,
traditions, and creeds dating back decades,
even centuries, imprinted themselves on our
consciousnesses back before we were even out
of diapers. Much of that baggage we may
happily choose to accept, as adults, but we can
only accept it freely, responsibly, if we know
what it is and how it got there. Only if we are
aware of what the past has made of us can we
make our own future.
So history, then, is Testament; it is mem0ry; it is liberation. It is also a pack of fun! Its
Practitioners have been labelled “broad-gauged
Sossips,” and I doubt if many of us would get
too indignant at that label. We like reading
dead people’s mail. We even try to get access to
iving people's mail, but that’s rather more diffi
cult. We pore over private diaries and wallow in
h'ghly confidential, top secret, destroy-beforeroading memoranda bureaucrats forever direct
at one another.
After we sift through all that marvelously

forbidden material, we find wonderful stories to
tell, and historians are always, to some degree
or other, story-tellers. We find searing tragedies
in the documents we peruse, and rib-tickling
farce, too. Sometimes, our instincts tell us the
patterns we impose on the anarchy of individu
al past events may actually have some validity,
that we are really approaching cause-and-effect
explanations of what happened in the past.
Sometimes, on the other hand, we sense that
the events we try to re-create could be just a
collection of crazily uncontrived and unrelated
accidents.
A spoiled, pampered, over-indulged
German adolescent flies a fragile little airplane
over half European Russia, unchallenged, and
triumphantly lands in Red Square. After it puts
the culprit temporarily away in the Lublianka,
the Soviet leadership, for irrefutably good
cause, fires everybody responsible for the
humiliation, meaning practically everybody
who matters in Moscow’s defense establish
ment. Their successors, after fundamentally re
thinking the country’s security needs, come to
the conclusion the USSR’s Warsaw Pact “allies”
are in fact more of a military liability than an
asset, and that the Soviet armed forces should
concentrate on more important missions than
propping up a pack of aging, ineffective, and
unpopular Stalinist leftovers. A year later,
Moscow’s East European empire is gone.
Did that twerp, Mathias Rust, then, end
the Cold War? Of course not! By our mytholo
gy, Ronald Reagan did that. But the stories his
torians finally tell are rarely as simple as most
people would prefer them to be, and Td suggest
that any account of what happened last year in
eastern Europe that omitted Herr Rust’s role
altogether would be seriously flawed.
As a discipline, then, history has it all. It
defines universal purpose, on the one hand —
it is our access to God Himself— and on the
other hand, it is a cornucopia of good yarns,
and it is all sorts of useful, suggestive, and help
ful things in between. So having somebody pay
you, however inadequately, for a lifetime of
reading, writing, and teaching it is absolutely
the best of all possible worlds, and the only

question remaining is, how does one best
transmit it, how should one teach history? My
answer would be, with enthusiasm!
Aileen Dunham once said that to teach
well one had to love the subject, love the stu
dents, and work like hell. Fd propose that if one
really does care for the material, and for those
who presumably want to dip at least their big
toes into it, it is easy to work like hell, and gen
erating enthusiasm comes naturally.
Basically, our classroom responsibility is
to be enablers, to facilitate the process by
which the student will make some sort of a
connection with the subject. What sort of a
connection is up to those we teach, not to us.
We are not trying to turn them in to walking
World Almanacs, trivial pursuit whizzes, so we
dont need to stuff an infinite number of names
and dates into their heads. They’ll forget those
anyway, within weeks of the final examination.
Nor is it our role to make seasoned historiogra
phers out of them. That is training, not liberal
arts education: it is for the professional turning
out other professionals in graduate schools, not
for those of us who teach generalists going for
B A s.
What we hope to instill in them is the
same enthusiasm for the subject we have,
which they may then channel to whatever pur
poses they decide are important to them. They
may elect to use history as testament, as enter
tainment, as memory, as escape, or as libera
tion. All are valid uses of the material, and it is
not for us, who merely transmit the discipline,
to dictate to them what it should do to them. If
they take it seriously, it should surely do some
thing decisive, and we professionals are com
mitted to the proposition it will be something
good. That is why all of us are all so excited
about our subject!
How does one transmit enthusiasm,
excitement, commitment? On one occasion, my
colleague, Professor Hettinger, threw her driv
er’s licence and credit cards into the wastebas
ket to make her point. That worked! Aileen
Dunham once lined her class up into two rows
and had a history spelling bee — answer the
question and you could watch the rest of the
game from the sidelines, miss it and you’d go
to the end of the line and be humiliated again.
Did that work? I asked her. Sure, she replied,
everything works: it just wasn’t very efficient! !
agree: everything works.
The three ingredients in teaching are the
teacher and all his or her personal eccentrici
ties, the students and their special concerns,
and the subject, that infinitely varied, challeng
ing and demanding body of material which
brings us together. A good teacher has the
skills to make that connection, and make it
inescapable. Every good teacher I have ever
encountered does the job with gusto. The one
unmistakable mark of the bom teacher is that
she or he will absolutely relish being in the
classroom. For such people — and their
students pick up on it immediately — it is not a
business, it is a vocation, it is a commitment,
and it is most of all a joy. How do they teach?
Chaucer had it right, of course: they do it
gladly! ^
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Catching Up in the
Book Departm ent
by Nancy Grace

We have been keeping track, here and
there, of what alumni and alumnae have been
doing and thinking in many areas. Neglected,
however, have been their books. As a matter of
fact, that aspect ofyour accomplishment has
been so neglected that, when a stack of books cap
sized spectacularly in the editorial office recently,
it turned out to be composed entirely of books
sent to Wooster on the understanding that we
would write about them.
Nancy Grace (English) has graciously
agreed to report on your achievements of this
kind for the magazine, and she here begins a
continuing department. I f you would like notice
of your work to appear here, please so instruct
your publisher. Review copies will go to Andrews
Library once they have been reported.
—Ed.
he Pizza Plot and Other Slices of Life by
John I. Ades; published by Fithian
Press, Santa Barbara, CA, 1989. $8.95.

T

by John I. Ades (English
department, 1950-51,1953-55.)

John Ades, Professor of English at
Southern Illinois University, takes us on a jour
ney through his life in this book of short
“turns” on memory.
The thirty-five pieces collected in the vol
ume constitute the verbal equivalent of a
painter’s charcoal drawings. These reminiscent
sketches humorously introduce the reader to
John Ades the naval platoon leader, chessplayer,
bicyclist, professor, gardener, musician, James
Thurber fan, and the list goes on. Ades is a for
mer member of the English Department at
The College of Wooster.
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“Exactly one honeymoon after my wife
and I were married, back in the blissful late
summer of 1950, we came to live, by great good
luck, in two-thirds of a rambling white frame
house, the other one-third of which was occu
pied by Miss Regina Laveme Barnes — or
Regie, as she preferred to be called by her con
temporaries. Contemporaries my wife and I
were not, so in those salad days we always
called her ‘Miss Barnes,’ accepting without
question the manners of a now receding age.
The house stood at 532 North Bever
Street in Wooster, Ohio, some fifty miles south
of Cleveland . . . . ”

W
The Temescals of Arroyo Conejo by Thomas J.
Maxwell ’47; published by California Lutheran
College, Thousand Oaks, CA, 1982. No price
listed.

ing to his home base in Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, after a six-month tour of duty with
the multinational peacekeeping force in the
Sinai Desert.
The authors, both practicing attorneys in
Baltimore, Maryland, present the life story of
David, the son of an unwed mother and an
abused child who lived in foster homes and an
institution before being adopted at the age of
eight by a Baltimore city policeman, Dick
Heidecker, and his wife, Shirley. Wase was the
attorney who handled David’s adoption.
The book examines the precarious bal
ance between self-determination and the limits
of our ability to control our destiny.
“On a cold day in December of 1964, a
woman in her forties gave birth to a son at
Johns Hopkins Hospital, one of the finest medi
cal facilities in the world. Two days later, she
took the child home to a squalid row house
some eight blocks away in East Baltimore. She
named the baby David Wayne.
"He was her fifth child, and she was not
married. They occupied a dilapidated rental
property along with the woman’s four other
children of assorted ages . . . . ”

W
Working from the Heart by Jacqueline
McMakin with Sonya Dyer; published by
LuraMedia; San Diego, CA, 1989. $11.95.

Taking material from the work of ethnog
raphers and archaeologists, Thomas Maxwell
uses the genre of the novel to relate the history
of the Temescal Indians of the Conejo Valley of
California.
The reader is transported into the myth
ic-mind of the Temescals through the telling of
their essential stories which developed over the
past 11,000 years. The narrative is highlighted
with numerous photographs and drawings.
Maxwell is Professor of Sociology and
Anthropology at California Lutheran College.
“Eo seems an unusual name, but then
Eo is presented as an ancestral figure from the
dawns of exploration in coastal California. Eo is
a Greek word meaning ‘dawn’ and Eo Temescal
represents the first person who wandered into
Ventura County, California, from somewhere
else. Temescal is a Chumash word borrowed
from the Nahuatl of Mexico and applied to the
swea or sauna.”

W
Blows of Circumstance by Ann Turnbull ’63 and
Joseph Wase; published by White Mane
Publishing Company, Inc., Shippensbuig, PA,
1989. $19.95.
This novel is based on the true story of
David Heidecker, a young Maryland soldier
killed at the age of 21 in a plane crash return

by Jacqueline Straub McMakin ’56
with Sonya Dyer.

This book is for those who want to make
a life, not just a living. The author provides a
practical guide for increasing the enjoyment of
your working hours. The book offers exercises
for self-penetrating analysis.
Areas dealt with include: doing what you
love, choosing and exploring, feeding the
whole person, and calling in reinforcements.
Jacqueline McMakin is the co-creator of
Doorways, a collaborative offering consultation
to church mentor programs.
“Across the land, there’s plenty of work
to be done — kids to be taught with care and
creativity, cities to be restored to top working
order, safe efficient cars to be built and main
tained with integrity.
“There’s work to be done. And what is
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needed is work well done — accomplished
with spirit, imagination, and commitment.”

W
Infant Eyes by Ford Oglesby ’36; published by
Dorrance and Company, Inc., Bryn Mawr, PA,
1986. $5.95.

RECEIVED

lifetime, this volume seeks to give her recogni
tion as one of the foremothers whose labor and
love gave birth to feminism.”

W
Too Precious to Die by Trudy Colflesh ’61; pub
lished by Bridge Publishing, Inc., South
Plainfield, NJ, 1984. No price listed.

This collection of poems explores the
world of infancy and toddlerhood and seeks to
transport readers to their own more youthful
days.

“An adolescent’s food habits are reflective
of many and diverse influences, such as the
family, peers, and media, and are influenced by
the adolescent’s own psychological
development. Because of great indifference and
autonomy, adolescents become increasingly
responsible for making their own food choices.”

Fred Oglesby is a school business
administrator in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.
“Infant eyes must surely see
A private joke in you and me:
To any discourse we begin
He always answers with a grin.”

W
Evangelicals and Conservatives in the Early
South 1740-1861 by Robert M. Calhoon ’58; pub
lished by University of South Carolina Press,
Columbia, South Carolina, 1988. No price listed.

W
Sarah Grimke: Letters on the Equality of the
Sexes and Other Essays edited by Elizabeth Ann
Bartlett 74; published by Yale University Press,
New Haven and London, 1988. $21.50.

edge to the teen population. The text is also
intended as a resource for courses on life-cycle
nutrition. The text may also be helpful to those
professionals in the clinic setting as they work
with adolescents.
Jane Rees is a lecturer in the School of
Nutritional Sciences at the University of
Washington in Seattle.

by Trudy Patterson
Colflesh ’61

Seven-year-old Karen Colflesh was diag
nosed as having leukemia. Told by Karen’s
mother, this intimate account of Karen’s battle
against the deadly disease is one of hope in the
face of despair, the struggle to remain whole,
and the power of Christian faith.
“As God’s people, we will have trials and
suffering. Jesus himself suffered and we will,
too, not because of God’s anger toward us or
our disobedience to Him but because it is a
necessary part of our discipline and growth. It
is God’s purpose to mold His likeness and
glory within us. Through suffering, rightly
received, godly fruits will be produced.”
by Elizabeth Ann
Bartlett 74

Sarah Grimke and her sister Angelina
were pioneering figures in the nineteenth-cen
tury abolitionist and women’s rights move
ments. Grimke’s “Letters on the Equality of the
Sexes,” published 150 years ago, was the first
full-length philosophical statement on “the
woman question” written by an American
woman.
Here the letters are reproduced in a new
edition, along with five previously unpublished
essays written by Grimke. The text also
mcludes an introductory essay in which
“ artlett presents biographical information
about Grimke and places her in the context of
contemporary feminist theory. Bartlett is an
Associate Professor of Political Science, with
au adjunct appointment in Women’s Studies at
me University of Minnesota, Duluth.

“Sarah Grimke was arebel. She cared
Passionately and compassionately forwomen.
Her writings are the legacy of that caring.
Although her voice was silenced during her

Nutrition in Adolescence by L. Kathleen Mahan
and Jane Mitchell Rees ’61; published by
Times Mirror/Mosby College Publishing, St.
Louis, 1984. No price listed.

by L. Kathleen Mahan and
Jane Mitchell Rees ’61

The book was conceived and written for
students majoring in nutrition, dietetics, and
nursing who have a basic knowledge of nutri
tion and are interested in applying that knowl

by Robert M Calhoon '58

This book examines the flow of evangeli
cal Christianity across the social landscape of
the American south from the Great Awakening
until the beginning of the Civil War. As evangel
icals first confronted and judged the institu
tions and values of the southern colonies, then
as they collaborated with the leaders of the new
republic, and finally as they accommodated
themselves to the practices of the Old South,
these religious people gradually absorbed
impurities of the very society they sought to
cleanse.
Author Robert Calhoon teaches in the
History Department and the Residential
College of the University of North Carolina at
Greensboro.
“Evangelicals were tom between
Calvinist assumptions and Armenian practices
and between spontaneity and structure; conser
vatives sensed the precariousness of political
practices and social forms and raged against
the certainty that the old would pass away.
Religious-political contact — whether adversar
ial or collaborative or accommodationist —
became exciting or painful when it intensified
convictions or exacerbated tensions within
evangelicalism and within conversation.” SS
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Alum ni News
by Jeffrey Todd ’83

From the Alumni
Association President
by Lee Eberhardt Limbird 70

By serving as host to a local alumni gath
ering you can rekindle old friendships and
delight in how successfully former classmates
have responded to society’s changing social
and professional needs. If you invite Wooster
faculty or staff to join you at these alumni gath
erings, you can share in their contagious
enthusiasm for what they do every day. Giving
generously does not require financial
resources; be creative in finding ways to give of
your personal talents to the College. As with all
seeds you will scatter in your life, you will reap
much more than you sow.

A Scottish
Evening in Pittsburgh
The Pittsburgh Alumni Leadership
Group provided the support necessary to
organize a wonderful evening commemorating
the birth of Robert Bums. Gail Nesbitt Jones
’66, chair of the event, assisted by Caroline
Neuwirth Steiner 74, gave expert guidance
throughout the weeks of planning for the sup
per. The Bums Supper was held on January 27
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Lee Limbird 7 0

have very much enjoyed the opportunity
to serve Wooster as President of our
Alumni Association over the past two
years. Returning to the campus frequent
ly for Alumni Board meetings has given me a
glimpse of the many changes that have
occurred since my graduation in 1970.1 find it
fortunate, for example, that “lights out” and
“skirt weekends” are social rules of the past.
New buildings housing broader academ
ic and cultural programs mark important
strides forward. As society’s needs have
expanded, so have Wooster’s interdisciplinary
and cross-cultural offerings. All of these excit
ing new beginnings, however, have not eroded
the salient features of the Wooster experience:
a nurturing environment where students are
active participants in their own education and
where independent study elicits the best each
individual has to offer.
How can all alumni share in the excite
ment of an ever-evolving Wooster? My reflexive
answer would be to participate as “activist alum
ni.” For example, as the number of high school
age students decreases over the next few years,
you could serve the College in an important
way by encouraging talented and interesting
students in your community to consider the
benefits of a liberal arts education. Find ways to
help these students visit the College. What
Wooster has to offer will speak for itself!

I

In Pittsburgh, Thomas
Angerman 53 plunges his
dagger into the haggis while
Andrew Purves (I), Master
of Ceremonies, and
Alexander Landefeld '85,
haggis bearer, observe.
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(the poet was born on January 25,1759). Scots
by birth or inclination gathered together for a
night of fun to honor the national poet of
Scotland.
It was a magical evening of candlelight,
of bagpipe music, Scottish dancing, Burns
poetry, and warm “acquaintance.” The evening
began with a welcome and toast to absent
friends by Mark Klemens 78. Andrew Purves,
spouse of Catherine Schad Purvis 73 and a
true Scotsman with a delightful sense of
humor, served as master of ceremonies. Bums’
poem, ‘Tam o’ Shanter” was read in three parts
by John F. Slater, Jr. 75, Arthur J. Acton ’64, and
William E. Brown ’67. John 0 . Bolvin ’52 read
“Ae Fond Kiss” and Merritt Holland ’84 gave
the “Selkirk Grace.” The ceremonial haggis,
carried by Alexander M. Landefeld '85, was
accompanied by piper Robert Hamilton.
Thomas W. Angerman ’53 gave an animated
“Address to the Haggis.” (If you want the recipe
for haggis, contact Gail Jones!)
Following dinner of “substitute” haggis,
potatoes, neeps, and shortbread, a comical
“Toast to the Lassies” was given by Charles B.
Partee, father of Charles ’85 and Jonathan ’90
Partee. Marion S. Plank ’40 read ‘To a Mouse,”
and Duncan C. McCune '48 gave the “Toast to
the Immortal Memory.” Heidi Knechtle per
formed “The Highland Fling” as well as “The
Sword Dance.” Gail Buchwalter King ’63,
equipped with appropriate props, read
“Address to the Toothache.” The evening con
cluded with the singing of “Flow Gently, Sweet
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“Earth: Our Home; Our Resource; Our
Future” is the theme for the Summer of ’90
Alumni College, June 10-16. The earth is a
resource that we all share. It is our home just
as it will be in the future. Concern about the
environment has been growing on a local,
national, and international level. People univer
sally agree that we need to protect the environ
ment, but there is certainly not agreement on
how we might accomplish this goal or even on
what are the actual environmental problems in
the world. This seems a perfect time to explore
some of the familiar and not so familiar prob
lems of the environment and, in some cases,
proposed solutions to those problems.
We will hear from guest alumni lecturers
E. Scott Bair 73, Professor of Hydrogeology at
The Ohio State University; Scott Denman 78,
Director of the Safe Energy Communication
Council (SECC); R Larry Phelan 76, Assistant
Professor of Entomology at the Ohio

Mark Klemmens ’78 eloquently toasts absent friends at
the Robert Burns dinner in Pittsburgh.

Afton,” “Cornin’ through the Rye,” “Amazing
Grace,” and “Auld Lang Syne” led by Lynne
EngstromWilliams 72. Pianist Susan H.
Russell, Associate Director of Admissions/
Alumni Admissions Coordinator, accompanied
the group singing.
Over 130 alumni, parents, and friends of
the College from the Pittsburgh area participat
ed in this special Wooster evening. Several
attended in Scottish attire and, of course,
MacLeod tartan kilts were in evidence.
Eric Boehm ’4 0,1990 Distinguished A lum ni
Award recipient

Last Chance!

Christine Camp ’5 1 ,1 9 9 0 Distinguished A lum ni
Award recipient.

If you would like to order a copy of the
1990 Alumni Directory, please call the Office of
Alumni Relations at 216/ 263-2324 by May 30.
Ehe directory will be published in the summer,
and the number of pre-paid orders will deter
mine the number published.

Agricultural Research and Development Center
of The Ohio State University;-and Sally A.
Widman ’83, a project geologist for
Environmental Resources Management. With
members of Wooster’s faculty, they will present
a variety of perspectives on environmental
issues.
Among the issues to be discussed are
ground water contamination, acid rain, noise
pollution, future energy resources, the use of
pesticides, American prairies, endangered
species and the ecosystem, smog, stratospheric
ozone, endangered species, and the environ
mental effects of human behavior. In addition to
the classroom experience, participants in the
Alumni College will also have the opportunity
to tour Amish country and attend perfor
mances by the Ohio Light Opera. For addition
al information, please contact the Office of
Alumni Relations.

One Last lim e —
Alumni Weekend ’90

Marguerite Lane Bowden ’4 0 ,1 9 9 0 Distinguished
A lum ni Award recipient.

Don’t forget to send in your reservations
for Alumni Weekend ’90, June 7-10. The reser
vation deadline is May 18. The class of 1940
will celebrate its 50th reunion along with other
reunion class years ending in ’0 or ’5. There
will also be a special multi-year reunion for all
alumni who attended Wooster between 1940
and ’49. Included in the celebration of the
Fabulous Forties will be an opening reception
on Friday evening, June 8, in the Noble Atrium
of the Scheide Music Center and a panel dis
cussion on the decade of the ’40s. The grand
finale of the Fabulous Forties Reunion will be a
big band dance on Saturday, June 9.
Also during Alumni Weekend there will
be a parade of classes, All-Class Continental
Breakfast and Annual Meeting of the Alumni
Association, Barbecue and Folkfest, Gala
Dinner under the Tent, faculty lectures, and
Presidents reception for all alumni. During the
weekend the Distinguished Alumni Award will
be presented to Eric H. Boehm ’40, Marguerite
Lane Bowden ’40, and Christine Camp ’51. The
John D. McKee Alumni Volunteer Award will be
presented to Richard G. ’41 and Eileen “Mike”
Thompson Miller ’40.

The Women’s
Advisory Board
by Gennie Johnston
The Women’s Advisory Board of the
College of Wooster has a long history of useful,
but little known, activity. In 1892, upon the rec
ommendation of President Sylvester Scovel and
the faculty, the Board of Trustees and the
Presbyterian Synod of Ohio established the
Advisory Board of Women. “It was meant,” said
President Scovel, “to bring together representa
tive women from each presbytery who with
womanly tact and intention would find ways to
increase the efficiency of the institution in all

33

ALUMNI
matters pertaining to the young women who
come into residence in the University.”
This close contact with women students
continued. In 1945, President Howard Lowry
suggested that the local Board members open
their homes to women students to give them “a
feeling of being identified with local families
under hospitable auspices.” Today this hos
pitality includes picnics and dinners for interna
tional students and a spring dinner to honor
the women student leaders of the campus.
There are three types of memberships in
the Women’s Advisory Board. The Executive
Committee is comprised of fifteen local women
who are approved by the College administra
tion. Associate members are those interested in
the College who are appointed by the
Executive Committee in consultation with the
President of the College. Honorary members
include WAB members who have served fifteen
years and wish to retire from active service as
well as women chosen by the Executive
Committee.
In 1895 Dr. Scovel asked the Board to
assist with the details of the first women’s dor
mitory, Hoover Cottage. The women made
numerous decisions including the selection of
carpet, dishes, and the type of heat to be used.
Later the board was instrumental in establish
ing an infirmary (now Hygeia Hall) and recom
mending that a Dean of Women be hired.
Today the Board continues to make deci
sions, though the emphasis has changed to
administering scholarship funds, raising
money for scholarships and grants, and provid
ing emergency funds to assist students with
special financial problems.
Upon the recommendation of the Dean
of Students’ Office, the Board awards seven
scholarships annually. These are the Elizabeth
Buchanan, Helen Secrest, Albert McGaw,
Helen Arnold, Alva C. Bailey, Jean Waterbury
Howlett, and the Women’s Advisory Board
Scholarships. The Board also makes annual
grants to two international students and two
American students. In addition the Board
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The Wooster Chorus, accompanied by the Wooster
Strings Ensemble, performs in the Kennedy Center in
Washington D .C .John R. Russell (music) conducting.

maintains the Vi Startzman Emergency Fund to
be used by the Dean to assist students with
small justifiable emergency medical or dental
expenses.
The Board receives contributions and
bequests from friends and estates. It also
depends on fund-raising projects for its scholar
ships and grants. These projects have included
teas, silent auctions, bake sales, and musical
performances by students.
The Board currently has two fund-raising
projects. First, it sells replicas of some of the
College’s best-known buildings. Available
through the Florence 0 . Wtlson Bookstore and
Board members, these include Kauke, Galpin,
Holden and Memorial Chapel. Andrews

PHOTO BY MATT DILYARD

Dorothy Drushal, honorary
member (I), Genny
Johnston, board member,
and Elizabeth Hooker,
President, look through
minutes sketching the long
and busy history o f the
Women’s Advisory Board.
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Library, the newest addition, will be available by
May of 1990.
Our second project is an annual family
brunch. This year’s event, an English Mayfest
Benefit Brunch, was held May 13 at Lowry
Center. A British theme coordinated food, dec
orations, and a childrens’ comer.

Good Times —
Past and Future
Since the last issues of the magazine sev
eral alumni meetings have been held in regions
across the country. In Washington, D.C.,
President Henry Copeland was the guest
speaker for a reception at the Grand Hotel. In
Chicago Gordon Collins (psychology) and
William Baird (admissions/economics) led a
discussion about Independent Study while
Jeffrey Todd (alumni relations) talked with
alumni in Ft. Myers, Sarasota, and Lakeland. In
Wooster, Richard T Gore (music), Joann Cohen
(music), and Elena Sokol (Russian studies)
treated local alumni, parents, and friends to a
special evening of music and culture. Gore and
Cohen performed Beethoven’s “Kreutzer”
Sonata, Op. 47 with Sokol providing a pre
recital lecture on Tolstoy’s controversial novella
The Kreutzer Sonata.
If you live in any of the following regions
watch for invitations to Wooster events in the
coming months:
Canton
Seattle
Columbus
Toledo
Nashville
Tbungstown S3
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Alumni Association
Officers & Board
Members 1 9 8 9 -9 0
President: Lee E berhardt Limbird 7 0
3435 Ham pton Ave., Nashville, TN 37215
President-Elect: K ent M. W eeks ’59
6025 Sherwood Dr., Nashville, TN 37215
C lass o f 1 9 9 0
John 0 . Clay ’43*
2123 Pargoud Blvd., M onroe, LA 71201
Gregory N. Hopkins 7 6
7930 Surrey Lane, Oakland, CA 94605
Robert Irvin '43**
9455 Headland Rd., Mentor, OH 44060
Paul L. Kendall ’64*
670 West E nd Ave., Apt. 3-D
New York, NY 10025
Jam es F. Leckman ’69
125 Spring Glen Terrace, Ham den, CT 06517
M ary Neagoy ’83
20 West 83rd St., Apt. 2A, New York, NY 10024
M ichele Payne ’85**
41 Ocean View Dr., #55, Dorchester, MA 02125
C lass o f 1 9 9 1
G. Terry Bard ’57
301 East M cPherson Ave., Findlay, OH 45804

Richard A . Bowers '82
5851 Morrowfield Ave., #14
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
M erry Lomas D ahm s ’64**
1525 M issouri Ave., St. Louis, MO 63104
Patricia W orkman Foxx ’46*
1417 Carroll Brown Way
West Chester, PA 19382
Jean Pierce Gow ’45**
3724 Wildwood Dr., Endwell, NY 13760

Jayne Ann Hart 7 6
1256 K ensington Rd., McLean, ~VA 22101

William A. Longbrake ’65*
939 18th Ave. East, Seattle, WA 98112
C lass o f 1 9 9 2
Julia B euter B ogner 7 6
1660 A rthur Dr., Wooster, OH 44691
Robert G. M ellert ’41**
1300 Q ueens Rd., Apt. 317, Charlotte, NC 28207
Irwin L. Reese 7 5
124 West 72nd St., New York, NY 10023
Jean Carroll Scott ’41
Box 13, E den Mills, VT 05653

Roger W. S toneburner ’44*
Jloute 3, Box 212F, Blue Waters Dr.

Marble Falls, TX 78654
5usan Q, Stranahan ’68*
45 Anton Rd., Wynnewood, FA 19096
^ 'n a Ramage Van Cleef ’53**
u30 S kipper’s Lane, PO. Box 2054
Urient, NY 11957
Alumni Elected M em ber College Board of
Arustees
Appointed M em ber

NOTES
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Happy 1990! 1 (Susan) celebrated both
the W estern and Chinese Lunar New Year here
in Taiwan.
D u an e P eek, who w orks for the Edgar,
Marvin, and M artin law firm in New York, wrote
that Mark Lewis is living and working in Wash
ington, DC. M ark is analyzing the recruitm ent
and retention of m inority students on college
cam puses.
Since Oct., Jennifer B lair has been
working for the W estern Reserve College annual
giving office at Case W estern Reserve U. She
hopes to begin graduate work there. She has
seen Darrell Sm ith and Max G illes, both of
w hom are enrolled in Case’s m edical school.
O ther graduate students are Ranjit Roy,
Efi Afendra, Yohan Weerasuriya, and Mar
garet Luehrs. Ranjit is in the Patterson School
of Diplomacy program at the U of Kentucky.
Address: 318 Transylvania Park, Apt. 2, Lexing
ton, KY 40508. Efi is studying biochem istry at
the U of Akron, while Yohan is studying the
sam e subject at Purdue U. M argaret is at the U
of Cincinnati, playing h e r cello and studying for
a graduate degree in m usic history.
April W estover is enjoying h e r work as a
m usic therapist at the State Developmental Cen
ter in Ft. Wayne, IN.
Tom Rowley recently returned to the
U.S. from Taiwan, w here he was teaching
English at the Taichung YMCA. He plans to
look into law schools.
Libby B lack enjoys h e r job with a New
York law firm. She is looking for an apartm ent
and would welcome suggestions.
Eric Foo is a M anagem ent Information
System s m anager for M onterey Park Group, an
insurance and real estate company. Write to him
at College View Dr., #C, M onterey Park, CA
91754. Eric wrote that H ock Chuah is a finan
cial consultant for B utcher & Singer in Akron.
After graduation, P hilip Sagle attended
T he Philadelphia Institute, T he Institute for
Paralegal Training, w here he successfully com 
pleted the corporate finance and business law
program and received a certificate of graduation
in September. Philip is now employed as a para
legal with Aspen System s Corporation in
W ashington, DC.
Robert Ladd w rites that he has enjoyed
the challenges of teaching English and being
assistant soccer coach at Stratford Academy in
Macon, GA. Going to graduate school is still a
year away for Robert, and his plans for the inter
im are not yet definite. ‘To my friends: I m iss
you and think of you often!”
D ap hn e D augherty is room ing with Lisa
Jones ’88 in a historic brick apartm ent building
in Evanston, IL, just two blocks from Lake
M ichigan. She finds working on h e r Ph.D. in
chem istry at N orthw estern U a real challenge.
T he W ooster influence isn’t too far away, as she
and D ean Johnston ’88 have their lab desks in
the sam e room.
D uring the summer, Daphne and C oleen
M cFarland (a chem ist for BP Research in
Cleveland) traveled to Seattle, WA, with their IS

advisor, Virginia (B ussert ’63) Pett, to present
th eir IS research at a m eeting of th e Am erican
Crystallographic Association. B esides attending
chem istry lectures there, they hiked around Mt.
Rainier and ate brunch atop th e Space N eedle.
“Yes,” D aphne says, “doing IS does pay off!”

Coleen McFarland and Daphne Daugherty ’89s.

On a Fulbright scholarship in Paris,
France, M eskerem G ebrekidan is taking
classes at th e Sorbonne and is a language assis
tant, teaching English.
Your secretary will return to th e States in
mid-July. Keep those cards and letters com ing to
my hom e address.
Secretary: S u san F esz, 8 6 7 6 Edgerton Rd.,
N orth Royalton, O H 44133.

19 8 8
Now that a new decade is u n d e r way, I ask
you w hat are your dream s for the ’90s, for your
self and for the world?
Some have reported w here they are now
w hether that is in places of transition, places of
discovery, or rig h t w here they want to be.
A ngela K eller reports that Togo is full of chal
lenges and latrine projects. She visited Cathy
C am pbell and Eric G reene in Feb. (see photo
of Angela and C athy). Angela also sent th e fol
lowing new addresses: Karen Cook, BP4 Jem aa
Shaim, Province de Safi, Morocco, N orth AfricaSarah Heath, 330 E astern Hts. Blvd., Elyria,
OH 44035; Carrie McGraw, 303 N. Prospect
St., Bowling Green, OH 43402; B eck y Strupe
H atfield, 1100 Gulf Club Lane, #1, Cincinnati
OH 45245.
Linda S teven son sent a wonderful new
decade letter reporting on the past year in Mexi
co. She is working for the C enter for Global
Education, connected with A ugsburg College
(MN). She says she has learned so m uch about
the life, culture, language, and h e r job. T his
spring she will be assisting in a class on church
and social change in Latin America. Linda hopes
to stay for another year. She can be found at
Apartado 116-B, Cuernavaca, M orelos, Mexico.
Graham Raym an is building a career
working as a plum bing instructor for a small
trade school. He lives at 2150 S. M ain St., Lakeport, CA 95453.
J a m e s m m is a second-year medical student at the M edical College of Ohio in Toledo.
W u can reach him at 3339 Arlington Ave., Apt.
#F-212, Toledo, OH 43614.
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W eddings!

The wedding o f Deborah Glaefke ’78 and
Thomas Wistar Gilbert '73.

The wedding o f Diane Cullen 8 7 and
Bob Moore 85. (back to front, I. to r.)
Joe Buckley 8 5, Dave Bracken 85,
Curtis Smith 85, Melissa Forker 87,
Laura Stein 8 7, Cyndi Greene 87,
Blake Moore 80, June Schmunk 87,
Ellen Wright 8 7, Courtenay Selby 87,
Jane Baughman 8 8, Lawrence Allen
85, Diane Cullen 87, Bob Moore 85,
Blake Moore ’55, Emily Drage 87.

The wedding o f Viktoria
Herson 8 3 and John
Calvert Finn 85. (stand
ing, I. to r.) Lorrin Kreider
’52, Flora Wishart Davies
’3 5, Viktoria Herson 83,
John Calvert Finn 85,
Jeanne Rogosch 83,
Josephine Wishart 3 2,
Lynn Rogan 83. (kneeling,
I. to r.) Nancy Barnes Krei
der ’52, Ellen Lester
Stonecipher 83, Mary
McGuane 83.

The wedding o f Jill Tuennerman 8 6 and Michael
Kirk, (row 1 , 1, to r.)Michael Kirk, Jill Tuennerman
8 6, Laura Tuennerman 8 8 , Priscilla Cooper 86.
(row 2 , 1, to r.) John Gates (history), Priscilla Gates,
Warren Hedges 86.

The wedding o f Laurie
Campbell 8 6 and Todd
Wood. (I. to r.) Joanna
Mills 8 6, Virginia Emch
Lindm an 3 3, William E
Campbell '49, Catarina
Alm qvist 8 7, Sean Whalen
88, Jill Midolo DeMarco
8 7, Christen Campbell 87,
Wesley Taylor 86, Laurie
Campbell Wood 8 6, Todd
Wood, Susanne Lindman
Campbell ’61, Richard N.
Campbell ’5 9, Linda CartnerErholm '61, Stewart
Erholm '60, Laura VanDale 87, Marjorie Camp
bell.
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The wedding o f Catherine Sm ith and Howard Senkfor
85s. (front row, I. to r.) M aria Guiao ’8 5, Margaret
Jemison Sm ith '58, Catherine Sm ith '85, Howard
Senkfor '85, Liz M uncy Hauenstein ’5 8. (back row, I. to
r-) Paul R e iff’84, Morris Robinson ’82.

The wedding o f Dana Gibson and Scott Coonfare ’87,
September, 1989.

he wedding o f Jam ie and Dave Simmons ’83. (top
r°w, I to r.) Steve Towne '83, David Benson 83,
arth Katner 84. (middle row, I. to r.) Judy Simmons
ndsey 8 0 , Sarah Simmons 85, Jim Simmons ’5 8,
J aiS Lindsey 80. (front row, I. to r.) Linda Beane
atner 84, Pat Gerber Simmons ’5 8, Jam ie Simons>Dave Sim m ons 83.

N OTES

Die wedding o f Pamela and John Kratzer ’81. (stand
ing, I. to r.) Joe Kaminski ’79, Ed Wierzbicki ’81,
James Stoll ’81, Dan Wax, John Kewn ’81, Steven
Stoll, Dave Swift '81. (seated, bride and groom)
Pamela and John Kratzer 81.

The wedding o f Sonya Alwyn and Ben Spriggs ’88s.
(far left to middle) 1) Lisa Leslie ’88, 5) A m y Thayer
’89, 6) Emily Freeman ’88, bride, Sonya Alwyn ’88,
groom, Ben Spriggs ’88. (far right to middle) 4) A ndy
Wert ’86, 5) Rob Gilmore ’88.

The wedding o f Jill Midolo ’8 7 and Samuel DeMarco
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Cameroon, Ghana, or Zaire for the summer.
Rem em ber m e and my m ailbox this spring so
th at we know w hat each of you is up to in 1990.
Secretaries: M iatta W ilson, 1205 Palm yra Ave.,
R ichm ond, VA 232 2 7 ; E ric G re en e , PCV, Corps
D e L a P aix A m e ric a in , B.P. 10537, Niam ey,
Niger, W Africa.

19 8 7

Cathy Campbell and Angela Keller

N an cy K e h o e is working in New York for
Children’s Athletic Training School, Inc. She
sen t news about the following classm ates. J a n e
B a u g h m a n enjoys h e r work for an investm ent
bank in New York. B e c c a Bing, who lives in
Cincinnati, is doing social work. N ico le D enn a rd lives in Boston and is an adm issions coun
selor for LaSalle College. Also in the Boston
area, K ristin H e lm s is doing social work and
counseling.
Currently a fellow of the Florida Dispute
Resolution Center, Florida Suprem e Court,
M arc F le is c h a u e r will relocate to Orlando, FL,
this sum m er. He has been hired as a sum m er
associate with the law firm of F oster & Kelly.
Visitors are welcome, says the W ashing
ton State crew: C arolyn C u n n in g h a m , B eck y
G eiger, L eslie H o p e m a n , M ary H u e sk e ,
L ara S te p h e n s . T hey have moved to 1132 N.
77th St., Seattle, WA 98103.
W ith the Peace Corps since June, N in a
R o b e rts is teaching English in a school in
Makokou, Gabon, Central Africa. She seem s to
be thriving — m aking bread, using b ush taxis,
m aking treks to village festivals, and learning
the native language. Com munication by mail is
difficult, but she has b een in touch with M a u ra
S a lin s and o ther W ooster friends.
M ary C ox and J o n a th a n B a rclay are
pleased to announce their engagem ent. A Ju n e
wedding in H udson is planned. “Pay off your
bets, friends,” they write. T hey are living in
Bloomington, IN, w here Jon is pursuing a Ph.D.
in English, while teaching composition. M ary is
employed at the B loom ington H era ld -T im es as a
section editor as well as part-time at a children’s
developmental learning center.
Your secretary (M iatta) has decided that
she also m ust go to Africa. Instead of spending
my sum m er in a big church doing youth work
for my required internship, I will be a volunteer
for the Presbyterian Church, working in
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T h e past few m onths have seen a veritable
plethora of letters pass through my tiny mailbox.
M any thanks to all th o se who have b een so gen
erous in sharing news. I love h earing from all of
you, especially now that I feel so removed from
any W ooster connection. Oxford’s not quite the
“W oosterite g athering spot” that DC was (and
is!). I h ear that a m ajor W ooster shindig will take
place in DC, hosted by Andrew Baird ’84 and
C huck Brady ’88. Am ong the g uests will b e
V ance R u ssell, currently in the States for a
couple of m onths before beginning the volun
tee r life again, this tim e in Bolivia. I hope to see
Vance here in Oxford, on his way back hom e to
Illinois.
O ther W ooster folk in Illinois include
Im ra n a M alik, who is hanging out in Chicago a
bit longer than expected before h e r trip back to
Pakistan this spring. She and brother A m in are
both well. Amin continues to work there for
Am erican HMO.
Im rana w rites that L isa K la sn y is work
ing in Columbus; M ary L ew is is teaching near
Cleveland; and J o R o b in so n recently got m ar
ried. Congrats, Jo!
Also in Chicago, K a ren J o h n s o n is edito
rial assistant at the A m erican Journal of Oph
thalmology. H er address: 500 W. Belmont, ID,
Chicago, IL 60657. She w rites that D e b b ie
S z u b a has been prom oted to assistant m anager
of coats/sw im w ear at M arshall Field’s Watertower. Debbie’s address: 521W. Aldine, Chicago, IL
60657. Karen and Debbie recently had a brief
airport visit with E lle n Scholl, who was on h e r
way back to Hawaii. If A ggie B e lt a n d /o r R ocky
Z azzaro are in the windy city, get in touch with
Karen.
L ih F a n g J e m , who spent th e last 2%
years working in New York City, has moved to
Singapore. Address: 48 & 50 Green Hall, Penang
10200, Malaysia.
D iego J a rrin , having com pleted his M.A.
in com puter science at Bowling G reen State U,
has also left the country to join M an am i
O h s h im a in Japan, w here he'll be working for a
few years in Tokyo. Write to them at 2691
Takada-Cho, Kouhoku-Ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa-Ken, Japan 223.
Je rn w rites that F ra n k lin L im is working
in Tempe, AZ, after graduating with an M.A. in
accounting from Case W estern. T ere n ce K hoo
is doing his Ph.D. in finance at the U of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill. J a n e and A u g u stin e
A ng are still in New York, at 586 Pacific St., Apt.
#3-B, Brooklyn, NY 11217.
Perhaps the A ngs should contact R am in
A b h a ri and N e d F o rtn a , living in Brooklyn at
198 W. 9th St., Apt. 1-L, 11231. Ramin completed
his M.S. in chem ical engineering at the City
College of New York this past fall and is current
ly looking for a job that will pay him enough that
he can afford to leave Brooklyn. Both he and
Ned find they have been a bit disillusioned by
hopes of life in the Big Apple. Ramin writes: ‘To

be a close observer of the extent of the uneven
distribution of wealth (between friends on Park
Ave. and the school n ear Harlem) every day and
night was som etim es m ore than I could deal
with.” Ned echoes those sentim ents with his
closing com m ents from the perspective of a pas
senger aboard the elevated subway: ‘T h e contra
dictions of 1980s Am erica in w hich the artificial
m oney of investm ent banking grows at the
expense of the dow ntrodden working class are
crystal clear from this vantage point.”
And now for the wedding updates. In June
D ia n e C u lle n and Bob M oore ’85 were m arried
in Albany, NY. W ooster grads in the w edding
were Blake M oore ’80, Lawrence Allen ’85, Joe
Buckley ’85, L au ra S tein, J u n e S c h m u n k , and
E lle n W right. Currently, the couple are living in
Lynchburg, VA, w here Bobby is teaching high
school biology and coaching football and basket
ball, while Diane substitute teaches.
In Sept., D a n a G ib so n and S c o tt C oonfa re joined the m arried circuit and are living in
Centreville, V A
Although Jill M idolo D eM arco and hus
band Sam have been m arried for a while now, I
finally convinced Jill to send along a photo of the
W ooster crowd at their wedding. In Nov., I had
the joy of spending som e tim e with Jill, w hen
she was soloist at the wedding of Laurie
Campbell Wood ’86.
T h e big news from C h ris C a m p b e ll is
th at sh e will b e m arried in June, in Alliance.
In Oct., L isa H u n y a d i will m arry Robert
MacKay of Bath. Lisa is working for the Ameri
can Red Cross, Wayne County Chapter, as the
blood services director. After the w edding, the
couple will live in Akron.
Am y Z u b e rb u h le r, who will be Lisa’s
maid-of-honor, is living in Pittsburgh, w here she
is junior high youth director for a Presbyterian
church. “I never thought I would have a job
w here I’m paid to care for and m inister to youths
and organize ski trips at th e sam e tim e.” Amy
has seen Terri Barta D ahnke ’88, who is working
on h e r Ph.D. in chem istry in Columbus. To Jen
nifer H odgson ’89, Amy writes: “I m iss our long
procrastinating teas after dinner in Lowry.” Write
to Amy at 2034 Swallow Hill Rd., #401, Pittsburgh, PA 15220.
P e te r W este rm a n has b een nam ed
regional operations director of TV Host, publish-

Peter Westerman

ers of cable television guides, in Portland, OR.
Pete will oversee the administrative, circulation,
and production departm ents at TV Host.
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From Pittsford, NY, D avid C arleto n
sends best w ishes to all in the new decade. A
partner in Peripheral Services business, David
also treads the boards. In Feb., he was in the
cast of Rodgers and Ham m erstein’s Cinderella
produced by the W ebster Guild in Rochester.
T h e update on C h ris D rak e, roving
Peace Corps volunteer-come-home: he is work
ing at the College as an administrative intern
with W ooster \b lu n te er Network. Chris is enjoy
ing the challenge of the job and being back in
Ohio.
Secretary: L a u ra V anD ale, 6 2 0 B rill Dr., #1,
Oxford, O H 45056.
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T his has been a year of changes for sever
al people. D e b L ew is and h e r husband, M ark
Koppelkam, are now the proud parents of
Alexander Jam es Koppelkam, bom Sept. 13,
1989. Deb says th at they hope to take him sailmg on Lake Champlain next sum m er and to
have him grow up as a rugged Vermonter. Send
your congratulations to Deb and M ark at 357 St.
Paul, Apt. 1, Burlington, VT 05401.
L a u rie C a m p b e ll m arried Todd Wood on
Nov. 11,1989, in Alliance. See the photo for
Woosterites who attended the wedding. T he
Woods are settling down to life in Colorado
Springs. Congratulations, Laurie!
A nother newlywed is Jill T u e n n e rm a n ,
who m arried attorney M ichael Kirk, on Sept. 30,
1989, in Cleveland. Jill graduated from N orth
western U School of Law in May, w here she had
served as an articles editor on the Jo u rn a l o f
C rim in a l L a w a n d Criminology. She is practic
ing law with th e firm of Howrey & Simon in
Washington, DC. See the photo of W ooster
W ends at the wedding. Write to Jill at 1501 Crys
tal Hr., Apt. 1139, Arlington, VA 22202.
P e c k -B e e L im is com pleting h e r M.A. in
hum an resources m anagem ent at the Institute of
Labor and Industrial Relations at the U of Illi
nois in U rbana-C ham paign. She would love to
hear from friends, especially those from Myers
House, WCF, and Compton 3rd of ’8 2 /’83.
Address: Sutton Place, 309 E. John St., Cham 
paign, IL 61820.
S c o tt F ra n k e l writes from Danbury, CT
where he w orks at a financial services company
as a regional manager. Until late last fall, he
Worked as general m anager of the Sugar Hollow
tennis Club in Ridgefield, CT Write to Scott at
15 Lee Ave. #2, Danbury, CT 06810.
Scott kindly filled m e in on som e other
People. D ave C arey graduated from law school
®nd is w orking for a judge in Annapolis, MD.
bom K u e h ls is com pleting his Ph.D. at Johns
°Pkins and living in Baltimore with Dave.
D rew V ande C re e k and T im H a rtric k
j* tend the U of Virginia, w here Drew is studying
istory and Tim, com puter science. T hanks for
fle 'uforniation, Scott!
L au ra B o ie s wrote to m e from Spain,
ere sh e js in h e r fourth sem ester teaching
nglish as a foreign language. She spent part of
s n i sum m er >n Italy and reports that while she
t , Prefers Italian food, she enjoys Spain. Write
», f ura at Calle Escalona, 52, Planta 11, #2,
adrid 28024, Spain.
Ill ' , ^ ymPathy of the class is extended to Jim
, . > 84. whose wife, K im b erly N e lso n
n ch, died on Dec. 8,1989, after a year-long

NOTES

battle with leukemia. Kim fought h e r disease
with courage and optimism, totally in keeping
with h e r strong and cheerful nature. Kim was
one of the kindest and friendliest people w hom I
knew at Wooster, and I’m sure that she brought
m ore happiness to this world in h e r 25 years
than m ost people do in a lifetime.
Secretary: P a tty S k id m o re, 3 7 0 9 N. High St.,
A pt. B , Colum bus, O H 43214.
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5th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join us in Wooster for a
m em orable weekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.
Transitional tales top tidings. Secretary
seeks satisfactory statem ents. Noteworthy news
necessitates narration, naturally. Class corre
spondence conjures comm emoration as C.O.W.
comm unication com m ands com m itm ent and
cajoles cultural cohesion. Finally, fabulous fame
flowers, fostering fairly fascinating features and
feverish, fanciful fellowship.
S u s a n B a in b rid g e and Steve C o ss are
happily m arried and living in Oakland. T heir
m edical internships are flying by, and in July
they will move to Pensacola, FL, to study mili
tary aviation m edicine and flight surgery.
Address: 1942 Hoover Ave., Oakland, CA 94602.
K a ren S a p io was ordained as interim
associate pastor of the Setauket (NY) Presbyteri
an C hurch on Oct. 22. Richard Spierling ’64 pre
sented the charge to the new pastor. Karen

after the wedding the groom began graduate
studies at C ase W estern Reserve U. W hen the
bride was asked, “After alm ost six years you
finally got th at dude to the altar — now what?”
sh e replied: T m going to Disney World,” w hich
th e couple did during w inter break in D ecem ber
for th eir delayed honeymoon. Unfortunately,
Disney didn’t offer th e Senkfors any m oney for
this endorsem ent, even though Cathy feels that
m arrying Howard was a m ore difficult feat than
winning the Super Bowl. T h e couple’s next
adventure as m arried people will b e to visit
E m b e r S p e n c e r P a r a n iu k and h e r husband,
Ross, at th eir new house in Conway, PA. (See
photo) Address: Euclid H eights Blvd., Cleveland
Heights, OH 44106.
Steve A llen was ordained to the Presbyte
rian m inistry on Nov. 5 and is now serving as
associate pastor of the Presbyterian C hurch in
Gettysburg, PA.
J o h n W ilk in so n and Bonny Claxton
were m arried in Chicago on Nov. 4. In a delight
ful service, A a ro n B u d a and J o n H u e n e r ush
ered, D ale D . G ru b b trum peted, M ike M a n n
and Steve P ric e wedding partied, and Paul
W ilkinson ’90 best-m anned. K enneth W ilkinson,
financial underw riter of two W ooster educations,
did the honors. W ho would have thought.
D ale and Lisa G ru b b were m arried on
Dec. 16, in the city by the lake. M ike M a n n
served as b est man. W oosterites, including your
secretary, abounded in joy and happiness. T he
festive service was only enhanced by 14 feet of
snow. T his happy couple is doing the w hole
graduate school thing in Central Ohio. Address:
61 West W eber Rd., Colum bus, OH 43202.
After spending a year in Pittsbutgh,
D o u g la s D a n tz e r moved back to the big city
life of Philadelphia, PA. He is a quality assurance
analyst for S anchez C om puter Associates.
Also in the com puter field is B ru c e
J o n e s , who is a software engineer for Apple
Com puters in Cupertino, CA.
L a u ra J a n s o n lives n ear Media, PA, and
is a speech-language pathologist at Bryn Mawr
Rehabilitation Hospital in Malvern.
Congratulations to N a n c y N eagoy R ice,
who was nam ed 1989 Employee of the Year by
the State of Ohio Environm ental Protection
Agency. T he award was given in recognition of
Nancy’s work in dealing with th e contam ination
of the Barberton and Akron public water
supplies.
D an R ice, who will soon receive his M.A.
in history from the U of Akron, spent last sum 
m er as an intern with the Sum m it County His
torical Society cataloguing and researching
radio equipm ent that had been donated by Fire
stone Tire and R ubber Company. He is now con
ducting a job search for a position in public
history.
Secretary: J o h n W ilk in so n , 6 6 1 9 N o rth C am p
bell, Chicago, IL 60645.

Richard Spierling '64 and Karen Sapio 85.

served as a field education student at the Leonia, NJ, church w here Deke Spierling serves as
pastor. (See photo) Address: 17 Dyke Rd.,
Setauket, NY 11733.
On Aug. 19, C athy S m ith and H ow ard
S e n k fo r were m arried at Temple Emanu El in
University Heights. More than a few guests were
surprised at the end of the cerem ony when,
seem ingly out of nowhere, a fully garbed bag
piper and drum m er entered to accompany the
couple down the aisle. T he bouquet was caught
by the lovely M a ria G uiao, who has just fin
ished h e r M.A. in technical writing. Two days

19 8 4
Happy New Year everyone! It was a parti
cularly happy one for m e, since I becam e
engaged on New Year’s Eve. Steve Dial and I will
be m arried Sept. 9,1990, in Stockton, and we
toasted th e arrival of th e decade together. We
hope to see m any W oosterites at the wedding;
so, as they say, “save the date!”
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House-warming party.
(I. to r.) unidentified elbow,
John Sutter, Keith Pentland, Denise Short, David
Ulfelder '84s, David Paul
’85.

beginning the New Year with an office move to a
larger space with a piano included! T he
Sundquists would love to h ear from friends at
2880 W ingate St., Eugene, OR 97401.
In Aug., N ed Edw ards becam e pastor of
the United Presbyterian C hurch in Milford, CT
H e and his wife, Gwendolyn, have one daughter,
Alicia, born in June, 1989.
Secretaries: Barb Brown, 2 4 0 9 F rem o n t Ave. S.,
Apt. 9, M inneapolis, M N 55 4 0 5 ; M orris Robinson , 129 W. 12th, #2102, C olum bus, O H 43210.
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Cheryl Lower is back in T hailand, w here
she w orks for the A m erican Refugee Com mittee
w hich supplies health care to the Cambodian
refugee cam p. H er new address is Field Admin
istrator, Am erican Refugee Committee, 37/1 Soi
(Soi Som prasong3), Petchburi Rd., Bangkok
10400 Thailand.
S u e J o n e s A insworth w rites that she
and h e r husband, Tim, have been in Houston for
the past year, w here she is an associate
editor/H ouston correspondent for C hem ical a n d
E n g in eering News. Tim is a CIA with Continen
tal Airlines. T h e Ainsworths enjoy playing lots of
tennis. Sue would like to get in touch with D ou g
and Trish Eberhart M iller, M olly M cQ uigg (I
would too!), B ob LaM onte, and Dave Stub
bles. Please write to Sue at 301 W ilcrest Dr.,
#5309, Houston, TX 77042.
A partm ent/house-w arm ing parties are
great fun, and it looks as if several W oosterites
had a great tim e at a recent party in Boston (see
photo). David Ulfelder, K eith P en tlan d, and
David Paul ’85 are living at 119 Vamum St.,
Arlington, MA 02174. T h e “three stooges,” as
they affectionately referred to them selves, would
like to h e ar from anyone in the Boston area.
S u san K rehbiel wrote from Austin, TX,
w here she is th e director of M anos de Cristo, a
Presbyterian service agency, working primarily
with Hispanics. She and h e r husband, Dhelfor
Balbin, were m arried on Dec. 30, 1989.
K evin N ahigian is looking forward to a
career as an orthopaedic surgeon. He expects to
receive his M.D. in May from Georgetown U and
then begin serving a residency. On Dec. 30,
1989, he planned to m arry M ary Katherine Carroll, a nurse at N orthern Virginia College.
Sym pathy of the class is extended to Jim
Ulrich, w hose wife, Kimberly (Nelson ’86), died
on Dec. 8,1989, of leukemia. Jim continues to
teach earth science in the Cortland City (NY)
School District. Address: 4054 Highland Rd.,
Cortland, NY 13045.
Well, th a fs it from sunny, but rath er chilly
California! Please note my new address and
keep m e inform ed of all the news.
Secretary: Jan et S ch ellh ase, 6 9 2 8 Sharkon
L ane, Stockton, CA 95210.
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A staff chem ist for Union Carbide in
Tonawanda, NY, J o se p h Incavo received his
Ph.D. in analytical chem istry from Ohio State U
in Aug., 1989. He would enjoy hearing from
W oosterites in the Buffalo area and from other
classmates.
David S im m on s and his wife, Jamie,
both librarians, are with the St. Louis City Pub
lic Library system; Jam ie is a cataloguer, and
David is a branch manager. T he couple reside at
1756 Nicholson PL, #A, St. Louis, MO 63104.
(See wedding photo.)
Elizabeth W ebster Warner is assistant
professor of econom ics at Hamilton College.
She received h e r Ph.D. from the U of Michigan
in Dec., 1988. Elizabeth and h e r husband, John,
live in Clinton, NY.
Secretaries: L isabeth Beatty, 1178 Foxhound
Ct., M cL ean, VA 221 0 1 ; Jennifer Saliers, 3 0 7
M onroe St., P hiladelphia, PA 19147.
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In New York City, m any W oosterites
helped K evin Grubb celebrate the publication
of his book, R azzle Dazzle: The L ife a n d Work o f
Bob Fosse, by St. Martin’s Press. Kevin spent
m ost of 1988 researching and w riting the book.
Over 100 dancers, writers, actors, singers,
techies, and designers were interviewed for the
book, and their varied rem iniscences present a
fascinating, complex, and individualistic direc
tor-choreographer. To follow th e book, he is con
tem plating several projects, including a history
of 42nd Street and a libretto for a stage adapta
tion of Fellini’s 1950 film Variety Lights. Kevin
continues to write for D ance and Taxi magazines
regularly.
Attending the book party were Lisa Vick
ery ’80, D enise Gordon-M iller ’80, Jan Birchfield
’81, Fin Runyon ’79, and Ted Sale ’83.
Karen D ann S u n d q u ist and h e r h us
band, Jam es, are busy with their growing m usi
cal production and direct mail company, M edical
& Sports M usic Institute of America, Inc. T he
com pany sells exercise m usic audio cassettes
available at 64 different tem pos as well as threedim ensional nature recordings. Several interna
tional contracts (including C B S/Sony of Japan)
have helped launch the business. They are

As wellness director for Ciba C om ing
D iagnostics in Medfield, MA, M eg B o d e con
sults on stress and w eight m anagem ent and
teaches classes on health concerns.
P atrice “P ea c h ” Lockhart J e n k s and
h e r husband, Bill, live in Nebraska. A harpist,
Peach teaches and gives perform ances all over
the country. Bill is the associate conductor of
the O m aha Sym phony Orchestra. T h e Jenks
have two children, Eliza and Elliott. T hey spend
sum m ers in E stes Park, CO, at the Colorado
M usic Festival, and they teach at Rocky Ridge
M usic Center. Peach would love to h ear from
friends: 3835 California St., Om aha, NE 68131.
I (Nan) have discovered two classm ates
who also live in Milwaukee. Joh n Kratzer, an
assistant director of physical recreation at M ar
quette U, has been there since h e received his
M.A. from Miami U in 1982. John and his wife,
Pamela, were m arried recently. (See photo)
D ian e H ouk is a M ilwaukee trial attor
ney, concentrating on personal injury and civil
rights law. H er husband, Fred Freiberg, is asso
ciate director for Integrated Living. Diane would
like to h ear from friends, especially B eth S h ep 
h erd and Mary E dson. Write to h e r at 626 East
State St., #1106, Milwaukee, W I 53201.
Andy and A n ne H ering C a se received a
double delivery from the stork. Allison H ering
Gase and Alexander Jam es Gase arrived in
C olum bus on Feb. 2, joining sister Sarah (3).
Anne and Andy would love to h ear from friends.
Address: 2519 Mt. Holyoke Rd., Colum bus, OH
43221.
In Nov., Karen J o n e s began a new pas
torate at W estm inster Presbyterian C hurch in
Jackson, MI. She would love to h e ar from
friends at 769 Oakdale, Jackson, MI 49203.
Congratulations to M ark ’80 and Jaci Van
Leeuw en W ollenberg, w hose daughter, Lisa
M arie, was born on July 10,1989, joining broth
e r N athan (3). Jaci, who holds four d egrees in
horticulture, hopes to start h e r own landscaping
and gardening service this year.
Secretaries: N an Fausnaugh, 15671 Country
side Dr., M en o m o n ee Falls, W I 53 0 5 1 ; Barbara
Shelli, 9 0 0 P a lm er R d ., #9H , B ronxville, N Y
10708.
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10th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join u s in W ooster for a
m em orable weekend this June. T h e registration
deadline is May 18.

—
T h e past year has been one of growth,
change, and happiness for the family of Scott 7 9
and D e b b ie P ric e L ipps. After spending eight
years as a full-time social worker, D ebbie retired
in M arch to spend m ore tim e with daughter Jes
sica (5) and increase h e r volunteer involvement
with Daisy Scouts. On April 2, the Lipps’ second
daughter, Stacey M arie, was born. Shortly after
receiving his M.S. from DePaul U in October,
Scott accepted a position as vice president and
partner for C & G W holesale (Cincinnati). T he
company specializes in hom e healthcare w hole
sale and distribution in the Midwest.
B ru c e E n g lu n d and his wife, Marianne,
live in Salinas, CA, w here Bruce is vice presi
dent for H arry Clam & Associates. Bruce’s job
responsibilities include course instruction in lab
procedures. T h e E nglunds have one daughter,
Amanda Marie.
After com pleting h e r graduate work in
education in 1986, A m y M c M a h o n taught for a
year aboard a tall ship in western Europe. All the
students on this floating “high school” were
young people who were afflicted with dyslexia.
Amy now lives in the Boston area and is coordi
nator of an adult diploma program at the Con
tinuing Education Institute. She says: T m still
writing, playing the flute, and falling in love. I
would love to h ear from S a b rin a J o h n s o n and
Chris Stoner ’81 — wherever you are.”
D oug and S u s a n B osw orth L inney,
who live in Alameda, CA, are enjoying their first
child, Olivia Susanne, who was born on May 23,
1989.
S tacy R o b e rts, m anager of the travel pro
gram at World Wildlife Fund, coordinates nature
tours for m em bers to the group’s project sites all
over the world. Last May she went to the Galapa
gos and, in Jan., 1990, expected to be in Costa
Rica. W hen she saw M ary A n n W oodie
D risco ll and M arci P in is H e lle r in Aug., they
were doing fine.
M ike 7 9 and N icki P o u lte r Gioseffi
send greetings to the class and announce the
birth of th eir second daughter, Am anda Jane, on
Nov. 22,1989. She joins sister Jessica Ann (214).
The Gioseffies also have a new address and
would like to h e ar from friends at 25535 Orange
Crest Way, Loma Linda, CA 92354.
Secretary: S a m S teim el, 101 South Clay St.,
M illersburg, O H 44654.
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J o h n and M ary (Curl ’80) G o rte are
Proud to announce the arrival of their son, Eric
Christian, on Nov. 20, 1989. Lauren, Eric’s big
s'ster, is really excited about him.
A big move is in the works for S tew
M assey and his wife, Megan. Steve has been
Appointed by his investm ent firm, M organ Stanley and Company, to head the individual investor
fervices division for Asia. So, the M assey family
ls heading for H ong Kong! T heir new address:
^Pt. 11-B, Nicholson, 109 Repulse Bay Rd.,
Dong Kong. Congrats on the new position and
®so °n the birth of your second son, Andrew
Joseph, Nov. 25,1989.
It was nice hearing from J o n a th a n and
N ancy H igh G illies. D aughter Anne (2) is
growing like a weed and is beautiful. Jonathan
nas stepped back into the classroom and is
eaching second grade! Nancy says h e loves it.
M artha and T re n t C a rro ll announce the
arnval of their second child, Louise Thom as, on
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Life is
Full of Surprises
by Daryl Ward ’79
Being executive vice president and chief
operating officer at one of the country’s fastest
growing mainline Protestant seminaries has
taught me the truth and importance of such

Daryl Ward '79

proverbs as “Life is full of surprises,” “About
the time I have the answer somebody changes
the question,” and “The more I learn the less I
know.”
I have been prepared for these realities
since graduation. My first post-graduate year
was spent in Wooster as Administrative Assis
tant in the Dean of Students Office. Dean
Plusquellec was warned that my .intentions
were to spend a year looking into law schools
and that I would be doing no further work in
higher education administration.
The desire to pursue ordained ministry
was always present. I arrived at Georgetown
University Law Center confident that God had
been convinced that I could better serve the
Church as a politically active Christian attorney.
I ended up as a politically active Christian min
ister, armed with law degree and Bar member
ship. After acknowledging God’s call to min
istry, I resolved to be the best pastor I could.
However, upon the completion of my master of
divinity degree at Colgate Rochester Divinity
School, I went not to a respectable pastorate
but to United Theological Seminary to become
the higher education administrator I had no
intention of becoming.

After two years as Director of Admissions
and Dean of Black Church Ministries, I was
satisfied that administration was as noble a
work as the pastorate and became content with
my lot. It was then that I was called to pastor a
small local church. The name of the church is
Omega Missionary Baptist Church. Since
Omega can be interpreted as “the end” or “the
last,” I safely assumed that two positions at the
seminary and a church were as much excite
ment and opportunity for service as was neces
sary for any spiritual servant. Then I was pro
moted to Chief Operating Officer.
The greatest surprise is yet to be men
tioned. I went to law school figuring I had
escaped the “Wooster Marriage Myth.” While
in DC I bumped into Vanessa Oliver 79, who
was enrolled at Johns Hopkins School of
Advanced International Studies. Vanessa and I
had hardly said 100 words to each other during
four years on campus together at Wooster. By
the end of our first year of study in DC, we
could hardly stop talking. Seven years and two
children later we are still on surprisingly good
speaking terms.
I have made some decisions that had
results I intended. Looking back, however, I
realize that many of my decisions were made
without my knowledge. All of this is important
in understanding how I handle my duties as
COO, Dean, and Pastor. I utilize God-given tal
ents, honed by study and preparation at fine
schools like The College of Wooster. I work
hard and seldom believe that good enough is
really good enough. I try to listen well and let
others know that I care about them and what
they think. Most importantly, I realize that
there is another power and providence working
in the midst of all that I do that may abscond
with my feeble efforts and notions. Often they
are discarded, but sometimes they are
reshaped and refined into something of lasting
significance.
When the phone rings or when there is
an urgent knock at my office door, I answer
knowing through experience that when my last
shot has been fired the battle is not over. I am
thankful that “Life is full of surprises.”
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The Phi Delta Sigma Golf
Outing in 1989. (I. to r.)
Jim Stephenson, Stu
Sheard ’78s, Dave Pandilidis, Craig Karpinski ’77s.
The Second A nnual Golf
Outing will be held July 28,
1990. Delts wishing to par
ticipate should call Stu
Sheard (216-933-7743) or
Craig Karpinski (216-9334222).

M ichael “S h rod” Schroeck, a senior
m anager for Price W aterhouse, w rites that h e
and his family are enjoying Chicago and would
like to h ear from W ooster friends.
N ora Lari-M iller has a new job in Los
Alamos, NM, w here she has b een living for a
num ber of years. She is a staff graduate research
assistant at the Los Alamos National Laboratory,
working as an annotator at GenBank, a DNA
sequence data bank.
Secretaries: Wilford Stone, c /o Lynch, Dallas,
S m ith & H a rm a n , P.O. B ox 2 4 5 7 , 5 2 6 Second
Ave. S.E ., C edar Rapids, LA 52 4 0 6 ; Cathy
M cD ow ell M acLean, 4 5 8 1 B entley Place,
D uluth, GA 30136.
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Sept. 7,1989, joining brother Trevor. T he Carrolls have also moved into a new hom e: 1854
Appian Way, Springfield, OH 45503.
Gary and Amy (Waltz '82) Lam m ert are
the proud parents of T hom as Karnosh. He was
born on Sept. 5,1989, joining h is brothers,
Kevin and Gregory!
C huck H ick s and his wife, Jeanne, are
living in Pittsford, NY. T hey have a beautiful
daughter, Katie, born in 1987 and are expecting
their second child in M arch. Jeanne teaches
third grade, and C huck is the owner of a grow
ing tool and die com pany in Rochester. Chuck
would like to h ear from W ooster friends.
Address: 47 D eer Creek Rd., Pittsford, NY
14534.
Eric and Laurie G landt Steiner have
been busy lately. Laurie h as passed the b a r and
is a practicing attorney. She w orks for H ahn,
Loeser and Parks, a law firm in downtown Cleve
land. Eric is still working for M iesel/Sysco, sell
ing food service supplies to restaurants, schools,
and nursing h om es in th e Canton/A lliance area.
T he Steiners have moved to a new hom e: 411
Pinewood Spur, Akron, OH 44321.
Cyndi Raftus and Tim McDowell were
m arried in May, 1987. T hey are both involved in
theater, and so it’s a m atch m ade in heaven!
Cyndi has been in prom os for MTV and had a
part on an episode of NBC’s “Unsolved M yster
ies.” Tim is involved in th e casting end of the
business; so they're both busy. Cyndi also is part
owner of a small restaurant, H ourglass Tavern, in
midtown M anhattan; if anyone is in th e vicinity,
drop in! Cyndi and Tim ’s address: 487 Colum
bus Ave. #3N, New York, NY 10024.
Cyndi, along with Care Crawford, M ar
cel and Elaine F ish er Franck, Chris Evans
Fisher, and D ave A llen, all had a g reat tim e at
the wedding of Casey Considine and Brian
Lange in May, 1988.
D an and Ellen (Beigantz ’81) H unter
built a new house this past sum m er and now
reside, with son Evan, at 830 Woodhaven Lane,
M edina, OH 44256. TTie H unters describe the
experience of house-building and moving while
chasing after a busy two-year-old as an ordeal
rivaling I.S.
M argaret Hayba G onzales and h e r hus
band are located in Berm uda. If you go to the
islands, they invite you to call them at
809-236-5518.
Secretaries: P at Stocker, 3 7 441 Grove Ave., Apt.
3 02, Willoughby, O H 44094; Lisa Carter Sherrock, 3 5 0 0 C olonial Dr., Springfield, O H 45504.
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Since Dec., 1988, geologists Larry and
R eb ecca Parker J e n se n have b een living in
Norway, w here they were transferred by their
company, Conoco Stavanger Pouch, from H ous
ton, TX, for an open period of time. T h e Jensens
are enjoying life in Norway, w here their work is
sim ilar to that in Houston. Rebecca continues
h e r work with basin m odelling in mid-Norway,
and Larry interprets seism ic data in southern
Norwegian waters. D aughter Elizabeth (4) has
adjusted well to to the new location and is learn
ing to speak Norwegian. T h e Je n sen s’ second
daughter, Katherine Sallee, was b om Oct. 6,
1989.
A Ph.D. graduate student at the U of
N orth Carolina at Chapel Hill, D avid K oppenhaver is working on his dissertation, studying
literacy learning in children with cerebral palsy.
He is looking forward to presenting papers this
sum m er in Cardiff at the International Special
Education C ongress and in Stockholm at the
International Society for Augmentative and
Alternative Communication. He reports that son
David is three years old.
No longer employed as an interior design
er, Margaret S cherbel D eu tsch says that rais
ing four children has becom e h e r favorite and
full-time job. She and h e r husband, Clay, live at
612 East Dr., Sewickley, FA 15143, and would
love to h e ar from W oosterites w ho live in or may
be traveling through the area.
Best w ishes to D eborah G laefke and
T hom as W istar Gilbert ’73, who were m arried
on Oct. 19,1989. Deb has been appointed to the
board of directors of the Ohio Poetry Day Asso
ciation and has also been appointed as a judge
on the Ohio Poet of the Year comm ittee. She is
still writing poetry and literary criticism under
h e r m aiden nam e but h as sw itched to “Gilbert”
for fiction and h e r teaching. W hile Tom finishes
his M A , Deb will continue as a part-time
instructor at Cleveland State’s division of special
studies.
Edward Kay recently bought a house in
“God’s C ountry” with three-plus acres. Ed, who
is planning to m arry in May, would like to h ear
from friends. Address: 901 Croup Rd.,
Ortonville, MI 48462.

Congratulations to Bob 7 5 and B eth B al
lard Crawford, w hose son, C hristopher Long,
was b orn on Sept. 8,1989. He was welcom ed by
his brother, Jonathan (4).
Congratulations are also in order for D eb
G urney M anzano and h e r husband, Ron. T heir
second son, Vincent, was born on April 14,1989.
T he new year h a s brought news from
Sharon L eech Campton. She, too, gave birth
to a son in 1989; Je sse Ross was born on July 23.
Sharon says that she and husband Ray are
spoiled by his easy nature. She’s now w orking
part-time as associate director of C areer Ser
vices at U of California, Berkeley’s law school.
Living in the San Francisco area, the Camptons
certainly experienced the Oct. ’89 earthquake
but, fortunately, they suffered no harm to them 
selves or property.
Has anyone heard from S u san Dasher?
My (Carole’s) post card to h e r was returned
m arked “unable to forward, unknown.”
N ed Loughridge has been appointed a
vice president of the Zurich Insurance Compa
ny, U.S. Branch, and director of corporate com-

Ned Loughridge

m unications for the Z urich-A m erican Insurance
Group. Ned, who joined the com pany in 1982,
was also nam ed a vice president of Am erican
Guarantee and Liability Insurance Company. In
his new position, Ned is responsible for
Zurich-A m erican’s total com m unication activi
ties, including advertising, sales promotion, pub
lic relations, internal com m unications, graphics
and industrial television.

—
A recent painting of the Tide Racing Team
NASCAR racing car by J im G e ra rd now hangs
in the Procter and Gam ble headquarters build
ing in Cincinnati. P & G had a limited edition of
500 prints m ade, w hich were num bered and
signed by Jim , as they cam e from th e press. T he
plates were th en destroyed. An automotive artist,
Jim concentrates on selling “portraits” of
restored antique cars to private collectors. Last
year, one of his paintings was selected by the
Cleveland 500 Foundation as a poster for the
Cleveland Grand Prix auto race. Since gradua
tion from Wooster, he has been a teacher and
coach at Mayfield High School in Ohio, becom 
ing chair of the art departm ent in 1984.
P eggy A n d e rso n R a n k in and h e r h us
band, Dean, joyfully announce the arrival of
their second son, Keith William, on April 14,
1989. T h e Rankins adopted Keith, who was born
in South Korea on Dec. 14,1988. He joins broth
er David Jeffrey (3).
Sym pathy of the class is extended to the
family of S c o tt N ie m a n n , who died on Dec. 16,
1989. (See obituaries.) His wife, Cindy, whom
he m arried on Sept. 2,1989, would appreciate
hearing from his friends. Address: 522 S. Broad
way, M edina, OH 44256. Attending the funeral
service held on Dec. 19 were Cam eron Carver
M aneese 78, Keith 7 9 and Patricia (Miller ’82)
Herklotz, and M artin Stanton ’80.
Secretaries: S u s a n L u n d al, 2 4 8 5 5 Woodridge
Dr., A pt. 69 3 0 6 , F arm in g ton Hills, M I 48331;
C arole L e h m a n Valliere, 10 R a d c liff R d ., Beverb, M A 01 9 1 5 ; A lice T aylor S h u p e , 1803
Manchester, Y psilanti, M I 48198.
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D.C.’s Best
Unknown Museum
The nation’s oldest naval yard harbors
the only museum dedicated to the history of
the U.S. Navy from the Revolution to the Space
Age. Then-Chief of Naval Operations Admiral
Arleigh Burke established The Navy Museum
in 1961. The museum now has 350,000 visitors
annually and is a regular stop for many school
tours ofWashington, DC.
When Edw ard M. Furgol ’7 7 accepted
the museum’s new post of curator in Aug.,
1987, he found the museum in the midst of
transformation from an exhibit hall into a
facility using modern interpretative techniques
and emphasizing hands-on experience. With
the completion of exhibits detailing the Navy’s
role in the Revolution, wars of the early repub
lic, Spanish-American War, WW. I and Vietnam
completed, the museum staff began concentrat
ing on completing the country’s laigest exhibit
on W.W. II. In June, 1989, the Pacific section
was opened.
As curator, Ed provided the text for the
W.W. II exhibition which guides visitors
through the complex story of the Naval contri
butions to victory. Its 300 artifacts, including a

19 7 6
N eil M a rk o w rites that he is alive and
well and living in Defiance. He is president of
Universal Industrial Products, a small m anufac
turing com pany located in Pioneer. Neil has
been in touch with D w ight P ik e, an investm ent
executive with the Knights of Colum bus, who,
with his wife, lives in Connecticut.
Paul 7 4 and S h o d ie Lowe A lc o rn have
Moved to Bedford, NY, w here Paul is co-pastor of
the Bedford Presbyterian Church. T h eir chil
dren, Jason (7) and Brandon (3), are enjoying
their new hom e.
D avid E a rle y and his wife, Sarah, have
three children: Shawn (13), Rebecca (8), and
Caitlin (214). Recently, Dave m ade a career
switch from com m unity m ental health to person
nel work. T h e family lives in their Amish-built
hybrid solar hom e n ear Wooster. Address: 8453
Critchfield Rd., Shreve, OH 44676. Letters and
v'sits are welcome!
L arry and A bby W ilson K u rth are the
Proud parents of twin daughters, Erika Irene and
Dana Patricia, born July 8,1989.
Mike and L in d a R atch fo rd D u B o se
announce the birth of their son, M ichael
Stephen, on M arch 3,1989.

The Fighting Top from USF Constitution.

Corsair fighter plane, destroyer bridge facsimi
le, fiber optics map of the great Naval clash of
Leyte Gulf, and numerous photographs make
this part of “In Harm’s Way: the U.S. Navy in
World War II” an essential stopping place for
naval veterans and those interested in Ameri
can and world history.
Ed wrote the text and selected artifacts
for the Atlantic portion, which opened in Dec.,
1990. The section on the sailing Navy features
the fighting top — the platform on which
marines fought — from the U.S.S. Constitution.
To help complete the story of the Nav/s cam
paign, the museum plans to open an exhibit in
1992 on the Korean War.
The peacetime pursuits of the Navy are
highlighted in exhibits on the themes of Navi
gation, Polar Exploration, and Undersea Explo
ration. In these exhibits, which emphasize the
Navy’s contribution to national scientific
research programs, visitors find impressive arti-

Edward Furgol 7 7 stands next to P T boat section o f
W.W II exhibit.

facts: Admiral Byrd’s winter hut from Antarctica
and the deep submersible Treiste. Thoroughly
trained docents provide museum tours at a vari
ety of levels.
The main museum’s displays are aug
mented by artifacts in The Museum Annex and
Willard Park. The annex features a number of
rare submarines, including Intelligent Whale,
the Navys first submarine. The park contains
numerous naval artillery pieces, the first shipborne radar screen, and the only surviving
naval railway gun from WW. I.
Currently, Ed is developing a variety of
temporary exhibits designed for traveling. “The
Golden Age of Navy Posters,” created by Ed
and a colleague, was displayed on the battle
ship Alabama in Mobile.
Ed’s career as a museum curator devel
oped while he was in Britain. After graduating
in 1977 with honors in history, he went to
Oxford to pursue the D.Phil. in modern history.
Under the editorial hand of Dr. Gerald E.
Aylmer, a renowned historian of Stuart Britain,
Ed completed his thesis, “The Religious
Aspects of the Scottish Covenanting Armies,
1639-1651.” He then went to The U of Edin-’
buigh, where he did research and worked as a
teaching assistant for the University’s depart
ment of Scottish history.
His career as a museum curator began
amid Lancashire’s “dark, satanic mills” at the
Pendle Heritage Centre. The Scottish Historic
Buildings and Monuments Directorate recalled
him to his adopted homeland in Feb., 1984.
Over a three-year period, Ed wrote an edition of
papers on the baroque masterpiece of Duff
House and created a display for the Queen’s
Park of Holyroodhouse and a series of exhibits
on Mary Queen of Scots. During this time, he
also wrote about early modern Scottish history,
before returning to the U.S.
Ed acknowledges that Wooster also
played a role in his preparation as a museum
curator. “The training one receives in historical
techniques and analysis at the College are first
rate; without IS, the formless D.Phil. course at
Oxford would have been impossible,” he
admits. The quality of Wooster’s education, he
believes, prepared him for tackling any
eventuality.

________
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On New ^fear’s Eve, W ooster friends were
reunited at a gathering at the hom e of B ruce
K op p ert (See photo) In attendance were Chris
Garwood Keating 77, Jean n e B acon and Bob
Mintz, L ou ise H ayes (who jetted in from Saudi
Arabia), M ebnda K ram er (ask h e r about the
bank robbery), Barb and M ario Miranda,
D ou g and D ana Vandenberg M urphy, Dick
Stoltz 75, M ike and N an cy Troy W ilkinson,
M arge Forbush and M ark Waggoner. W here
were the re st of you that night? To b e placed on
future party lists, write to Koppert at 431A East
N orth St., W orthington, OH 43085.
Secretary: Mary R obertson, 3 3 Wellesley, Pleas
a n t Ridge, M I 48069.

19 7 5
Jay 15th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join us in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.
In h e r work as a hospital consultant for
K arlsberger Planning Associates, Karen Bride
K anning has traveled from coast to coast during
the last seven years, assisting hospitals in the
developm ent of new facilities. She now has taken
on another job, that of m om. She and h e r h us
band, Kevin, whom she m arried in May, 1988,
expected their first child shortly before C hrist
mas. Let u s know details of the good news,
Karen.
An update from J an ice C e m e T hom p
son . Two years ago, she and h e r husband, John,
moved to Colum bus, w here Janice is a claims
supervisor for Ohio Hospital Insurance Compa
ny. John is m anager of agency education with
Beacon Insurance Company. T h eir daughter,
A nna Marie, was b orn Dec. 28,1989, joining h e r

New Year’s Eve in Columbus, (row I, I. to r.) Nancy
Troy Wilkinson, Louise Hayes, Melinda Kramer ’76s,
Chris Garwood Keating 7 7, Dana Vandenberg M ur
phy 76. (row 2 , 1, to r.) M ark Waggoner, Marge Forbush, Jeanne Bacon 76s, Bob M intz, Doug Murphy
76. (row 3 , 1, to r.) Dick Stoltz 75, Mike Wilkinson
76, D. Domijan, Bruce Koppert 7 6, T. Wojtseck.
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brother, John (3). T h e T hom psons’ address: 588
Tim berlake Dr., Westerville, OH 43081.
A professor of paleontology, Patricia
H agelin K elley has been appointed associate
dean of the School of E ngineering Sciences at
the U of Mississippi. Recently, she received a
$100,000 grant from the National Science Foun
dation for research in h e r field of study.
B est w ishes to P au l Cope, who m arried
Alene Sirott on Oct. 7,1989. T hey reside in Haddon Heights, NJ, and Paul is technical m arket
ing coordinator for W ilmad Glass Com pany in
Buena.
R onald B oeh m , president of ABC-CLIO
Information Services, a reference publisher, lives
in the m ountains above Santa Barbara, CA, with
his wife, Marlys, and son, Kevin. He has also
founded Intellimation, an education m ultimedia
publisher. Still sailing a great deal, now in Inter
national 14s, Ron frequently sees Tom Price 7 4
and Chris Bates, who also sail 14s.
An M.D., B ru ce B o d e is director of Dia
betes Treatm ent of Atlanta (GA). He and his
wife, Janet, have two daughters.
Lin S tu der D avis w rites that she is still
living th e sam e bookish existence in Delaware,
w here she is a librarian and director of chil
dren’s services for th e Delaware County District.
To Lonnie, H om er C., Jan A , June, and m any
o ther friends, she sen d s this m essage: “You are
missed! Please write or call.” Lin lives at 22
M ontrose Ave., Delaware, OH 43015.

Friends can reach Darla H all-B arrett at
2451 Danvers Ct., Columbus, OH 43220. Darla
is an elem entary guidance counselor for the
U pper Arlington Schools, and h e r husband,
Greg, is a pediatrician. T hey have two children,
Rachel (10) and Keith (7).
In Oct., Charlie and N an cy Rentz B lak e
ly moved to the Pittsburgh, PA, area, w here
Charlie attends graduate school at D uquesne U.
In Jan., the Blakelys began serving an interim
co-pastorate at the Mt. Calvary Presbyterian
C hurch in Coraopolis. T h e Blakelys have two
daughters, Anne (9) and Caroline (6).
Bill 7 5 and Cathy D egen A n dreen have
lived in Tuscaloosa, AL, since 1983. Bill is a pro
fessor of law at the U of Alabama, and Cathy is a
com m unication specialist for the university’s
public relations office. T he A ndreens have two
daughters, Karin Elizabeth (8) and Christina
M argaret (4).
John C h isnell and Margo D aub m issed
our 15th reunion for a good reason. T h eir sec
ond son, Peter Jacob, was born on Ju n e 9, join
ing b rother Robin (314). After spending several
years in a postdoctoral research position, John
decided to m ake a big change and is now a full
tim e hom em aker and part-time potter and jackof-all-trades. M argo is an associate professor of
plant pathology at N orth Carolina State U in
Raleigh. T hey would welcome visitors.
Secretary: B ill Irvine, 2 5 1 9 K ensington A ve.,
R ichm ond, VA 23220.

Secretary: A ndrea Steenburg, 1 2 1 1 6 Green
spring Ave., Owings M ills, M D 21117.
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In May, 1989, P au l A lcorn becam e the
co-pastor of the Bedford Presbyterian C hurch in
Bedford, NY. He and his wife, Shodie (Lowe 76)
have two children, Jason (7) and Brandon (3).

R eb ecca B e ilfiiss M cM eekin and her
husband, C harles 74, are staying busy with
th eir two children, Jesse (10) and David (8), and
with their teaching jobs in Randolph, VT Rebec
ca teaches in a cooperative pre-school and is
active in the local th eater and chorus. She also
plays violin in a com m unity orchestra and, along
with h e r husband and two friends, has begun a
small m usic publishing company. And as if that
wasn’t enough, she sews clerical stoles for m inis
ters, and a hanging w hich she m ade has found a
hom e in a church in Russia. Um, Rebecca, when
do you have som e free time?
D eb b ie Sh erck is a program m er/com puter support technician with First Interstate Bank
in Portland, OR. She’d love to h ear from other
W oosterians in the area; write to h e r at 2004 SE
Harney, Portland, OR 97202.
Recently, while perform ing the dangerous
“wing-walk” routine with th e Confederate Air
Force on a barnstorm ing tour, your secretary ran
into form er classm ate Rich Lottes, who was fly
ing a W.W. I vintage Sopwith Camel and attem pt
ing to perform the “outside loop.” Rich was
probably still out on strike from his regular job
as a pilot with E astern Air Lines.
Stuart P ip er is the executive director of
the Republican Party in the state of Illinois. Pre
viously, h e served in the sam e capacity for the
state of Nevada and earlier, he served on the
Republican National Com m ittee and the Repub
lican Senatorial Com m ittee in W ashington, DC.
Richard Aubrey is vice president and
treasurer of the Pacific Bank in San Francisco,
CA, which he joined in 1986. His wife, Rhonda,
is enrolled in the nursing program at California
State U. T h e Aubreys would appreciate hearing
from W ooster friends. Address: 3613 Skyline Dr.,
Hayward, CA 94542.
Secretary: Eric F ilios, 2 1 1 7 Chesterfield A ve.,
Charlotte, N C 28205.

CLASS

19 7 2
After working four-plus m onths as wilder
ness rangers in Alaska, D avid and Nancy (Tor
rence 73) A tk in s returned to th e Chicago area
for the winter. T hey spend the w eekends enjoy
ing their two “newest toys,” m ountain bikes, in
flat Illinois. A m ore challenging bike trip is in
order, they report. T he A tkins send greetings to
their friends.
A political reporting officer at the U.S.
Consulate General in Lahore, India, L ynn A lli
s o n w rites that she is enjoying th e culture,
struggling with the language, and puzzling over
local politics.
A n n e Y oder M e ss e rs m ith lives in
Tempe, AZ, with h e r husband, Geotge, and
sons, Andrew and Matthew. Anne is serving as
president of the board of directors at son
M atthew’s cooperative preschool. Son Andrew
has played soccer for 12 years, and th e family
enjoys watching his gam es.
L ynnie B ra m le y F re d e ric k s lives in
Spencerport, NY, with h e r husband, Rich, and
children, Adam (5) and Elyse (4). She works full
tim e for N orstar T rust Com pany as a financial
analyst. Lynnie would like to keep in touch with
Wooster classm ates Tom C hristy, B u n n y
M ajor, R o b in R eid, and W ooster Little Sister,
Liz G reenough 73. Write to h e r at 123 Village
Hill Dr., Spencerport, NY 14559.
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T he past year was filled with accom plish
m ent for D avid R o u sh , director of the county
juvenile hom e in Albion, MI. He received the
C.A. Zott D istinguished Service Award from the
Michigan Juvenile Detention Association,
received a $670,000 grant to enhance juvenile
offender treatm ent program s from the W.K. Kel
logg Foundation and, if that wasn’t enough, he
received his Ph.D. from the School of Criminal
Justice at M ichigan State U. Congratulations,
David!
M ary B re h m , who earned h e r Ph.D. in
dance from the U of W isconsin, M adison, in
1988, has taught dance there and at W isconsin
State U-W hitewater. In Jan., she decided to stop
teaching and spend the w inter studying creative
dance in Tucson, AZ. After that, she says: “W ho
knows? My greatest interest has been in dance
improvisation, but I occasionally rem em ber the
movements enough actually to choreograph a
dance.” Let us know w here the dance leads you,
Mary.
In St. Paul, MN, M ic h ae l F in ley operates
his copywriting b usiness w hich specializes in
business and financial writing. He is also a
colum nist for three m agazines: C om puter User,
Corporate Report, and M innesota M onthly. He
and his wife, Rachel Frazin, have two children,
Jonathan (2) and Daniele (5).
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The Barnes family, (back
row, I. to r.) Charlie, Andy,
and Tucker, (front row, I. to
r.) Hanne and Sara (Win
kler ’67).
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IlfcOth Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join us in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.
T he nine years spent in San Diego, CA,
have been rewarding and exciting, w rites P a u l
R eeves, senior pastor of Chula Vista Presbyteri
an Church. W hile working on his M.Div. in
counseling at San Diego State U, Paul found his
IS experience at W ooster an invaluable help in
writing his papers and thesis. He would love to
see any itinerant or traveling Scots who are in
the area. Tel. 619-421-1842 or 426-2211.
P h il L a n g sd o rf is a clinical psychologist
with a private practice and also works with the
public schools. Anne (Schum acher 71) Langs
dorf is a speech pathologist, working with pre
school children. D aughter Jennifer is a fresh
man at Carleton College. T he Langsdorfs would
like to h ear from friends who are planning to be
on cam pus for alumni weekend. Address: 32
Kells Ave., Newark, DE 19711.
J a n e B eal B ru n to n and h e r husband,
Edwin, live in Bainbridge Island, WA, and would
like to hear from other alumni living in the Seat
tle area.
P eter ’67 and P eggy B ra ith w a ite J e n k s
are staff m em bers at Kodaikanal International
School in India. Peggy teaches elem entary and
m iddle school music, directs choirs, and com
poses m usicals w hich are often perform ed by
the students. Peter, who is adm issions director
and international baccalaureate coordinator, also
teaches social studies. T he Jenks have two chil
dren, Robert and Daniel.
Secretary: T rish a L ew is D avis, 11 7 E. New
E n g la n d Ave., Worthington, O H 43085.
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Secretary: W endy S m ith D illingham , 5 4 0 E lm 
wood, D earborn, M I 48124.

In Aug., P h ilip F o ster, an attorney, was
appointed to fill a vacancy in the House of Dele
gates of the M aryland General Assembly. Prior
to that h e had been serving as State’s Attorney
for Talbot County.
Secretary: J u d y S im ia n s H a in es, 3 0 0 B erk

1 9

6

8

After teaching sophom ore E nglish for
seven years, M a rth a R o b in so n M cD ow ell is
not “burned out,” yet. H er h usband, Phil, has
been director of Lewis County M ental H ealth
Services for 14 years. D aughter April graduated
from Vassar in May and now teaches in a pre
school n ear W ashington, DC. D aughter Kate is a
junior in high school and is looking into art
schools. “She recently m ade a ra th e r striking
sculpture: four faces carved out of different
kinds of cake. A girl after my own heart,” says
M artha. T he McDowells live in Lowville, NY.
For his coverage of w eather and climate,
especially the ozone hole and the greenhouse
effect, in Science magazine, R ic h a rd K enreceived a special award from the Am erican
M eteorological Society in February.
R ic h a rd Coe, who has b een teaching
English in Malaysia for three years, w rites that
he has becom e u sed to life in the tropics.
“Malaysia,” h e says, “is a beautiful country with
sandy b eaches and clear blue sky, and it h as a
wonderful variety of food, friendly people, and a
diverse culture. T his is th e Visit Malaysia year;
so if you are in th e area, please drop m e a line at
Faber Ria 6-15B, Taman Desa, 58100 Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia.”
Jo c e ly n G ra n e t L in d say , who does
astronomy research for the Voyage through the
Universe Series for Tim e-Life Books, writes: ‘Tm
seriously seeking a potion to m ake 36-hour
days, so I can better accom m odate my astrono
my work, family, free-lance writing, developing
my garden, and training my new greyhound.”
Jocelyn and h e r husband, David, have two chil
dren, H eather and Toby, and live in Silver
Spring, MD.
Secretary: G. G ary Tyack, 7718 C hancel Dr.,
Worthington, O H 43085.

19 6 7
O ne of those wonderful teachers w hom
we never appreciate until m uch later taught me,
am ong other things, two cardinal rules of corre
spondence. Never start with “I” and don’t begin
with an apology. Well, I (Sara) m anaged to

shire Dr., Rochester, N Y 14626.
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observe the first, but m ust break th e second. To
the m any of you who have opened the class
notes section only to be disappointed that once
again your information wasn’t in print to share —
please forgive me.
P erhaps a brief outline of my past year’s
doings will explain my silence. Notice that I have
a new w inter address. In Aug., 1988,1 sold my
hom e in Houston and m ade preparations to
move to Maine. Not w ithout difficulty, I finally
moved into my p resent hom e in Nov., 1989. In
the m eantim e, I participated in a two-week
Chautauqua People to People Peace Conference
in Tbilisi, Georgia, U.S.S.R., at the end of
September. A nother citizen delegate was M a r
g a re t M inor, with w hom I enjoyed getting reac
quainted.
In Jan., I flew to Tampa, FL, for a Presby
terian Health Education and Welfare Conference
and was fortunate to b e a part of th e birth of a
new P resbyterian AIDS Network, along with the
Rev. Lisa Bove ’83. In April, the Synod of the
N ortheast asked me to be one of its representa
tives to an Interfaith AIDS M inistry Conference.
A nother Synod representative was Ed Clydes
dale ’59, who has developed a valuable AIDS
m inistry in Newark, NJ.
In Maine, I continue to work, helping set
up a state-wide A D S hospice care program , and
in the Brunswick area, I help train volunteers in
an A D S support services buddy program.
A n n H ills B re e d , living in Chicago with
h e r husband and two children, M ichael (10) and
H annah (7), continues h e r work as senior
kindergarten teach er of five- and six-year-olds in
Francis W P arker School, which enrolls som e
700 students. She w rites that although she spent
only h e r junior and senior years at Wooster, it
was th e College’s liberal arts program that
shaped h e r future career. An M A T . graduate of
N orthw estern U, she rem ains dedicated to
teaching. D uring th e last 18 years, she has
taught in an inner-city school, a rural Pennsylva
nia school, a school for emotionally disturbed
children, and a parent co-operative school.
T hose of us familiar with the work of
Habitat for H um anity know w hat an unsung
labor of love that endeavor of volunteer tim e and
energy entails. So let’s h e ar it for D avid D ax
and the A bany, NY, Tim es U nion, w hich pub
lished an article in their Jan. 11,1989, issue,
detailing his work with Habitat. David is
employed by the New York State Division of
H ousing and Com munity Developm ent and is
president of th e Capitol D istrict Habitat for
Humanity. He is very excited about this work
and would like to h e ar from alum ni w ho are
involved in Habitat. David’s address: 357 M orris
St., #30, A bany, NY 12208.
C raig E tc h is o n has b een prom oted to
chair of the language division at Glenville State
College, Glenville, W V, which, h e says, “has
proved interesting to say the least. I still main
tain a full schedule of teaching in th e English
departm ent. In Dec., my first book, M a in e M an:
The Life a n d Tim es o f a D ow n E aster, will be
published by Fithian Press, Santa Barbara, CA.
Quite exciting to see a long-time project finally
com pleted.”
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B o b H a m a s, who is currently serving as
president of th e Dallas Society of Plastic Sur
geons and is in private practice, has been
involved in a program to educate the public
about th e im portance of a doctor’s credentials
and his training. T his work led to a guest
appearance on th e O prah Winfrey Show on her
Jan. 31,1989, “Everything You Wanted to Know
About Plastic Surgery” program . He writes: “I
appeared on the program with one of my cos
m etic surgery patients as well as two o ther plas
tic surgeons and their patients. It was a great
experience to m eet Oprah and field questions
from the audience on national television!”
Concerned about the ecological future of
our p lan e t th e family of S a ra W in k le r B a rn e s
is supporting responsible environm ental organi
zations, and they are trying consciously to buy
only those products that can be recycled and
use w hat they have. T hanks to the com post pile,
their garden is thriving in Mill Valley, C A In
Jan., Sara joined the Napa Group, a m anage
m ent consulting organization. W orking for them
three-fifths tim e gives h e r space for watercolors
and rug hooking. H er husband, Andy, is presi
dent of Broadacre Pacific Company, a real estate
investm ent and developm ent com pany th at he
started three years ago. T h e B arnes have three
children: Tucker, a senior at Berkeley; Charlie, a
freshm an at H um boldt State U; Hanne, a high
school senior, who will enter Sm ith College in
the fall.
“I work for the com pany that 99.5 percent
of the educated public dislikes. T hat is b ecause
.5 percent of th e people do extrem ely well on the
tests and the other 99.5 percent think they
should have done better.” So w rites S te p h e n T.
S c h re ib e r from the Educational Testing Service
(ETS) in Princeton, NJ. In Aug., 1989, he
becam e administrative director for the executive
vice president of ETS. For eight years prior to
this promotion, h e had been responsible for the
Graduate M anagem ent Admission Test (GMAT)
w hich involved testing in Nepal, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Kenya, and Thailand. Earlier, he
served as associate dean of students at the U of
Chicago and earned his M.A. and Ph.D. from
Indiana U. Stephen lives in Princeton, NJ, w here
h e hopes to retire, and spends h is spare tim e on
a 28-foot sailboat docked in the m outh of New
York Harbor. He’d love to h e ar from classm ates.
“I m issed the last reunion because of a trip to
Pakistan and Kathmandu!” Write to him at 51
S outhern Way, Princeton, NJ 08540.
Secretary: S a ra B radley, 2 3 M errim a c Place,
Cape E lizabeth, M E 0 4 1 0 7 (O ct.-M ay); P.O. Box
851, C hautauqua, N Y 1 4 7 2 2 (June-m id Oct.).
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T h e Presbyterian C hurch (U .S A ) Foun
dation has appointed F re d R o e d g e r as one of
its regional representatives. He is serving the
presbyteries and congregations in central and
eastern Florida. H e h as served pastorates in
Ohio, Indiana, and W isconsin and was an
instructor at United Theological Sem inary in
New Brighton, MN. He and his wife, Debbie
(Ward ’67), live in Ixmgwood, FL, with th eir two
children, Chris and Jenny.
Now assistant coordinator of the Skills
C enter at W ilmington College, M a rth a W ebb
M cG overn is pleased to be back in a liberal arts
environm ent. In addition to supervising the

Write Place and providing individualized instruc
tion in reading and study skills, she teaches a
beginning level English composition course and
an individualized writing course.

Fred Roedger

K a a re n H e n d e rs o n P e te rs lives in the
D etroit-A nn A b o r (MI) area and is a training
and organizational developm ent specialist with
the Detroit M edical C enter and a consultant in
outplacem ent and career planning. She has two
daughters, Jill (17) and Kellie (14).
L ee B e n d e r, who lives in Ambler, PA,
has been appointed chair of the business and
com puter science division at M ontgom ery
County Com munity College, w here he has been
teaching econom ics for 22 years. Lee w rites that
his son, Andrew (18), who suffered a broken
neck and a spinal cord injury while skiing two
years ago, is working hard on his rehabilitation.
A th o u g h this accident h as left Andrew a
quadriplegic, “his spirit is wonderful and his
attitude is very upbeat. He is doing well academ 
ically and is a senior at C hestnut Hill Academy.”
Son David (12) recently soloed with the
Philadelphia O rchestra as a m em ber of the
Philadelphia B o /s Choir. O ur b est w ishes to you
and your family, Lee.
Secretary: E liz ab e th W esth afer O ’B rien , 101
H illcrest A ve., S u m m it, N J 07901.
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Sl25th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join u s in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.
Tom W elty works as a m edical epide
m iologist for the A berdeen area Indian Health
Service (1HS) in Rapid City, SD, and his wife,
Edie, is a family physician and physician
recruiter for IHS. Tom, who has received grants
from the National Institutes of Health to study
various diseases of the Sioux Indians, writes
th at physicians are desperately n eeded to m eet
the health care needs of Am erican Indians.
Secretary: Sally M u m m a J o h n s , 4 6 2 9 M uirfie ld Dr., F ort Wayne, I N 46815.
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Jim H artley and his family have moved
to Indianapolis, IN, w here he is pastor of the St.
Andrew Presbyterian church. His wife, Ginny, is
looking for em ploym ent and is also looking for a
graduate program in parent education. T he
Hartleys have four children: Jay, a senior at
Williams College; Lynn, a sophom ore at
Millikin; Troy, a high school junior; Brett, an
eighth grader. Jim writes: “Words of wisdom,
condolence, or renewed contact may be sent to
3535 K essler Blvd., N orth Dr., Indianapolis, IN
46222. Overnight lodging provided for
stopovers.”
Jerry Taylor has joined the Am erican
Association of E quipm ent Lessors (AAEL) as

NOTES

history, and the Gulf Coast. O ther publications
include articles in professional journals and an
entry in the D ictionary o f A m erica n History. He
Itas also produced two program s on the
Am erican industrial revolution for WSRE-TV, FL,
and a docum entary for public broadcasting,
“West Florida’s Forgotten People.”
Secretary: A nn M cK enrick W ase, 4 1 2 Ivy
Church Rd., T im o n iu m , M D 21093.

Secretary: Larry Vodra, 51 H igh R idge Rd.,
Brookfield, C T 06804.
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Roger Lulow, superintendent of
W illoughby-Eastlake schools, has been nam ed
Ohio’s Superintendent of the Year by T he
Buckeye Association of School Administrators.
T he formal presentation of the award took place
at the Annual American Association of School
Administrators’ Convention in San Francisco,
CA. Congratulations, Roger.
Secretaries: David Shriver, 2 2 7 7 S tillm a n Rd.,
C leveland H ts., O H 44118; G enie H en son
Hatch, 1 3 3 7 H am pton, St. Charles, M O 63303.
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Jerry Taylor

vice president. Prior to joining AAEL, Jerry was
vice president of m arketing for National Office
Products Association.
B ill and M aty D alrym ple North have
moved to an 1850 stone house in historic Elsah,
IL, a small village on the banks of the
M ississippi River w hich is on the National
Historic Register. T h e N orths are enjoying
restoring the old house and also th eir new sta
tus and freedom , as both their children, Andrew
and Julia, are in college. M ary continues as clini
cal coordinator at the Salvation Army Hope
Center, a residence for abused and neglected
children un d er six years of age. Bill, executive
director of Care & Counseling, Inc., a pastoral
counseling center in St. Louis, is com pleting a
two-year term as president of the American
Association of Pastoral Counselors.
Secretaries: R u sse ll & Jan e Welton Yamazaki,
5 2 6 Pemberton, Grosse P ointe Park, M l 48230.
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D eborah Elwell Arfken, associate proessor in the human services management
department at the U of Tennessee, is also direcor of graduate studies at the U of Tennessee at
Chattanooga.
Congratulations to L ucius Ellsworth,
who has accepted the appointm ent as vice chanCf C?r
dean ° f Clinch Valley College of the U
0 Virginia. For the past three years, he has been
associate executive director for academ ic affairs
0 .me lennessee H igher Education Com
mission. Lucius is author or co-author of eight
°oks on early A m erican technology, the
^unerican leather industry, American econom ic

“How do you play catch-up?” asks W endel
Carey. “After m ore than 20 years of silence, the
stats: recently divorced, moved, lost both par
ents; one child, M onika, recently graduated
from college; one child, Rachel, is a junior at St.
M ary of th e Woods College; th e Tittle one’ is in
fourth grade; I am w orking as a senior sales
man, covering seven states for Cookson
Pigm ents. I always did live a ‘colorful’ life!”

W hile visiting Albuquerque, NM, your
class secretary had a long telephone conversa
tion with Sarah O lert Zimmer. I learned that
she now goes by the nam e of “Sally,” since her
daughter has taken over the nam e of “Sarah.”
Sally and h e r husband are owners of the Mirage
Professional Color Printers, a full-service print
ing company that does everything from advertis
ing b rochures to color posters to a just-complet
ed 184-page hard-cover book. Sally is very active
in the First United Presbyterian Church, where
she has recently served as clerk of the session,
and where, until recently, David Poling ’50 was
pastor. She is also a big fan of the U of New
Mexico Lobos basketball team, w hose head
coach is Scott Duncan 78.
T hings have gotten m ore hectic at the
hom e of Ann Sh ipley G aither since twin
daughters Pam and Laura graduated from
W ooster in 1989. Laura is now living at hom e
while doing post-graduate work at Indiana
U niversity-Purdue University at Fort Wayne, IN.
Pam, a supervisor at a hom e for hom eless
women and children in Chicago, visits frequent
ly. Ann works full tim e as a laboratory microscopist for the Environmental M anagem ent
Group, which specializes in asbestos abatem ent.
She analyzes building m aterials for asbestos
fibers using optical mineralogy. Ann and hus
band Jeb reside in Carmel, IN, a suburb of
Indianapolis.
B ill and Carolyn P eirce K onnert
checked in with an update of recent activities.
Bill returned to Wooster for Homecoming,
w here the 1959 Scot football team was honored
(that year’s record was 6-3), and the players
(including Bill) had a reunion. D uring Bill’s
sem ester-long sabbatical leave from Kent State
last spring, he completed a book on school
superintendency, but now he’s back in the class
room. Carolyn was prom oted to chapter service
director for the Multiple Sclerosis Society, which
serves a 15-county area in northeast Ohio. H er
hom e base is in Akron, but she travels a great
deal in connection with this new job.
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3 3 0 t h Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful
reunion! Please plan to join u s in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T h e registration
deadline is May 18.
After receiving h e r M A in counseling
and hum an developm ent last spring, JoAnn
Organ Sm ith began working as a therapist at
the Child and A dolescent Service C enter in
Canton. “It is strange, at this stage of life, to be
such a beginner at som ething, b u t Tm thorough
ly enjoying it. Ifs a great way to deal with th e
empty nest.” She and Gerry are looking forward
to seeing classm ates at the reunion.
W ith h e r husband, Warren, who served as
resident astronom er on a cruise ship in Aug.,
Sandra Sh allenb erger Young traveled to the
Greek Islands, Egypt, Israel, and Turkey. W hen
Warren lectured on the Mayan Indians for a Sun
Lines cruise, the Youngs toured th e Yucatan
Peninsula. If all goes as planned, w rites Sandra,
“I’ll be the only one in the family w ithout a
Ph.D .” Son George received his degree in oiganic chemistry, as did his wife. D aughter Laura is
working on h e r degree in microbiology and will
m arry a fellow graduate student, who is also pur
suing a degree in the sam e field, on June 16.
T he Youngs invite classm ates to stop by w hen
they are in northeastern Ohio. Address: 4683
Gardner-Barclay Rd., Farm dale, OH 44417.
Jan e E hem ann has been prom oted to
full professor in the geography and earth sci
ence departm ent at Shippensburg U, w here she
was acting chair of the departm ent for the last
year. Soon, she will be in England for three-plus
m onths on h e r first sabbatical leave to do
research on settlem ent patterns and the develop
ing tourism industry in Yorkshire.
_ T h e family of E rland and E llie E lson
H eginbotham had m uch to celebrate in 1989.
T h eir son, Eric, m arried Lise T hom as on New
Year’s Eve in M innesota, with m any friends and
relatives in attendance. T h e couple, who are
both in doctoral program s — Lise in neuro-sci
ences at Harvard and Eric in defense policy at
M .I.T — spent C hristm as with the
H eginbotham s in Potomac, MD.
Ellie, who teaches at Stone Ridge
Com munity College, passed the qualifying
exam s for h e r Ph.D. in A m erican literature at
the U of M aryland and has begun work on her
dissertation. D aughter Robin ’85 is doing well in
h e r w ork as associate director of the
Japan-A m erica Society in W ashington, DC. T he
busy H eginbotham s did m anage som e mini
vacations in 1989.
, Some things still continue, w rites Clifford
P erkins. ‘Tm still practicing dentistry after 25
years and am also still playing basketball.” He
has, however, retired from the Naval Reserve

47

CLASS
Dental Corps, after 27 years, having reached the
rank of captain. T he P erkinses are active in
W alnut C reek (CA) Presbyterian Church, w here
wife Karen is co-director of children’s m inistries.
T hey have three children: Kris w orks in the den
tal field; Kelly is in graduate school; Rob is a
senior at the U of California, Davis, w here he
plays on th e U.C. Davis tennis team that finished
third in the nation in Division II. T he Perkins
would welcome calls or visits from W ooster
friends. H om e tel. 415-944-9336; office tel.
415-932-3399.
F or h is outstanding contributions in
applying chem istry to th e study of lum inescent
m aterials and fluorescent lam p technology,
C harles C h en ot received the 1989 E ugene C.
Sullivan Award from th e C om ing Section of the
Am erican Chemical Society. C harles works for
GTE Sylvania Inc., in Towanda, FA.
Secretary: N an cy Brown Tyburski, 3 6 2 2
Croydon Dr., NW , C anton, O H 44718.
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M ike ’57 and J u n e Krejcu Carter joined
Tom and Judy Agle Ward and Barbara Sm ith
for a hike up Mt. W ashington in New
H am pshire. T h e Wards and Carters rem inisced
about th e last 30 years and concluded: “We all
look the sam e, only we are m uch wiser!”
Carol W hiteleather T hom as w rites that
she enjoys giving 33 children private woodwind
lessons in h e r hom e. Son Todd is a senior at
Grace College in Indiana, and daughter Laura is
a sophom ore at K ent State. H usband Dan ’60, a
dentist, is still playing basketball three tim es a
week.
Lee B ru ce E del is a special assistant to
Senator Tom Daschle. Having spent four term s
on the H ouse side of Congress, Lee finds it
quite different b ut exciting on the Senate side.
As a result of the reorganization of the
Henkel Company’s Am erican businesses, Roger
G arst was relocated from South Carolina to
Ohio in Decem ber. He is now with the main
Em ery Group research facilities in Cincinnati.
W rite to him at 7349 W hispering Way,
Cincinnati, OH 45241.
Congratulations to Patricia Eaton S c o tt
who won a hard-fought cam paign against an
eight-year incum bent to be elected to the
M inneapolis city council in November. H er fouryear term began in January. H er husband, Tom
’58, daughter, Catherine ’84, sons, Bob and Jim,
were all active participants in the campaign.
Secretary: G retchen Yant R ob in son , 608
Conley, A da, O H 45810.

NOTES

T here, Dolores is an assistant cultural affairs
officer at the Am erican Em bassy and is also
involved with the teaching of English.
From April through Sept., 1990, P aul
R eed er will be on a six-month sabbatical leave
at Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory in Berkeley,
CA. His wife, Rachel, and daughter, Katie, will
accompany him. Paul is a nuclear chem ist with
Battelle Pacific Northw est Laboratory, WA.
Secretaries: B ob Carter, 100 W indermere, #106,
Wayne, PA 19087; B o n n ie Acton M occio, 154
H ighland A ve., Westfield, M A 01085.
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R obert Seam an sends news of his fami
ly. Jointly appointed by the Presbyterian C hurch
(U.S.A.) and Am erican Baptists, son John ’84
and his wife, Carolyn (Budinger ’86), are now at
the Baptist Sem inary in M anagua, Nicaragua.
Son David will m arry M argo Scruggs ’86 in
August on Bell’s Island, Nova Scotia.
T he College was pleased to have W illem
Lange on cam pus in D ecem ber to help begin
the yuletide season with his reading of D ickens’
A C hristm as Carol.
Secretary: A1 Edel, 2 0 4 0 Brooks Square PL,
Falls Church, VA 22043.

19 5 6
R obert D u ke is the senior chaplain for
Airman M em orial Chapel and the Naval Air
Station M iram ar in San Diego, CA. T he M iramar
station is the hom e of TOPGUN. He and his
wife, Ann, have three sons.
Franklin Hull, a cardiologist, is busy
with his private practice, and for relaxation, he
enjoys perform ing vocal cham ber music.
M arcella Lea B ow en w rites that she and
h e r husband, John, are parents again! Son Mike,
nee Seong Moo, arrived from K orea on June 2,
1989. M ike is 11 years old.
An art teacher in the Newton Public
Schools (MA), B everly B ond D e n sle r h a s
renewed h e r interest in acting by perform ing
roles in com m unity theatre productions. H er
husband, John, teaches m anagem ent courses at
Bridgewater State College and is working on his
Ph.D. T heir daughter, Joy, is a senior at Carleton
College. T his sum m er, the D enslers had a nice
visit with B everly P arson s D ann and h e r hus
band and saw th e D anns perform in a m usical
based on the life of M ark Twain.
Secretary: Janice D ouglas Grim, 1 7 8 6 7 E.
Lincoln Way, D alton, O H 44618.

19 5 8
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H elen M cG ee W ilcox w rites that she
and h e r husband, John, are finally accepting the
em pty nest. T hey now have th e freedom to do a
good bit of traveling. Christm as day found them
snorkeling in th e Caribbean.
In July, John and D olores Farkas
Parker com pleted a four-year assignm ent in
South Africa with the A m erican Embassy, work
ing with secondary and university-level teachers
of English. After a hom e leave with consultation
and Italian language training in W ashington,
DC, they were sen t to Rome the week before
C hristm as to begin a four-year assignm ent.
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35th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful
reunion! Please plan to join us in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.
C hristm as cards brought class news,
along with anticipation and plans for our
reunion.

John '54 and Fran B auer Parker are
hoping to attend. As Fran is serving as president
of the League of Women Voters in M ichigan,
sum m er conventions and m eetings may not
allow them to travel to Wooster.
O thers hoping to com e are N e d and
H elen D avis Martin, Jack and P aula H ykes
Dowd, Jack and Syb A ustin Guiley, P eg
G ribben Holdcroft, and D ave and Sue
(Taggart ’56) Sh ield s.
George and M arilynn Roth F liotsos
spent last year as “retired Gypsies.” T heir 20foot m otorhom e carried them to Florida, Key
West, Georgia, Lake Michigan, Ontario, and
New York. T his year, they plan to see Mexico,
Yucatan, and Alaska. W hen not traveling,
M arilynn and George lead AARP w orkshops for
those over age fifty w ho want or n eed to return
to th e job m arket.
M arilyn S h ep ler N eid ich will not be
with u s in June, as h e r third son is graduating
from the U of Cincinnati at that time. She
prom ised to write a letter and send snapshots at
reunion time. At our 30th reunion, we all
enjoyed catching up with absent classm ates in
this way.
Jim and K atherine Landgraf Garland
are enjoying u rban condo living. T h ree years
ago, they sold th eir suburban hom e and moved
into a loft in an old garm ent factory in the West
Loop area of Chicago, IL. Last year, Katherine
began working in the governm ent affairs depart
m ent of the trade association for the vending
industry. As Jim is still a professor of physics at
th e U of Illinois, they both can now walk to
work.
I (Erla) am looking forward to this
reunion, since it m arks the end of my “reign” as
class secretary. Come, join us in June and find
out w hich fortunate classm ate will be elected to
fill this role.
Secretary: Erla Jean Lewis R eeves, 1 1 693
A lth ea Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15235. Tel. 412-2422322.
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Joyce R ob ison G eier is now an official
Floridian. Joyce, a professional actress and occa
sional substitute teacher, has moved to 1264
Richm ond Rd., W inter Park, FL 32789. She has
five children and nine grandchildren.
Mary M utch Todt continues to enjoy
teaching high school English, especially since
h e r husband, Bill, took early retirem ent from
one of his two jobs and now does the cooking.
Congratulations to Ward Lehr, who was
nam ed B arbershopper of the Year by the Wayne
County C hapter of SPEBSQSA. Ward, a charter
m em ber of the Wayneaires, also served as its
president in 1989. He is the owner of Lehr
Plum bing and H eating in Wooster.
B esides owning D anbury Antiques in
Suttons Bay, MI, your secretary (Dick) frequent
ly takes tour groups abroad. T h e m ost recent
one, a classical m usic tour, was to Vienna and
Budapest, at th e end of March.
Secretaries: Richard Sheppard, B ox 264,
Suttons Bay, M I 49 6 8 2 ; V ivienne Sm ith
M ason, 165 G randin Rd., A kro n , O H 44313.
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It is intriguing to see to w hat extent vari
ous classm ates attribute their current status to
chance, how m any to conscious steps taken long
ago to arrive at a pre-determ ined goal. An update
of G en e Cox’s life seem s to fall som ew here in
between. H e is able to pinpoint specific experi
ences that gave his life shape: the W estern civi
lization class in the sophom ore year that turned
him into a history major, the W.W. 1 class with
M iss D unham that was “th e highlight am ong
the courses” he took. (I, D on, still use illustra
tions from h e r class to help my students picture
the horror of that war.) He also gives specific
credit to Professor Walcott as his real mentor, “a
gentle, learned m an with w hom it was a plea
sure to work.”
Yet p art of Gene’s life has to involve being
the right person, time, and place. He prepared
him self in medieval history at Johns Hopkins
with a m entor who saw to it that his proteges
were well placed. Gene suddenly found him self
teaching at Wellesley in the field of history he
loved w here studies were, and still are,
appreciated.
Lest one think that such scholars lose
contact with the present, this year Gene was in a
hotel on W enceslas Square, Prague, on the day
the worst of the attem pts to crush dem onstra
tions occurred, luckily getting through the
Square and on the train just before the police
moved in. Also, his work on the history of
medieval Savoy has m eant annual trips to the
French Alps, and his endeavors have brought
him recognition from Wellesley by his being
m ade the first recipient of a new chair in the his
tory departm ent.
His description of life in and about
Wellesley reads like a dream m ade up by a travel
agent trying to woo an academ ician to som e
idyllic setting. He even m akes Wellesley, with
the struggle of to retain its identity as a tertiary
school for women, appear a haven, in the face of
so m any o ther schools that have lost their identi
ty in their struggle to becom e co-ed, or m eet
dem ands of som e feminists to be m ore relevant
on their term s. Having been to Wooster, Gene
was able to be a neutral “calm er of passions” as
the argum ents raged, since he could see the
benefits of both approaches.
And now that h e has his book-length
m anuscript finished and is safely back in this
country, he can return to his life of teaching and
create within his students the image of “a quiet,
learned m an with w hom it was a pleasure to
work.”
Should th e bad news com e first or last? Fll
(Nona) put it h ere — the sadness that Tania
C h irik o v M oser has experienced for the past
nine years while helping Bill deal with a rare
form of lymphoma. He died Sept. 15,1989. My
h eart lifted w hen I saw Tania’s familiar handwritm g on a C hristm as card, th en went out to h e r
and h e r children, Kathy and Paul, w hen I read
her sad news. M any of us will rem em ber Bill
from reunions as a lovely, bright m an, as well as
the happiness that seem ed to flow betw een him
and Tania. Tania’s address: 3124 Vinewood
Place, Falls Church, VA 22044.
T hose two women jabbering over yogurt
at the Atlanta airport on Jan. 16 were Marilu
Darone P eh rso n and me. That’s w hat you get
when you write on a Christm as card: “Is it possi
ble that a visit to be with a little grandchild in
1’lorida m ight include a stop in Atlanta?” T he
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card reached m e in Florida. So I called Marilu,
and we had nearly three hours to catch up on
years and years of action during a layover as I
returned to Kalispell. Marilu is a beautiful lady,
with four great kids and a grandchild on the way.
She still has that wonderful laugh and has south
ern hospitality down to perfection (except she
now serves yogurt, w hich neither one of us used
to eat!). Don continues to work for H ercules,
and Marilu is a secretary for understanding
bosses who let h e r off to go to the airport w hen
necessary.
Before I leave the South, Fll m ention
Pennie and D ick Martin’s C hristm as photo
card of th eir new hom e in Salisbury, NC. It
arrived in my mailbox in M ontana one snowless
D ecem ber day, showing their house bedecked
in snow from roof, to turret, to auto parked out
front, to mailbox, to the oak in the yard and the
trees in the back. An accom panying letter noted
that they had survived Hugo and becom e grand
parents twice (both boys) and that Dick’s office
practice was going well, all in 1989. T hey wrote:
“O ur adventure for the year was both of us being
part of a five-person crew to help a friend bring
his 37-foot sailboat to N orth Carolina from
B erm uda in July.” T he trip included 40 hours of
storm, a buzzing rem inder by the U.S. Navy that
they had inadvertently sailed into an unm arked
m issile/firing range, and a 0330 thunder and
lightning storm n ear Cape Hatteras. I don’t
know what that is, but it sounds impressive.
Dick and Pennie lived to tell about it and to
return to B erm uda over Labor Day “for a m ore
peaceful and relaxed sojourn.” T he M artins’ new
address: 413 B ethel Dr., Salisbury, NC 28144.
T he address I had noted earlier for S u e
Felty is incorrect. Try this one if your cards have
been returned: 600 21st St., Racine, W I 53403.
Sue is m arketing director for a retirem ent com 
munity, Lake Oaks at DeKoven, w hich is sched
uled to open in July. At that tim e Lake Oaks,
which is on the shores of Lake Michigan, will
have 85 one-, two-, and three-bedroom units
completed. Sue has been asked to continue as
m anager w hen it opens. She says she’s not as
good at keeping in touch as Ron was, but I sug
gest we keep h e r as an adopted alum na anyway.
Jane R ice LaRue is planning to move in
May to California. She’s looking forward to trad
ing the extrem es of Chicago’s wild w eather for
the chance of an earthquake in the vicinity of
Los Angeles — at least on a trial basis — for a
year o r so. Jane h a s b een a children’s librarian
for the W innetka Public Library but has recently
taken a refresher course in early childhood edu
cation, hoping to g et into that field in California.
She wrote proudly about h e r two sons, one a law
student in Cleveland and the other finishing a
doctorate in m usic soon as well as expecting his
first child. Happy traveling, all you who are on
the move.
Next tim e I will write about the classm ate
from an eastern state whom I surprised with a
phone call the evening this is being written. I’ll
also finish the C hristm as news. M y C hristm as
news was the trip to Florida, w here you all ought
to see my grandson, David. T here’s never been
such a baby! I talked with Jun ior Toth M cG hee
while I was there — she’s fine — and also with
Betty and Frank Cook, who invited m e for New
Year’s Eve but were really trying to trick m e
once again into the 11-mile weekly bike ride. I

drove over to Sanibel from Miami, but by throw
ing ourselves into celebrating New Year’s Eve
and Day, we all m anaged to m iss the bike ride. It
was a m em orable way to start the 1990s. M ore
next time.
Secretaries: N on a W illiston Taylor, 3 0 0 3
R ufenach L ane, Kalispell, M T 5 9 9 0 1 ; D onald
Orr, 1 3 4 6 0 M arlette Dr., L a M ira d a , CA 90638.
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R ob ert and D oris (Danielson ’53) Ferree
live in Grizzly Flats, CA. Retired from General
Electric, Bob is now director of a small water
utility. T hey have th ree children and two grand
children and like to tour th e W est C oast often.
W orking for an engineering firm th at han
dles military contracts, Jim P rior gets to visit
E urope three o r four tim es a year. H om e base
for Jim and his wife, Tina, is Sanford, FL. T hey
have two grown children.
Jay S ch reck en d gu st and his wife, Ruth,
live in an 1803 landm ark house th at they
restored in Victor, NY. T hey have two children
and one grandchild. Jay, a sem i-retired physicist,
has his pilots license and has “cam paigned with
Porsche—Lotus (we’ll have to ch eck with him to
see w hat that m eans, b u t it sounds exciting),
and m aintains an interest in astronomy.
Ralph and N an cy R ow ley Shattuck are
in Peoria, AZ. Ralph says he is “retired," b u t h e
is in the antique firearm s business, travels,
w rites for gun m agazines, and is w riting a book.
Nancy, he says, has becom e a golf pro —
almost.
Joyce and D ave P alm er live in Sun City
Center, FL, in November-April and at Palm er
Point on Fourth Lake in the Adirondacks in
May-October. T h eir two children are now adults,
and the Palm ers continue to do volunteer w ork,'
sail, swim, and go RV touring.
E d A m o s’ first grandchild, Ashley, was
born on Jan. 18. Ed plans to have his son, Larry,
the new father, take over the business in the
near future, and Ed will w ork for him.
Edward M oorhead, professor of chem i
cal and electrochem ical engineering at th e U of
Kentucky, has done a lot of publishing. He and
his wife, H arriet, have two children and one
grandson.
T his sum m er, B o b A ckerly will retire as
professor of education at San Diego State U He
and his wife, Lin (Loucks ’54), look forward to
having the tim e to do m ore traveling. In 1989
they visited various cities in th e U.S.S.R. a n d ’
spent a m onth on Maui.
Secretaries: Jean n e M ilanette M erlanti, 2 1 2 8
G reenview Dr., A n n Arbor, M I 48 1 0 3 ; Warren
M. Swager, Jr., 1 1 2 B ie le r L a n e, S h erid a n , M T
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As I (Roy) knock this out on my trusty
IBM for WoosteS s spring issue, it is Jan. 25 and a
cold arctic blast is slam m ing off the surface of
la k e Erie, piling up the waves and pounding the
cliff just 50 feet outside our living room north
balcony sliding door, though we are safely up
three stories in a 17-story high-rise condo.
Hardly likely to turn one’s thoughts to spring!
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W hat it does rem ind m e of, though, is
Christm as. W hat a pleasant surprise Pat and I
experienced while having Yule dinner with P afs
93-year-old m other in the dining hall of
W ooster’s West View M anor Retirem ent Center,
w here h e r m om now resides. Part way through
the midday repast, we looked up to see w hat the
slight com m otion was a few feet from us as the
staff m em bers hastily set up an extra table for a
family of five.
I noticed the m ostly bald, white haired
(on fringe) and salt and pepper-bearded bespec
tacled gentlem an leading the group, then
resum ed my eating. About 15 or 20 m inutes
later, the m an suddenly shouted, “Roy! Roy
Adams!” Startled, I looked up again. And w hat to
my wondering eyes should appear b ut a Voelkel
nam ed Bill, disguised by h is hair flack on top
and excess on face). A big em brace followed.
I don’t think I had seen Bill since he
served an inner city Protestant parish church in
Cleveland during the mid-1960s. My wife hadn’t
seen him since h e attended our Lakewood wed
ding reception in April, 1966. Bill’s mother,
M ercy Townsend Voelkel ’23, one of th e m ost
popular residents of West View Manor, spends
as m uch tim e as possible assisting other
residents.
Bill continues as executive m inister for
the G reater Chicago United C hurch of C hrist
(UCC) congregations. 'Vou can reach Bill and his
wife at 307 West Division, Oak Park, IL 60302.
Start thinking now about planning to
attend our big 40th reunion next year. How
about dropping your secretary a line or two
about w hat you have been up to, how you have
retired or are planning to do so, or planning
never to do so — whatever.

Knowing th e pervasive presence of the
com puter on the cam pus th ese days has m ade
m e aware of another recurring them e found
noteworthy am ong my correspondents. W hile
som e of u s can resist conversion, others have
been forced to “adapt or die” in their jobs, and a
third group have actively accepted the challenge
of m astering the com puter and taken them into
their homes!
W illie St. C lair R ila adm its to som e
struggles with h e r com puter at work (she main
tains they have a m ind of their own!), but she
has good help from C lin t who teaches com pu
ter science at Iowa Wesleyan College. G en ia
C olflesh H ilb rin k , still busy with teaching,
took a com puter class last fall. B etty “Ik e ”
E v an s A n d e rs o n w rites that getting h e r class
rankings on th e com puter will simplify the tran
sition to h e r planned retirem ent. And J in n ie
L y b arg er P a tte rs o n wrote “on h e r laptop PC”
(which also has a m ind of its own!) that she is
now at the M ethodist Theological Sem inary in
Delaware and becam e a grandm a for the first
tim e in ’89.
I sadly relay the information that two
classm ates have lost their spouses. We grieved
with M ary L o u L o u ch S a h lstro m w hose h us
band, Howard, died on a hunting trip in
November. He had been enjoying an active
retirem ent and the arrival of th eir first grand
child.
A long letter w hich put m e back in touch
with M im M yers E n g lish inform ed m e that
Ralph had died in 1985. H er daughter, Katie ’85,
is teaching at a boys’ school in M aryland. H er
other daughter, Jenny, is at hom e, while attend
ing the U of Akron. Mim keeps busy with a
variety of volunteer jobs.

Secretary: R oy W. A d a m s, S u ite 308, Waterford
C o n d o m inium , 1 2 5 0 0 E dgew ater Dr., Lakewood,
O H 44107.

Secretaries: R u th a n n e C o o p e r Love, 2 0 1 7
Sm okey H ollow Dr., E dm ond, O K 73013; J a n ic e
W ilso n G eorge, 4 5 Farew ay Dr., Northfield,
M N 55057
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40th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join u s in W ooster for a
m em orable weekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.
Christm as greetings from several class
m ates indicate they are planning to return for
our 40th reunion. My (Jay’s) trip to our 35th
was my first reunion in m any years, and it
inspired m e to plan for #40.
W hile news from som e classm ates brings
tales of looking for retirem ent places and small
e r hom es, N a n cy H e rb s t S e c h re s t reports that
their year, which had been full of travel to visit
family, culm inated in a fall of m ajor renovation of
kitchen and bathroom s, completion of which
was hurrying alongside preparations for the
arrival of nine family m em bers for C hristm as
celebrations.
A nother tale of happy confusion cam e
from D ave and P a t H aw k Clyde, who were
adding to th eir hom e to increase its entertaining
potential and preparing for the D ecem ber wed
ding of their son, Paul.
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After 42 years as a church musician,
R o b e rt F ra z ie r retired in Feb., 1990. He served
as organist and director of choirs in Presbyterian
churches in Chicago, IL, Bartlesville, OK,
Pittsburgh, PA and m ost recently, in Southern
Pines, NC. Currently, he is the interim oiganist
at his hom e church, Second Presbyterian
Church, in Portsm outh. His son, M ark ’81, will
assum e the position of organist at the
Portsm outh church w hen he receives h is M.A.
in organ from the U of Iowa in April.
We are happy to h e ar that B o b b ie
H u e ttic h D a u g h e rty is on the m end after
enduring surgery and chem otherapy for colon
cancer last year. She is back at work as executive
secretary for the Soil Conservation Service in
Dayton and is taking courses at Sinclair
Com munity College. In the fall, she took a longawaited vacation to England and also was the
MC for Stage 4 at the Cadiz International
Festival for the 10th year. D uring 1989, Bobbie
saw E velynn C h e a d le T h o m a s several tim es
w hen Evelynn cam e to Dayton to visit h er
daughter and family (Charles and Carole
Greenwald ’74s). On New Year’s day, all enjoyed
a get-together at the hom e of B e tsy J o n e s
H ayba, who moved to the Dayton area last year.
After living in Chicago for 14 years,
R ic h a rd P o e th ig moved to Buffalo, NY, in 1986,

w here he serves as an interim minister. His wife,
Eunice, is an executive presbyter. T heir
youngest daughter, Erika, is a m em ber of
W ooster’s class of 1993.
Widowed in 1981, R u th C haffin Sage
L ain g wrote that she m arried Stanley Laing in
Dec., 1986, and they are enjoying living in the
Seattle, WA, area.
Secretary: Lloyd V andersall, 1448 S. K ohler
Rd., O rrville, O H 44667.
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T his C hristm as did not bring a lot of class
news; so we are going to tell you a g host story.
Why? Well, G e rry R ice B u rd e n h a s m ade the
big tim e news on TV and in the N ew York Times.
She has issued a library card to a ghost!
T he Bem ardsville (NJ) library is said to
be the hom e of ghost Phyllis Parker, daughter of
Capt. John Parker, who owned that building
w hen it was the Vealtown Tavern. H er lover, Dr.
Byram, was convicted of spying for Britain in the
Revolution and was hanged. Capt. P arker tried
to shield h e r by having Byram’s coffin brought
into the tavern late at night; however, Phyllis dis
covered his body and began to scream and
scream . W hat happened to Phyllis is not known,
hut several people have reported seeing h e r in
various areas of the library. Library director
Gerry Burden says a staff m em ber has seen
Phyllis, and a psychic has heard dishes rattling.
G erry was interviewed on “Inside Edition,” a
New York TV show. She also was quoted in the
N ew York T im es feature story that the ghost has
yet to use the library card, #1776. Keep u s
posted, Gerry.
H a rry and Alyce S c h e ife le have moved
to 12249 Fairway Pointe Row, San Diego, CA
92128. H arry says h e has found the perfect
climate for retirem ent.
B o b Taylor, vice president and vice chair
of Sm oke/F ire Risk M anagem ent, Inc. of
W arrenton, VA, has been elected president of the
Shaker Historical Society, in Shaker Heights,
w here he lives. T hrough his extensive research
on the causes of fire and m ethods of control,
Bob has been directly involved in fire research
with m any organizations, including the National
Bureau of Standards, Ohio State U, the Federal
Aviation Agency, the National Research Council
of Canada, and W orcester Polytechnic Institute.
D uring his 30 years with Republic Steel,
he was active in industrial mill, m arine, and min
ing fire and safety work. Since his retirem ent
from the com pany in 1983, Bob has continued to
be involved in fire and explosion research, stud
ies, and education. B esides lecturing at universi
ties and professional sem inars throughout
N orth America, h e has w ritten m any articles for
professional journals. He has helped produce
TV program s, including a docum entary for ABC
in Cleveland, “Down the Hall from D eath,” and
was an advisor for the film The Towering Inferno.
A class secretary finds it a challenge to
dig up news from long lost college friends. If you
receive a letter from one of us, please respond. I
(Janie) sent out a num ber of letters to “lost”
friends and was delighted to receive several
replies. (I am still waiting for more!) E ile e n
“ L in d y ” W ise C ro n e y responded with news.
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She and h e r husband, who recently
retired from the agronomy departm ent at Cor
nell U, have three daughters. Lindy said she was
an “at h om e” m om and kept busy with Rotary
exchange students and 20 years of scouting.
Like m ost classm ates, she is now busy traveling
and will be seeing Skip (Ella) P ierson P ow 
ers at a class reunion.
In the fall, M artha W iggins toured New
Zealand and Australia. T he highlight of the New
Zealand tour was h e r stay with a host family on
th eir kiwi fruit ranch.
Secretaries: M ary-Jane Stroh Daughn, 73
H ickok R d., N ew C an a a n , C T 06840; Larry &
D otty Dayton Piper, 3 3 9 S. M a in St., Concord,
N H 03301.
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New hom es, new additions, new direc
tions. T hese three predom inated in the letters
that have com e in since th e w inter alum ni news.
Grandchildren, too; we could write six colum ns
on those wonderful, future W oosterites, truly the
m ost am azing descendents ever spawned.
O ne of the newest is Betty G uinther
B u d d ’s first, Ryan M organ Budd, born last
October, “th e new interest in my life.” O ther
interests of Beegee’s are all those places she saw
in h e r \fear of ’89 on the road, including the
Caribbean, Greece, and W inesbuig in Ohio.
Marilyn Cordray Lilley and husband,
Vitg, took full advantage of his retirem ent from
M ichelin and h ers from a job on the church ses
sion to take a leisurely trip West last August.
Corky writes, “Old room ies never die; they just
keep on talking as m uch as they did 40-plus
years ago." She was referring to mini-reunions
with A rline M alecek G id dings of Chesterland,
Jane B olinger H am ilton of Kettering, and
Marion St. John Graham of Adams Mills, and
their spouses last fall. Speaking of “Johnny,” my
niece, Allyson Lybarger of Tempe, AZ, has got
ten acquainted with Johnny’s son, w ho’s sta
tioned there.
Dick and Linda W ells Ellsworth were
pretty m uch stay-at-homes in Westerville last
year. Excitem ent cam e from the m arriage of
daughter Pam, the graduation of son Peter from
Bowling Green in Dec., and the move from Den
ver to Colum bus of daughter Beth and h e r hus
band, Ray. T h e Ellsworths saw their church
build a m uch-needed addition, and that was
good news, too.
Mary L ew is and h e r m other were still
househunting in St. Clairsville at last report; all
other plans on hold. T hought you’d enjoy this
observation of Lewie’s: “If I’ve learned anything
this year, it’s that I know why, throughout histoty, women have not been credited with the great
achievements. Ifs because after all the tubbing
and scrubbing and nosewiping, they were just
Plumb tuckered out.”
T h anks to the location of the Presbyterian
headquarters in Louisville, KY, three of our
classm ates crossed paths last year. Ev and
M artha (Stoll ’49) Ballard, w hose w inter hom e
js in that city, had a visit with R on and Edith
B ender Seaton last Sept., w hen they were
hom e on furlough before moving to New Delhi
ln November. T hey anticipate it will be th eir last
move before retirem ent two years hence. In the
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m idst of their move, the Seatons had company
— none o ther than Bill and M ollie Brown
H opper, who were en route from Pakistan to
Louisville, w here Bill is now director of the Peo
ple in M ission sub-unit of the Global M ission
Unit and Mollie does volunteer work.
By now the Ballards should be back in
Louisville from their beloved winter hom e on
Sanibel Island, FL. They are involved in the out
reach and prayer m inistries of their church.
Am idst all the joys and heartaches in the life of
their extended family, they never fail to express
their joy in serving as Christ’s hands.
Robert John son , who retired from his
m edical practice in July, 1989, has built his
retirem ent hom e on a wooded hill in the coun
try. H e did m uch of the finishing work himself.
In his retirem ent, he is enjoying physical activity
and the lack of responsibility. He and his wife,
Kathy, have four children.
In Aug., Larry ’49 and Marge N eisw ander H oge enjoyed a cruise to Alaska with
Pete and Bunny (Cotton ’42) Bogner.
Secretary: Cornelia Lybarger N eusw anger,
3 2 1 4 1 S. Railway, Wray, CO 80758.
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At this time, health m atters m ake it nec
essary for your secretary (Bette) to resign h e r
position. She assures us that, in time, she will be
fine. W hen that day arrives, we will be happy to
have h e r be our class secretary once again.
M any thanks, Bette, for all your efforts on behalf
of the class. We send you best wishes! Address:
Bette Ewell, 9000 Indian Ridge Rd., Cincinnati,
OH 45243.
We are pleased that Joann e B en d er
R egenhardt has agreed to be our new class sec
retary. Please give h e r your support and write to
h e r at the address listed below.
Joe and N ancy Parkinson Brennan are
really into E lderhosteling — five of them from
M aine to Florida in 1989! T he m ost exciting one
was aboard a 95-foot schooner in October.
W hen Bill ’44 began “half-retirement” in
July, 1989, he and P at Workman Foxx celebrat
ed. In Aug., they spent a w eek in Italy and in
Sept., they shared a London flat with friends for
two weeks, followed by som e touring. “A sm ash
ing time!” Pat writes. They do get to Wooster
three tim es a year w hen Pat attends Trustee
m eetings, and of course, they will be on cam pus
for Bill’s 45th reunion this June.
Dick and Kay LeViseur P iersol are
enjoying retirem ent in Hudson. In May, 1988,
they celebrated their 40th w edding anniversary
by taking a trip to Tokyo, China, Hong Kong,
Bangkok, Singapore, and Hawaii. T he trip was a
gift from their son, David, and his wife. An even
greater gift, writes Kay, was the birth of their
first grandchild, Kirk Andrew Piersol, on Jan. 3,
1989.
T h e class extends sympathy to the family
of E leanor Wolford B levins, who died on Oct.
1,1989, after a long battle against cancer.
Secretary: Joann e B ender Regenhardt, 2 2 8 9
Via M unera, L a Jolla, CA 92037.
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JIi45th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join u s in W ooster for a
m em orable weekend this June. T h e registration
deadline is May 18.
T h e “faithful few” cam e through again
this Christm as. From M adison, WI, Jea n n e
Swan G arnett w rites that th eir retirem ent has
not been spent rocking on the front porch,
although their new cabin in M aine does have a
porch conducive to relaxing. Two new grandchil
dren were added to the G arnett family in 1989,
m aking a b akers’ dozen. Gordon’s dahlias grew
well “down east,” and Jeanne collected and
pressed wild flowers of the region. T hey enjoyed
a mini-reunion with Sam and M arion R iebe
R on sh eim , Marg K ing C hapin, and Betty
S tu ck slager Towner and h e r husband. T hey
didn’t lack for conversation. Jeanne said sh e will
see us in W ooster in June. Hope she brings lots
of classm ates along.
E sth er Sw in ney F rederick and Bill
keep busy with their usual activities; M eals on
W heels and the church library. E sth er is also
secretary of W omens’ Fellowship, and Bill still
edits SPIRE, a bi-monthly newsletter, and is a
trustee. E sther spent a day at C edar Point with
three grandchildren and survived, while Bill
stayed hom e in Chagrin Falls with the dog —
the coward. T h e Fredericks, who love to travel,
drove through Big Sky country to the Canadian
Rockies in August and th en to the Niagara-onthe-Lake Shaw Festival in October. T hey are
loyal fans of the Ohio Light O pera and attended
six perform ances last season.
N ancy H elm H ueston wrote that she
and H arry have fallen in love with Tucson, w here
H arry works at th e U of Arizona. Son Fred just
received his Ph.D. from New M exico State. T ies
to the Pittsburgh area are still strong, since son
Roger m akes his hom e there. One sad note in
Nan’s news is that h e r dear father died July 15,
at the age of 100. His birthday in May was cause
for a happy celebration with a gala open house
at a near-by college with m any friends and rela
tives. Mr. Helm ’s picture was on the ‘Today”
show, and on July 18,1989, “USA Today”
announced the death that w eek of this promi
nent m an from Pittsburgh. T hey noted that he
had traced his genealogy back to the Revolution
ary War and the Mayflower compact. Nan’s new
address: Camino Real Apts., #628, 8601 E. Old
Spanish Trail, Tucson, AZ, 85710.
Nan w rites that E llen W ine is very active
in civic affairs in Evans City, PA, and J u n e Sitler
is enjoying retirem ent. We hope they will com e
to W ooster in June.
A m usic teacher, J e a n n e R oberts F legel
says she is not “vegetating.” She does P.R. work
for the Alma Sym phony (MI). H er husband,
Nyal, has retired but keeps busy with bookkeep
ing and tax work. I hope that Jeanne can m ake
changes in recital dates and be with us in June.
Ld love to see my “room ie.”
Ed 48 and Sally Lantz Gorcyca write
that they have retired again — no m ore overseas
jobs. T hey enjoy E lderhosteling and visiting
their four children, who are scattered from
Wilmington, DE, to Estes Park, CO, and from
San Antonio, TX, to St. Joseph, MO. H ere is a
special and personal invitation to the Gorcycas
to com e to W ooster in June.
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O ur class president, Jean n e Haifa McKown, and husband Curt are full of enthusiasm
for our 45th. T hey have found th at retirem ent is
a wonderful tim e to renew friendships and m ake
new o nes — som ething everyone will b e able to
do at W ooster in June. Jeanne’s family is a happy,
busy one. T h e McKowns can be very proud of
all their grandchildren. Both of Jeanne’s daugh
ters, A ndrea 7 2 and Cindy, were accepted into
th e DAR this year, thanks to that old McKown
soldier, Jam es, who was shot by an Indian dur
ing the Am erican Revolutionary War.
A lbert K ean and his wife, Beverly, cele
brated their 40th wedding anniversary in June.
A lbert is serving an interim pastorate at Dover
United Christian C hurch in Westlake.
R etirem ent on O rcas Island Cove (San
Juan Islands) is great, w rites F redericka
T hom as Kundig.
One last parting thought: our class,
though small, can generate m uch interest,
enthusiasm , and spirit if each of us m akes the
effort to spend som e part of reunion w eekend
together in Wooster. I t s not too early to think
about th e big one in 1995. We’re not getting
older; we’re getting better.
Secretaries: S am u el R on sh eim , R.D. 1, 8 7 7 3
N . M a in , D ansville, N Y 14437; Y irginia
K roehle Wengatz, 7450 West 130th S t., M iddleburg H ts., O H 44130.
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T his news is getting a little old since last
June, but I (H elen) will continue going through
the information sheets.
Dorothy Braid H ow enstine writes from
Alliance that she is a retired teacher but does
som e substituting. She also plays for hym n
sings at the local nursing hom e and enjoys h e r
11 grandchildren.
Robert and Dorothy R um bold Kendall
m ake their hom e in Martinsville, IN. T hey enjoy
their three children and seven grandchildren.
Both Bob and B etty Lacy K lem en s have
been retired for a year b ut are b usier than ever.
D uring th eir last big trip, they saw Bob and
Margaret A lsberg Scribner in California, Bill
and H elen H ibbs B ingam an in Phoenix, and
Bob ’43 and M arilynn E c cles August.
From Hyde Park, MA, Jean Flaxington
K ing sends greetings to classm ates. She and
h e r husband, Russell, are m ost active in the
com m unity and church. T hey also enjoyed a trip
to the Holy Land.
From w inter headquarters on th e Island
of Oahu, HI, Virginia Ellyson Leonard writes
that she and h e r husband, Lester, have shifted
happily into retirem ent there and in Pittsford,
NY. She does volunteer work and plays “geriatric
tennis.”
M arge Rydstrom Leonard has an avoca
tion that few have — h ot air ballooning. She
couldn’t be at our 45th reunion because the
board of trustees of the Am erican Lung Associa
tion had a “big b a sh ” planned that sam e
weekend.
A retired psychologist, Mary Love is now
doing free-lance w riting at hom e in Oakland,
MD.
Edgar and Edith B eck Stockton spend
she m onths in I^ehigh Acres, FL, and the rest of
the year in Virginia. T hey are active in Presbyte-
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rian churches in both places and enjoy visits
from th eir four children and 11 grandchildren.
I had a long p hone call from Grace Hall,
who still lives in Evanston, IL. She wanted first
hand news about the reunion. She was sorry she
couldn’t attend, since she had to be in Indepen
dence, M O, for an historical society m eeting at
that tim e. She reported that Dorothy M oore
Butts, of Berwyn, IL, has som e health
problem s.
T he class sends its sym pathy to Allen
Hatch w hose wife, Barbara W oodward Hatch,
died Sept. 6, 1989. (See obituaries, W inter 1990,
p. 62.)
Fern F ish er B orland Raff writes that
she and Charlie will celebrate th eir 5th wedding
anniversary in Ju n e and will also take a trip to
Europe that month. In Sept., they plan to take
the Q E I I to London and take a tour of Scotland
before flying hom e. W hen at hom e, this travel
ing couple enjoy th eir hobbies: Charlie, wood
working; Fern, watercolors.
D ick W est has been selected as running
m ate for Jack Kemp in the forthcom ing presi
dential campaign. John ny Sm eltz has been
elected to the U.S. Suprem e Court. B ill H aven
er has received the Nobel Prize for original
research in optometry. All right, all right! But if
you want real news instead of stuff we m ake up,
you’ll have to send us som e, especially the ’44
men. I (R uss) will b e watching my mailbox,
hopefully.
Secretaries: H elen H ibbs Bingam an, 8001 E.
Broadway, #366, M esa, A Z 852 0 8 ; R u ssell
Haley, 8 O rchard Dr., D u rh a m , N H 03824.
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Gwen P o len B arrick is happy that
daughter Julie and h e r family have moved next
door, and Julie’s two boys are in and out to liven
things up. Both Gwen and P h o e b e H ou ser
H unt wrote about the annual Septem ber mini
reunion luncheon at W ooster with eight present,
but neither m entioned who the o ther six were
this time! Phoebe wrote about two 50-year-class
reunions: h ers from W ooster High School and
that of h e r husband’s (Hu H unt ’39) from the
College.
P h il B ram ley is a retired principal from
the Tucson Public Schools. He and his wife,
Katrin, who have four children, have traveled in
E urope and Egypt, and cruised in the Caribbean
and Indonesia, as well as traveled in the U.S.
They both study French with a tutor and attend
m any classes at th e U of Arizona. T hey are also
patrons of the Sym phony Opera T heatre and the
arts. After taking a vacation for a few years from
serving on boards, Phil is back at it. At present,
h e is a trustee for the Arizona Opera Company, a
m em ber of the U of Arizona hum anities sem inar
advisory board, and a m em ber of the organ
replacem ent com m ittee at their church, St.
M ark’s Presbyterian.
Carol M cClelland P eterson wrote,
lam enting the death from cancer of h e r W ooster
roommate, Jan e P aulin. (See obituaries.) Carol
described Jane as a wonderful, loving, caring
person.
A nother person who had cancer last year
but conquered it is A lice R obbins McVettyVars. She urges us to look around for the m any
survivors, not victims, of cancer. She and hus
band Gordon still run the school we told you
about before. Alice says learning and teaching
are their constant companions. She writes elo

quently: “If there are regrets, it boils down to
having not enough time: to savor, to reflect, to
think, to write, to say thank you to all, to read, to
do for others, to g et caught up ahead of each
day’s mail and ta s k s .. . . On the other hand, per
haps a lack of tim e is positive: we are busy; we
are alive; we are happy; we are in love.”
After 45 years in southern California, Wes
and Jiny L ew is B radley were tired of fighting
the traffic, sm og, heat, and hum idit, and have
moved to W hidbey Island, 26 m iles north of
Seattle, WA, a place of peace and serenity, from
w hence they can see tall pines and snow-capped
Olympics. One of lin y 's sons lives near Portland,
so they see him and his family m ore frequently.
T hey also g et to see J i n / s W ooster room mate,
A nnette F reem an C onkle and h e r husband,
Howard, who live in Seattle. T h e first tim e Jiny
m ade it back to a W ooster reunion was for our
45th, and she looks forward to returning for our
50th. We hope you all do, too!
Secretary: Ida Sn od grass Arthurton, 4 7 3 7
T rina A ve., D el City, O K 73115.
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An update from Bessie and K enner
H aw kins reported six w eeks of fall travel via RV,
during w hich they had chance m eetings with
Woosterites. T hey plan 1990 visits in and out of
Ohio for various reunions.
Tom and Jean (Stratton ’43) P erk in s
reported the busiest years since Tom’s retire
ment. T h e high point included extensive tours of
France and th en Tom’s g uest tour on th e USS
R anger aircraft carrier. Both were considered a
once-in-a-lifetime experience.
John H ealey retired in July, 1989, after
40 years in the Presbyterian ministry. He and
Kay have moved closer to th eir children and
grandchildren at 106 South Welch St., Waynesville, NC 28786. T hey plan to attend our 50th
reunion but hope to visit W ooster before then.
John reported an enjoyable visit with B ob and
Barbara Crothers Cope.
Ruth Franks Clark and h e r husband
celebrated th eir 47th wedding anniversary in
Dec., 1989. Both are retired. Ruth taught ele
m entary education for 30 years. She is active in
church activities and has children living in the
W ooster area. Ruth was pleased to receive and
respond to the class card inquiries which were
sent by the College.
Jim and Mary B on sall M ikkelsen
reported a very full and busy 1989. T h e College
response card was filled with itinerary from
coast to coast by RV and the m eeting of m any
W oosterites. In addition to m aking family visits,
their m any service activities included class
reunion com m ittee m eetings. Jim m ade a trip to
Haiti to m ake plans for the IV Laboratory at
Saint Croix Hospital. T h e very significant part of
their report was: “We are both in excellent
health and still in love.”
Congratulations to M aiy Lou Chalfant,
who was elected president of the Friends of the
Library at W ooster in June.
Marj O wen w rites th at she took h e r
“usual Labor Day sojourn to the annual Welsh
National Gymanfa Ganu, this tim e in Pitts
burgh.” Marj, w hat is th e Gymanfa Ganu?
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Please give us som e details! Marj intends to get
back to h e r genealogy projects during 1990.
We were sorry to learn that P eg Stevens
H o ell’s husband, Ed, died last fall during
surgery for a ruptured aorta. T h e class extends
its deepest sym pathy to you, Peg.
It was good to h ear from S u e Burkhardt
Singleton. Sue has done som e traveling, includ
ing a trip to New York to see som e shows and do
a little shopping. In Jan., she planned to go to
Phoenix to see h e r two sisters. T h en Sue and
sister Virginia ’32 were going to an Elderhostel
in Apache Junction, AZ. E arlier in the sum m er,
Sue and som e friends enjoyed an Elderhostel at
Boone, NC.
A welcome surprise letter cam e from
Ruth H ilem an. Recently, she m et Mary
O sborn W eber for lunch at th e W ooster Inn —
Ruth driving in from th e Cleveland area, M ary
from Pittsburgh. Ruth has enjoyed attending
E lderhostels. H er regular activities include vol
unteering at the Lakewood Christian Service
C enter and involvement in church activities. She
also enjoys exercising in the pool. That’s great,
Ruth! I (Ruthmary) also enjoy regular swim
m ing and aquasize with a group each weekday
m orning at 7:30 a.m.!
Dorothy R ob in s Mowry w rites that h us
band David ’38 “is happily retired and studying
navigation and helping with boating education in
the area.” Robbie goes into W ashington, D.C.
about once a week in connection with th e vari
ous boards she’s involved with: th e U.N., USIA
Alumni project on oral history, and the new Pub
lic Diplomacy Foundation.
Robbie, the beautiful “snowscape” photo
of your hom e in St. M ichaels, MD, m ade a love
ly C hristm as card! And the inscription that
accom panied it was delightful and m ost inviting:
“Sei Han So, on Long Haul Creek off the Miles
River, is now o ur full-time hom e. We invite you to
com e by land or w ater and share our enjoym ent
of M aryland Eastern Shore living. Let u s know
w hen you are in the C hesapeake Bay area
(301-745-2077).”
I enjoyed reading the chatty C hristm as
letter sent by H arry ’43 and D on na D oerr
Eicher. They really enjoy th eir six grandchil
dren, who live in the area. T h e E ichers enjoyed
visiting friends and relatives in various parts of
the U.S., as well as taking a raft trip on the
Am erican River and th en spending several days
in Yosemite Park. D onna is still involved in their
local coalition of churches, working to m eet the
m any needs of th e community. She says: “We
have a job bank, teach English as a Second Lan
guage and adult literacy, and act as a resource
for those who need help that we cannot supply.
O ur resale shop and our churches m ake the
money, and there are hundreds of im portant
ways to spend it.” D onna also told about h e r fall
garden — h e r first successful one. They’ve been
enjoying their crop of beans, lettuce, tomatoes,
and onions!
It was good to h ear from D ick Crandell.
He has retired as an accountant and is now sell
ing N orthw estern National Life Insurance in Sylvania. Four of the C randells’ five children live in
the area. Dick enjoys playing golf, tennis, bridge,
and gin. H e also said: “We have had a lot of fun
traveling in the state of Ohio and contacting old
W ooster friends. We’ve seen John Sm eltz ’44, Jay
I-ehman ’43, Bob Irvin ’43, Denny Kuhn '44,
M arge K atherm an, John and Carol Scott Stranahan ’43s. We have also exchanged letters with
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B ob and Marge W iley P rentice in San Anto
nio, and M ike Horvath ’44, also in Texas.” T hank
you, Dick, for returning your post card.
Ilene Sm ith K earns has had an active
year w hich included an Elderhostel at Concor
dia College in Chicago, a Caribbean cruise, h e r
daughter Gail’s wedding, and som e m inor
surgery. Last sum m er, she took an Amtrak jour
ney to southern California, w here she stayed for
two weeks with h e r aunt’s friend in Lake San
M arcos. D uring this time, they drove to Pacific
Palisades to see B eck y H ostetter T hom e. Ear
lier in the summer, Ilene m ade a trip to Pitts
burgh with h e r sister, Evelyn, and h e r husband.
They did som e family research in Ohio en route.
W hile in th e Pittsburgh area, Ilene visited with
Mary O sb o m W eber for a few days and experi
enced th e new am bience of Pittsburgh. Ilene
also saw Dick and Mart M cCreight Rowand.
Ilene, have you resum ed your writing yet? Hope
so!
A holiday letter from Char Conrad D ob 
so n told of several get-togethers with Wooster
friends: Dick and M art M cCreight Rowand and
John and M arcia Logee Esterly. T he Esterlys
reported seeing M arge and Bob Prentice in
Maine. C har says all is well with the Dobsons.
H usband Doug, she says, continues with his
duck carving and has really improved his
technique.

For m any years, Bob had been active in
th e international Society of Exploration Geo
physicists (SEG), serving as editor, first vice
president, and president, and publishing m any
papers. H e was elected to honorary m em bership
in 1983. After retiring, he and his wife, Elaine,
moved to E stes Park, CO, w here h e did consult
ing in exploration geophysics, continued to be
active in the SEG, and co-authored a book, Geo
physics in the A ffairs o f M a n , published by Pergam on Press in 1982.
In 1983, the Rices moved to Roswell, NM,
w here he says his principal activities were gar
dening, golfing, church work, and teaching a
sh o rt course on playing th e piano by ear.
Although the oil industry was in a depression at
th at tim e, he did teach a course in practical
physics at the oil field training cen ter of E astern
New M exico U and did som e consulting work.
After a two-year courageous bout with
cancer, Bob’s beloved wife of 48 years died in
1988. T h eir twin daughters, Judy H enderson
and Kathy Bullock, both Ph.D .s, have interesting
careers. Judy is associate professor of E nglish at
the U of Saskatchewan and is writing a twovolume work on effects of th e Renaissance on
letter-writing. Kathy, m anager of electro
chem ical research for Johnson C ontrols in
Milwaukee, is a world-recognized authority on
lead-acid batteries.

Secretaries: Ruthmary W oolf Cohen, 1339
A rella B lvd., A n n Arbor, M I 48103; Lester E.
Elliott, 1406A Old F arm R d., Cham paign, IL
61821.

Bob has “found a joyous new life through
the m arriage in F ebruary to Lucy N esbitt,
w hose beloved husband of 45 years died three
years ago. T hey had been good friends of ours
for 30 years. Bob and Lucy’s principal hom e is
in Ft. Collins, b u t they spend sum m ers on Lake
Granby near th e w estern p art of Rocky M oun
tain National Park. “Lucy’s son and daughter are
m arried and so betw een us, we have nine grand
children. We have been richly blessed in spite of
great sorrows. B est w ishes to all ’41ers.”
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It was good to have a letter from H y Tin
dall, who had a “real W ooster year” in 1989. In
Feb., he and his wife, Connie, had their annual
visit with Jim B lackw ood and Richard ’42 and
Janet (Jensen ’48) Garton. At the Tindalls’ sum 
m er hom e in Canandaigua, NY, in Aug., their
daughter, Siu Lan ’82, was m arried to M ark
Schroeter.
W hile serving on the search comm ittee
for a new pastor, Hy discovered that a fellow
com m ittee m em ber was also a W ooster gradu
ate, E dith De Roode ’62. As it turned out, their
new minister, who they think is great, is Ned
Edwards ’82. Andrew Blackwood III and his
family are also active in th eir church. He is the
son of Andrew W. and M ary Ann Neel
Blackwood ’37.
In Dec., the Tindalls drove to Westfield,
NJ, for a mini-reunion and dinner at the hom e of
Ted and Eileen (Palm er ’43) Jacob. T he Jacobs’
houseguest was Alice Neff Allardice ’43, and
also in attendance was Jim W ise, w hom Hy
hadn’t seen since 1941.
A great update cam e from B ob Rice, in
Ft. Collins, CO. After 22 years, he retired from
M arathon Oil Company in 1978, having been
m anager of the physics and m athem atics depart
m ent at th eir D enver Research C enter since
1960. T he work at the center consisted mostly of
research and technical service work in geophysi
cal exploration, borehole logging, reservoir m od
eling, plus responsibility for the laige scientific
com puter facility.

Secretary: M aiy E lizabeth John ston Ellis,
2 8 3 3 R ocky Ridge, E l Paso, T X 79904.
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MkothReunion/June-10,1990

People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join us in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T h e registration
deadline is May 18.
M any thanks to A nna Lou Craig
P le ssin g er for th e next three item s culled from
h e r C hristm as mail. B eth W est W elb ou m e and
daughter W endy spent Septem ber in Paris and
Nice, besides doing quite a bit of traveling. In
Nice they lived with a French lady while they
took classes. B eth was in California for T hanks
giving with son Woody and his wife. In Feb.,
Beth planned to go on an Elderhostel cruise in
Alaska, with classes on board the ship and, at
tim es, visits on land.
B etty L ew is C assid y took part in an
Elderhostel in July and also visited San Francis
co. Betty had C hristm as in Connecticut and
New Year s in Pittsburgh, before returning to h e r
hom e in M acon, GA.
B esides h e r regular vacation on Lake
M ichigan last sum m er, M argaret H adley visit
ed h e r sister in h e r new hom e in Florida in
October.
Jim and Jean M ayberry Rahl were in
C onnecticut for C hristm as with th eir son, Andy,
and his family. Andy was rem arried in April.
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B eatrice B row ne Wylie was on hand to
welcome h e r seventh grandchild, Lucia Jeanne
Kellerman, b om Dec. 4,1989, to daughter
Jeanie and h e r husband, Bill. Lucia, “Lucy,”
joins big sister Lydia.
Fred ’41 and Jean Sm ith George have
been in Pasadena, CA, for the last 13 years. In
1989, Fred retired from his job as a real estate
appraiser for the A m erican Appraisal Company.
Jean had a part-time job until three years ago.
She now plays golf and bridge and enjoys knit
ting and needlework.
D aughter Linda and h e r husband, Glenn,
moved from Colum bus to Clearwater, FL, in
May, 1989. G randson David, a quadriplegic
because of a junior high football injury, is on his
own with Creative Living in Colum bus and has
recently graduated from a com m unity college.
His sister, Cheryl, was m arried in October.
D aughter Judy and h e r highway patrol officer
husband, John, live in Milwaukee, WI, with their
two sons, Scott (18) and Brian (15).
In Oct., Jean and Fred took a 7,200-mile
m otor trip that com bined stops at fam ous
canyons, Mt. Rushm ore, and special cities such
as Salt Lake City and New O rleans, with visits to
family and friends in the M iddle W est Every
w here they traveled the fall foliage was at its
peak.
T h e class sends deep sym pathy to Mar
garet Kennard Joh n son , who lost h e r hus
band, Ed, on Oct. 11.
Lawrie and A licia H ail F abens had an
exciting 50th w edding anniversary trip in June.
In 1939, on their honeym oon trip to this sam e
area, they sailed to E urope and rode on trains.
T his time, they flew over and cruised “all around
the Baltic Sea,” and added Poland, Russia, and
Finland to the countries they had visited on
their earlier trip. T h e Fabenses have moved to a
larger apartm ent, this tim e with an elevator and
“a very close pool.” Address: 5260 S. Landings
Dr., 303, Fort Myers, FL, 33919.
Louis and D oris W ilson B lanchard had
two m ajor trips in 1989. T h e three-week trip to
the East included a big reunion celebrating the
125th anniversary of th e Lexington School for
th e Deaf in Q ueens, NY. D oris taught 16 years at
this school. T hey visited friends and relatives
from Boston to New York to N orth Carolina,
ending with the DEAF WAY in W ashington, DC.
T his g athering “attracted over 5,000 people from
th e U.S. and 78 countries . . . to enjoy, learn, and
share the deaf culture in theater, arts, and the
like.”
T he second trip was a new experience for
the Blanchards as they joined a group of deaf
people, plus two interpreters, for a b u s tour of
the British Isles. T h e only catch was that they
had to switch back and forth from the inter
preters to looking out of the windows at the
scenery as the tour guide talked non-stop about
the history, econom ics, and politics of each area,
while taking them mainly on back roads to get,
as Doris wrote, “the full flavor of each country.”
W hen Charity P rice M iller called me
(Katherine) recently with questions about our
reunion, she gave m e the address of one of our
“lost” classm ates, Vera Witter H odge. Vera, a
m inister’s widow for som e years, is in the Bap
tist Retirem ent H om e, 213 Richmond Hill Dr.,
Asheville, NC 22806.
Charity also reported that Alm a P ayne
had h e r o ther hip joint replaced in 1989. Know
ing Alma’s spirit, Lm sure she’ll do h e r b est to
be at o ur reunion.
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As for Charity and h e r family, the bad
news is th at h e r grandson, son of daughter
M ary w ho h a s com e to som e of our reunions,
was killed in an auto accident in Jan., 1988. T he
class sends belated sym pathy to Charity and all
h e r family. Mary, h e r veterinary specialist h us
band, and 13-year-old daughter live only eight
m iles from Charity, who is in Leetonia. T he
good news is that Charity is chipper and cheer
ful with no com m unications problem s after sur
viving three strokes, the last in 1988, and a 1987
quadruple by-pass operation with a h e art attack
during surgery. She joked about being “tough,”
and I certainly have to agree.
T h e big news for Art and Virginia
W eisen stein Correll is that they have becom e
grandparents. In Aug., 1989, son C huck 7 3 and
his wife, Carole Kolodziejski 70, adopted sisters,
Nicole Lynn (6) and C hrista Renee (3). A rt and
Ginny can enjoy th ese children frequently, as
C huck and his family live in nearby Smithville.
Son Jim now has his com puter science degree
and is in charge of a new com puter system at the
Wayne Savings and Loan in Wooster.
Once again, in 1989, the Corrells attended
an Ohio Light O pera perform ance with Bruce
and Kay Spreng M utchler and D elm ar and
M iriam Wefler Indorf.
Ginny reported that M axine Cam pbell
M cFariin keeps busy, visiting and helping her
sister, who is in a rest hom e.
T his is the last opportunity we will have to
prick the conscience of every m em ber of the
class of ’40, as we n ear our big 50th. We are
seeking two com m itm ents from you: 1) your
reservations for the special events which have
been planned for u s on that weekend and 2) a
financial gift representative of w hat W ooster has
m eant to you. For a class w hich has b een a
strong supporter of the W ooster Fund, our 50th
Anniversary Fund should be one of w hich we
can all b e proud. If you haven’t com m itted your
self, it’s not too late. T hink about it!
Secretaries: Frank Thatcher, 1325 W arwick Dr.,
L utherville, M D 210 9 3 ; K atherine O lth ouse
Davis, 2 0 8 8 R iverhill R d., Colum bus, O H
43221.
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Welcome to th e 1990s. May the com ing
years bring joy, good health, and th e acceptance
of our advancing age!
A nna Snyder D elan ey w rites from Min
eral Point, WI, w here she is m anager of Shake
Rag Alley, a resort. Sounds intriguing!
A retired nurse, W ilma Park D ickey is
also a Florida resident. She volunteers h e r time
to overseeing physicals given by a local insur
ance company.
Mary C ocks D u n sm ore did not attend
our reunion as she had planned. You were
m issed, Mary, especially by the Babcock Hall
girls. We wanted to h ear about your years in m is
sionary service in Brazil from 1946-1962. M ary
and h e r husband, N orm an, have four sons.
A retired librarian, Ruth Form an lives in
Ithaca, NY, and is an active volunteer for h e r
church m ission effort.
Ruth H ofsteter is a retired m issionary
nurse of the United C hurch Board for World
M inistries.
R ebekahm ary Hail Jordan and h e r hus
band, Richard, moved from Pennsylvania to Ft.
Myers, FL, shortly before our reunion.

Jim M cCreight w rites that h e and Hilda
will be visiting Wooster. T heir oldest grand
daughter, Jenny, is a first-year student. She is not
only a third generation W oosterian, but both h e r
parents are alumni, as well as two aunts, an
uncle, a great-aunt, and two great-uncles. Jim
says there may be m ore, but his m em ory is
slipping.
M itch (Young ’37) and I (Don) hope to be
in the sam e boat next year. O ur grandson, a
high school senior, has been accepted at
Wooster. If plans go as scheduled, he’ll be a
fourth generation W oosterian with a w hole slew
of alum ni relatives.
Rachel and E rnest B igelow , w hose
hom e base is at Ponto Lake in M innesota, travel
to Evanston, IL, Indianapolis, IN, and Cincinnati
w hen visiting children on both Rachel and
Ernie’s side. T hey renewed friendships while
traveling through Switzerland and Denm ark.
Ernie said he was privileged to give a toast at the
50th wedding anniversary of Gordy and Louise
(H arris ’38) Southard. W hile at Wooster, Ernie
and Gordy were room mates, and Ernie served as
b est m an at the Southards’ wedding.
Jim and Ruth (Thom pson ’37) Evans
have enjoyed the year traveling and renewing
friendships. T hey spent the first three m onths of
the year in Port Charlotte, FL, and th ree m onths
in Colorado, “enjoying friends, the scenery, and
the Aspen M usic Festival.” T his winter, they
planned to be in Kansas City
After attending our 50th reunion and a
Lyle family reunion in Ohio, Earl and Ruth
(Lyle ’37) R elph traveled to the British Isles late
in August. T hey enjoyed the Tattoo in Edin
burgh. Although they had been to London
before, this tim e they saw m ore of the country
side and visited Oxford and Cam bridge
Secretaries: D onald H. M ills, 1521 E. 2 2 1 st St.,
E uclid, O H 44117; Barbara M orse Leonard,
1676 26 th St., Cuyahoga Falls, O H 44223.
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A long letter from Liz Kintzing B eck
gave notice of h e r recent move to a retirem ent
village just seven m iles from Mt. Lebanon, PA,
w here she and h e r husband have lived for the
past 30 years. T hey consider this to be their last
move, freeing them from shoveling, digging, and
lifting. “It is a beautiful place near enough for
m er abodes to allow us to continue with all our
activities. We can do exactly as we please —
come, go, travel — b ut have the security of
health care should it becom e necessary.”
After Liz, Margie B ow ser R ose, and I
(Louise) graduated from Robert M orris Busi
ness School in Pittsburgh, Liz worked as secre
tary to the principal of W ilkinsburg High School.
T here she m et and m arried one of the teachers,
Charlie Beck. After Charlie’s service in the
Navy, they returned to W ilkinsburg. In 1956,
they moved to Mt. Lebanon, w here Charlie
taught until his retirem ent in 1977.
In 1968, Liz went to th e U of Pittsburgh
and got h e r M.L.S., and becam e the first librari
an for the Allegheny County Health D epart
ment, w here she set up the library. In 1979, after
eight years as librarian, she retired.
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Since retiring, th e Becks have traveled a
great deal. T hey have been to Europe, Alaska,
Hawaii, and across Canada. T he “m ost interest
ing trip was to China three years ago, where
Charlie was part of a scientific exchange — fas
cinating.” Liz’ hobby is genealogy.
T h eir three sons are scattered around the
country. T he son w ho has two daughters lives in
Pittsburgh. A nother son is a psychiatrist at
UCLA Neuropsychiatric Institute in California.
T h e youngest son lives in M elbourne, FL.
Liz writes: “O ur W ooster gang — Kay
J o n e s Zook, J ea n n e Lyle Kate, Dorothy
I-ane H eilm an and Margie B ow ser R ose —
has gotten together once a year ever since grad
uation. We used to m eet at each others’ hom es,
but this year (’89) we m et at Lake Atwood near
Canton.” Until their deaths, Mary F rances
A pperson Kayuha, Betty B ean M cC andless
and M inerva Froom H eslop , m em bers of their
crowd, m et with them .
Dorothy D on ald son C opple and I used
to m eet annually at NaCoM e, a T ennessee Pres
byterian conference center, w hen we were active
in church work at the Presbytery level. It was
gratifying to h e ar from h e r recently and catch
up on th e news. In m ore recent years, Dorothy
has been active in the Synod’s com m ittee on
Christian h igher education and institutions and
chair of Social Action for C hurch Women United
for all of Tennessee, as well as for Nashville. In
1989, she was honored by being presented the
Valiant Woman Award by the National Board of
C hurch Women United. O ther service activities
include day care for children of hom eless par
ents and Room-in-the-Inn program for the
hom eless.
Dorothy’s husband, George, has not
retired; h e sees patients six days a week and
enjoys his work m ore than ever. T hree of their
four children live in the Nashville area, and the
other lives in W ashington. George and Dorothy
recently celebrated their 44th wedding anniver
sary with a C aribbean cruise followed by a trip
to San Francisco and Hawaii.
M artha W eim er Bain, w hom I (Louise)
enjoyed spending som e tim e with w hen our son,
Doug, was at Indiana U, wrote that she and Bill
are spending th eir seventh winter in Florida,
fhey spend three-and-a-half m onths there in
their m obile hom e in Orange Manor, two miles
from Cypress Gardens. M artha reports there are
many activities at the park in which they have
becom e involved, and they have m ade m any new
friends.
M artha keeps in close touch with many
Wooster classm ates; in fact 10 of them have a
round-robin w hich circulates about twice a year.
She wrote that B ob and Fran M iller will be
spending a m onth in Florida this winter.
In Sept., the Bains attended the 40th class
reunion of the class of 1949 at Mansfield.
M artha had been their class advisor w hen she
fuught there. “M uch rem iniscing fdled the
evening and m ade m e feel younger than I am .”
In Oct., M artha attended h e r 55th high
school class reunion in Loudonville. Although
me m em bership has decreased by 28 percent,
three of their form er teachers attended. One
'vas their science teacher, Floyd M aurer ’28.
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A fall trip to New Brunswick, Nova Scotia,
and Prince Edward Island with L ois M oyer
rounded out w hat sounds like a great year for
M artha and Bill.
Secretaries: L ouise Harris Southard, 4 1 4 3
H illdale, M em phis, T N 38117; Ralph F. Carl,
108 S. A rlington St., Greencastle, I N 46135.
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Elizabeth Curry Langley, who lives in
Toronto, Canada, continues to golf and bowl.
She and h e r husband have nine grandchildren.
From h e r hom e in Bradenton, FL,
E un ice A lb om M arshall wrote that she and
h e r husband, Cliff, have traveled often in the last
few years. Eunice likes to play bridge. We hope
that h e r husband, who has been ill recently, has
recovered.
Roger and M ollie Tilock Van B olt and
their global trips were featured in a Dec. 10,
1989, article in the F lin t Journal. After R oger’s
retirem ent in 1978 as founder and director of
Sloan M useum , the Van Bolts decided to take a
trip for each of the 33 years they didn’t go on
vacation before retirem ent. Having surpassed
that goal, they now take only two trips a year.
N ancy H ezlep C oppersm ith, who
broke h e r hip in 1989, is recuperating slowly in
h e r hom e in Emporium , PA. T his caused the
C oppersm iths to change their party plans for
their 50th wedding anniversary. T he celebration
did occur with Nancy and Bob’s children giving
a dinner party for 28 in their parents’ home.
Nancy, an accom plished seam stress and knitter,
has m ade clothes for herself and family m em 
bers for m any years.
O ur 1937 Fund received a donation from
Catherine H anna in m em ory of h e r husband,
Clyde Hanna, who died on Aug. 3, 1988. T he
class thanks you, Catherine. She m entioned that
she had visited recently with Bill and Grace
Hanna A rthur ’38s.
Brown J e n k in s’ Christm as letter
brought news of his m arriage to Elizabeth
Schm idt in Aug., 1988. In Oct., they attended his
school reunion in Kuling (Lu San), China, fol
lowed by a 30-day tour of China. T heir address:
518 Bowen Dr., Raymore, MO 64083.
Ernie and Marian W ellman Jon es, who
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary in
1989, sent a C hristm as card with a photograph
of their handsom e family.
Martha Condron B en n ett wrote to
inform u s of the zip code change in h e r address:
P.O. Box 247, DeLeon Springs, FL 32130.
We have received a memorial donation to
our fund for H elen Dye Batchelder, who died
Nov. 10,1989. (See obituaries.)
Secretaries: Charlotte Fader Bodley, 6 7 2 9
Wetheridge Dr., C incinnati, O H 45230; Jam es
Scotland, 2 3 P alom ino Lane, Bedford, N H
03102.
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J o h n C u lle n E w ing’s newsy Christm as
card reported on their w anderings during 1989.
He and wife Renee m ade their usual trip to
Mayo’s in Rochester, MN, in March. In June,
they entertained their grandson, J. Doug, for a
week and treated him to a trip to the Eisenhower
M useum in Abilene, the Swedish Village in

Lindsborg, and the Osa Johnson Safari M useum
in Chanute. Early in July, the Ewings drove, with
granddaughter Alexis, to visit friends and rela
tives in W isconsin, then on to M ackinac Island
and on up around Lake Superior to T h u n d er Bay
before proceeding west to Boise to visit son Jack
and his wife, Sharon. In late Sept., they were off
to Boston, via Indianapolis, w here they visited
son Tom and his family. After Renee’s good eye
checkup in Boston, th e Ewings enjoyed a good
visit with friends on Cape Cod.
Dw ight Clinton K ennard was stirred
into action and sen t in his biographical sum m a
ry. He studied aeronautical engineering at M.I.T
un d er C harles Stark Draper, who later becam e
fam ous as the “father of inertial guidance.” After
receiving his M.S. from M .I.T, Dw ight worked
as an assistant to th e chief engineer at Kollsman
Instrum ent Company, a leading m anufacturer of
aircraft instrum ents, in Elm hurst, NY.
As a result of contacts at M.I.T., Dwight
was invited to becom e part of a new group of
engineers at W right Field (Dayton) to help
develop technology for the control of vibration in
aircraft. T he group, w hich he joined in 1939 as a
civilian engineer in the U.S. Air Corps, later was
organized as the U.S. A ir Force. D uring W.W. II,
h e was involved with “trouble shooting” on
m any com bat aircraft in the developm ent stage
at various plants in the U.S. He rem ained at
W right Field, now W right Patterson Air Force
Base, until 1962, w hen he transferred to the
NASA Space Program . In that program , he
becam e head of th e office of advanced research
and technology in the test and evaluation divi
sion at the Goddard Space Flight Center,
Greenbelt, MD.
Retiring from NASA in 1970, Dwight
accepted a teaching position at N orthw estern
M ichigan College at Traverse City, MI, w here he
taught physics, m athem atics, and engineering.
W hile there, he organized the technical institute
division and becam e the first head of th at divi
sion. Resigning that position after three years,
Dwight set up his own business in partnership
with his son, Jim, w here h e rem ains active. Cur
rently, th e com pany is setting up production of
an innovative type of crane w hich should be
ready for m arket this year.
Dwight and his wife, M artha, will cele
brate their 50th w edding anniversary in Oct.,
and have four children and four grandchildren.
T h e K ennards live in a hom e they built in 1969,
in Traverse City, overlooking West Grand Tra
verse Bay from a high hill. T hey enjoy getting
together with H oward Terbeek and his wife.
Marge, who live nearby on Long Lake. Dw ight is
looking forward to our 55th reunion and hopes
to renew m any friendships at that time.
In h e r letter, H arriet K night enclosed
photos of a W ooster mini-reunion held last fall. A
group of classm ates gathered for a picnic lunch
and a train ride at the farm of David K night ’49.
H arriet says they have been doing this for sever
al yearn and would be happy to have others join
them . David has two engines, a G eneral and a
Chesie, two cars, and a caboose. We ride the
trains around a half-mile track, through the
woods and back along th e lake.”
Jim Mattox reports th at h e had triple
bypass h eart surgery on Feb. 20 and has been
having a series of bouts with infection. We send
b est w ishes for your improvement, Jim.
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Florence and Sherm an W engerd suf
fered a m ajor tragedy with the death of their
son, Tim, on Sept. 12,1989. Tim was graduated
from th e U of Utah, Phi Beta Kappa, M agna
Cum Laude, in 1969. He was a nationally and
internationally known m odem dancer and
choreographer, who was a founding m em ber of
the Repertory D ance T heatre at th e U of Utah.
In 1973, h e joined th e M artha G raham Dance
Company, w here h e soon becam e the lead male
dancer. After nine years, h e left to go indepen
dent, form ing and guiding m odern dance
troupes in the U.S., Costa Rica, Spain, Tanzania,
and in Mexico. T im ’s m any activities included
teaching in California and appointm ent as visit
ing artist-in-residence at the U of New Mexico, a
F ulbright fellowship in Mexico, representative of
U.S.I.S. of th e State D epartm ent in Tanzania, a
tour with the Paris Opera, developm ent of the
m odem dance program in Seville, Spain, and
teaching a yearly dance w orkshop in San Diego.
M any hundreds of cards and letters of
sym pathy have arrived from all over the world.
News articles on Tim ’s untim ely death were pub
lished in the N ew York Tim es, Los A ngeles Tim es,
S a n Diego U nion, the S a n Francisco Chronicle,
and others. Two services of rem em brance were
held for Tim, one at th e First Congregational
C hurch in A lbuquerque on O c t 8, the second
one at St. M alachy Actor’s Chapel in New York
City, on Dec. 1. A m ajor Tim W engerd D ance
Scholarship Fund established at the m odem
dance departm ent, U of Utah, 304 Park Bldg.,
Salt Lake City, Utah 84112, in Tim ’s honor has
already passed the $16,000 level to fund two
scholarships annually. “And w hen the earth
shall claim your lim bs, th en shall you truly
dance.” And now h e is dancing am ong the stars!
Jim and M ildred M orris M cAllister
spent C hristm as with their son, Mike, and his
family in Tennessee and th en went on to the
B aham as with their o ther son, Jim, and his fami
ly. T hey had a fabulous trip to Africa last sum 
mer, visiting Kenya and Tanzania. T hey both are
well, living in Sedona, AZ. Bob and I (Laura)
visited them there and took a wonderful trip
through Oak Canyon and on to the Grand
Canyon.
Bill and Ruth H all Urban were in
Charleston and Savannah last spring, before the
hurricane.
M arion H en sh aw Thayer spent C hrist
m as in Idaho with family. She now lives in
Lakeland, FL.
B ill and Elaine (Steele ’37) Kieffer
are happy and well in W alnut C reek, C A In the
fall, Bill was invited back to the W ooster cam pus
to talk to new faculty about the start-up strug
gles of the IS program . T h e Kieffers’ daughter,
Lois '67, and h e r husband, a doctor, live in the
state of W ashington. Son Richard lives in
Baltimore, MD.
B ob and Lorna C adm us live in Milwau
kee, WI. Bob keeps in close contact with the
College, concerning our 50th reunion class gift
toward the renovation of M erz Hall to becom e
the hom e of the A u m n i Office. T h e College is
still in need of funds to accom plish a com plete
renovation of the building.
In Oct., at the annual m eeting of the
Rocky M ountain section of the A m erican Asso
ciation of Petroleum Geologists, Sherm an
Wengerd was awarded honorary life
m em bership in the A b u q u e rq u e Geological
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Society. In addition, th e society dedicated their
formal volume, Energy Resources, D iscovery a n d
Recovery, to Dr. Wengerd.
Secretaries: Laura C ocks Cox, 4 9 W alnut St.,
Wellsboro, PA 16901; Sherm an Wengerd, 1040
Stanford Dr., N .E ., A lbuquerque, N M 87106.
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55th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join u s in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T h e registration
deadline is May 18.
Shortly before this issue went to press, we
received the sad news that our women’s class
secretary, M arien R oedel McCain, died on
Jan. 4,1990. H er obituary will be in the Sum m er
issue. T h e class extends sym pathy to h e r chil
dren, William, Nancy, Frederic ’61, and
M arilee ’65.
F rederick J o h n son w rites that h e plans
to attend our reunion. W eather perm itting, Fred
and his daughter, Mary, have been bicycling five
m iles each m orning and evening and have
“racked up” m ore than 1800 m iles in 16 m onths.
That’s great, Fred.
“My four years at W ooster enriched my
whole person, giving m e a good running start
for a fruitful ministry in the Presbyterian
C hurch,” w rites J a m es Seam an. Retired, after
m ore th an 40 years of service, h e is still active in
the ministry. Stained glass em blem s of the
Christian faith decorate the windows of his
hom e. A1 of the 20 em blem s were crafted by
Jam es.
Gerald and M ice Coltm an Mayer wrote
that they were planning to go to South Padre
Island, TX, during February. We hope you will
m ake it to W ooster in June.
Secretaries: Jack P ancoast, 6 1 2 M allard P i,
M ooresville, N C 28115.
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T hanks to three m em bers for sending
news. Luther and Kay (Robinson ’35) B ostrom
had a wonderful trip to Australia and New
Zealand last fall. They planned the trip them 
selves. “We were just glad that we could manage
to get in such a fabulous trip at our age and
com e back unscathed.” Friends, don’t listen to
“at our age.” We’re at a wonderful age!
Grace and Joe A le n followed our 55th
reunion with a 4,811-mile trip around the north
shore of th e Great Lakes. E arlier in 1989, they
cruised the C aribbean and Amazon, going 1,000
m iles inland. T hey wrote superbly about the.
trip, giving vivid details: St. Lucia had the bum p
iest roads b ut the best rural arts and craft shops;
St. Barts is favored by billionaires; in M anaus, a
city on the Rio Negro tributary of the Amazon,
they joined a standing-room only congregation
at a Sunday m ass. Write again, Joe, ’twas a won
derful geography lesson!

C harles Magill, who was hom e recuper
ating from an operation in May, enjoyed seeing
his class friends in our reunion picture. He won
ders w hether you are exaggerating for my writ
ing benefit; surely, Chuck, you jest! Hope you’re
well now.
Greetings to everyone. Do write!
Secretary: Elizabeth Lapham W ills, 3 8 7 3 Montevista R d ., Cleveland, O H 44121.
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On Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 ,1 (Bert) visited
with E leanor B reitw ieser T hom as. Ju st a year
ago Teddy was in serious condition because of
h e art surgery. Now she is still working on recu
peration but h as m ade so m uch progress that
she alm ost m akes one believe in miracles.
Word about Catherine Lundy R ossiter
com es in a letter from h e r daughter who w rites
that Kate is m anaging to lead an independent
life with a little assistance from understanding
neighbors, h e r daughter, son-in-law, and grand
daughters. Kate continues to participate in the
church activities, including the choir, and cultur
al offerings at Purdue. A th o u g h Kate finds it dif
ficult to write letters, she enjoys hearing from
h e r friends.
Sadly, we send sincere sym pathy to Sara
M cCarrell Cam pbell, w hose husband, Don,
died Dec. 23, 1989. Over the years Don wrote
light-hearted accounts of th e joys h e and Sally
shared. In Dec., 1989, he wrote a letter of
rem arkable courage and faith, telling of the can
cer that was taking his life.
Sorrow also cam e to R eb ecca R obbins
M aus, w hose sister, M argaret Robbins M itchell
’25, died on Nov. 18,1989. Beckie was in Woos
ter, sharing with Peggy’s son and daughter the
last days with Peggy, during h e r hospitalization.
Beckie, you have our sympathy.
We send our sympathy to Jane Leslie, the
sister of Sam u el J. Currie, who died in April,
1988. Sam uel was with our class for one year.
M ildred Creighton Barry continues to
live an active life at Penney Farm s Retirem ent
Center. She serves on the town council and
engages in ceram ics, painting, and golf. This
year she again wrote the lyrics and script for the
m usical produced and perform ed by the resi
dents of Penney Farm s. In June, 1989, Mil went
on a tour to Moscow, Leningrad, the N orthern
Baltic area of Russia, and to Berlin. She was at
C heckpoint Charlie and on the west side of the
B randenberg Gate before the historic events of
the fall of 1989. In addition to all Mil’s activities,
she h a s the joy of a 2l/z year old granddaughter.
According to M arion Fitch Exter’s own
words, she has been in and out of “the body
shop” several tim es in 1989. A1 of h e r illnesses
and repairs were successfully taken care of and,
as of January 1990, she is well and happy.
Late word has com e of the death of John
H erbert Graham on Dec. 7,1987. Sincere sym
pathy is extended to his wife, Joyce, who shared
54 years with him.
J o e K. H alderm an, who was in W ooster
with our class for one year, died on Nov. 17,
1989. He lived in Wooster, w here h e was active
as a businessm an and a civic leader. To his wife,
Blanche Straub Halderm an ’34, and his family
we send sympathy.
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Although George M. M cSherry attend
ed W ooster only one year, h e renewed his ties
with the class of ’33, by attending the 50th and
55th reunions. He had an interesting part in the
developm ent of com m ercial aviation as m anager
of key airports from which world-wide flights
took place. He died on Sept. 25,1989, and is sur
vived by two daughters and one son with whom
we share sorrow at his death.
Roger W. T h om p son was with our class
for one year and then went to Ohio State, w here
he studied civil engineering. He retired in 1970
from Bendix W estinghouse Automotive Air
Brake Co., w here he worked as a designer
draftsman. O ur sym pathy goes to his widow,
Pauline Storrer Thom pson, and daughter Mary
Elizabeth.
John S. M iller died on Nov. 6, 1989, after
a long illness. John was at W ooster for one year.
We send our sym pathy to his wife and daughter.
T he “mystery ailm ent” that had plagued
R ichardson R ice for the past year was
explained in Dick’s C hristm as m essage, but
unless you have experience as a doctor or as a
patient the explanation may leave you in as
m uch mystery as before the explanation. Dick
said that a virus had been “nibbling away at the
myelin covering" of his peripheral nerves, con
centrating on the hands and feet, arm s, and
legs. He continued to seek a solution to the
problem, but on Feb. 7,1990, Dick died. O ur
sincere sym pathy goes to A gn es Carson R ice
and to all their family. (His obituary will be in
the Sum m er issue.)
A recent visit with E leanor Trunkey
M iller showed that, despite eye problem s that
prevent h e r from reading or doing any close
work, she is enjoying family and comm unity
activities and continues to live alone. Helpful
neighbors and loving children and grandchil
dren help h e r to m aintain h e r independence.
On Feb. 1, the annual dinner and m eeting
of the W ilderness C enter gave an opportunity
for a visit with G lenn Vogelgesang and his wife,
Betty. Glenn was elected to the board of trustees
of the W ilderness Center, which is dedicated to
nature education, wildlife conservation, natural
history research, and com m unity service.
Secretary: H . Alberta C olclaser, 36 1 H olm es
B lvd., Wooster, O H 44691.
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In Jan., B ill M cAfee traveled to Ohio, vis
iting in Colum bus, Lexington, and Wooster.
While in Wooster, h e attended a dinner party at
the W ooster Inn that included Libby H ainer
Prestel, Cliff and Dorothy (G alehouse ’35)
M orrison, Ann and Ford R oss. Ray and Carol
G ustafson D ix were unable to join them , as
they were on a tour of Australia and New
Zealand at the time. T h e Dixes now have a third
great-grandchild.
Bill also reported the death of P aul
G uenther on Oct. 22,1988. After leaving Woos
ter, Paul becam e a m onk and was known as Bro.
Austin (Paul) Guenther, C.S.C.
A note from B ill M iller says he is well
and active and eager to have travelers stop and
see him at the “C rossroads of the East,” near
Mercer, PA, w here 1-80 and 1-79 cross. W ho will
be the first to take him up on this?
Joe and Libby (Brown ’34) Friedm an live
in W ashington, DC, w here Joe is a lawyer. He
received his J.D. from Ohio State U. T heir
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daughter, M argaret Jane Hagedorn, is a ’62
W ooster grad, and son, Robert, is ’66.
In 1987, after h e r husband died. Gracella
M iller George moved to N orth Carolina to be
close to h e r son and his family. Two daughters
live in Michigan. Living on the conference
grounds of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church, she attends their m any activities, teach
es a Sunday school class of juniors, is secretary
of the Women of the Church, and is active in h e r
circle. She belongs to the D.A.R., likes to knit,
sew, garden, and play bridge in h e r spare time.
Gracella wears h e r Wooster sweatshirt proudly
and is always ready to inform people about the
College. She is a m em ber of a round-robin
group that h as b een corresponding for m any
years. News from that group informs u s that
Mary C rede’s husband, John, died on Oct. 9.
We send M ary our sympathy.
H elen M cQuate Em ery reported the
death of M abel Schriber, on Nov. 16,1989.
(See obituaries.)
Secretaries: Virginia A nderson Crowl, 10501
L agrim a D e Oro N .E ., Apt. 4 103, Albuquerque,
N M 87111; B ailey W hitcom b, 113 O liver PL,
H am burg, N Y 14075.

1 9 3 1*I
T hanks to Ed A m for sending your men’s
secretary the following notes. From Pittsburgh,
PA, H al Teal visited Wooster and the Arns. They
had planned to travel to Franklin to visit Sam
“Flash” Ward ’32, but Sam had gone to Florida
to avoid w inter cold weather.
Martha D inkelm an Jacobson was the
houseguest of the A rns in November. She still
lives in D unkirk and is still active. Hey, M artha,
hang in there!
Ralph B u eh ler and his wife, Flo, have
been spending too m uch tim e in hospitals these
last few years. We are happy to hear that Flo s
recent surgery was successful, and she is doing
well and recuperating at h e r son’s hom e in
Andover, MA. T he Buehlers, incidentally, have
another son who lives in New Philadelphia —
nam e of Trevor Buehler. Love that name, Trevor!
In Oct., the M ontrose, CO, duo, nam e of
G ross, “did” two ElderhostelS back to back. T he
first Elderhostel was at Kings Ranch, AZ, east of
Apache Junction up on the slope of Superstition
M ountain, and the second one was at Rio Ran
cho, NM. It was a good outing and refreshing
after a long sum m er at hom e.
I received a C hristm as tom e from
Charley M oke and his good wife, Margaret. _
T hey report a new address: 13373 Plaza Del Rio
Blvd., #5553, Peoria, AZ 85345. M argarets
health has improved greatly.
To the m en who haven’t written me, I send
this m essage: I hope you get holes in your socks
every week in 1990 and have to take off your
shoes at dinner parties.
C hristm as card news sent to m e (Kate) is
too full of calam itous physical pain to repeat
here. Som e survivors are these: Jean
M cCuskey, still moving well; Kate Shaver
W orls does som e teaching; Jeannette
Parkhurst, who doesn’t care to drive as far and
as often as she did in 1930; Cally W ilson B ow 
m an is restricting h e r activities; Martha
R eich en bach Bow m an uses a three-pronged

cane; F ern Patterson, Jinn y B o u rn s Jeffery,
and Sally Craig M oore keep enjoying College
affairs.
W hen I talked to A ngie M yers Stonesifer, in Alliance, sh e was about to accom pany
h e r son to England for a few weeks. “M ore
importantly,” she said, “I am now a counselor
with the Stephen’s Ministry, a w idespread group
in the U.S.”
T heir five-year interval family reunion
brought 23 of the Longbrake clan together in
July. B ill and P e g (Barr) traipsed all over the
U.S. during the year, despite cataract surgery for
Bill and knee replacem ent for Peg.
Sympathy of the class is extended to Har
riet Steiner Sands, w hose husband, Harry,
died Feb. 11,1990. H arriet's address: 368
Sm ithridge Park, Reno, NV 89502.
Secretaries: Trevor G ross, 1 4 9 6 7 R o llin g H ills
Dr., M ontrose, CO 814 0 1 ; K atherine Schantz,
6 1 6 S. M a in S t., Orrville, O H 44 6 6 7 .
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=ELj60th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join us in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T h e registration
deadline is May 18.
Secretaries: M alcolm Stewart, 1 0 3 8 W State
St., A pt. 5, Jacksonville, IL 62650; Gladys
Wentworth B eeler, 1715 M echanicsburg R d.,
Wooster, O H 44691.
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In response to my letter inviting news
about current activities, I (Tom) received eight
prom pt responses. Thanks! Keep the letters
coming.
Red B ou rn s says that he and Fran
(Crane ’30) are moving to a total-care complex
near w here they have lived. He advises: ‘Total
care places can’t b e picked up like m otel reserva
tions. Get your nam e in now.” Enjoy the move
Red.
Fred C hristian continues to attend m eet
ings of the Princeton Sem inary board as an
em eritus m em ber. At the Presbyterian General
Assembly m eeting in Philadelphia last June, he
and his wife, Eva, were given special recognition
for the establishm ent 30 years ago and operation
of the Christian International Gift Shop (refugee
and m ission crafts from all over the world).
Since 1960, they, with the help of countless vol
unteers, have sent o r have m ade available over
$2,000,000 to help people help them selves. For
nearly 20 years, they have sold item s at th e Gen
eral Assembly, and they are still at it.
Rog C lou se w rites that, after spending
m ost of the sum m er at th eir farm near C hau
tauqua, h e and Joan will be at their condo in Sun
City Center, FL, for four m onths. D uring the fall,
Rog was active in the volunteer work of the
senior council of retired executives.
We are sad to report that Rev. J a m es F.
D onald, who was with us at our 60th reunion,
died Oct. 8 ,1 9 8 9 .1 (Tom) have w ritten to his
wife, M arion Kneeland Donald ’27, to express
our sympathy. Address: 1216 Fifth Ave.,
Youngstown, OH 44504.
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B ill M aitland sen t his C hristm as letter,
which highlighted, with the enthusiasm of a
salesm an, his and Nadine’s Elderhosteling
adventures. In May, they attended an Elderhostel at Lake Junaluska M ethodist Assem bly near
Ashville, NC, with W estern Carolina College the
host; in July, another in Colorado Springs; in
Oct., at Abbeville, SC, with Erskine College the
host. T h e M aitlands are active in th eir M onroe
church and in their residents’ council, w here
Bill leads the exercise class three m ornings a
week, am ong other activities.
For E lbert “B ert” M oses, 1989 was
quite a year of special recognition, in addition to
the publication of his m ost recent book, A dven
tures in Reasoning. He was nam ed Volunteer of
the Year by the RSVP of northern Arizona;
received a national award from the Speech Com
m unication Association of America at San Fran
cisco; was selected to becom e a m em ber of
W ho’s W ho in the West. Bert, em eritus chair of
speech and dramatic arts at Clarion State Col
lege, is now retired and living at 2001 Rocky
Dells Dr., Prescott, AZ 86303.
Walter Sage says “hello” to classm ates
and advises: “Don’t let the doctor take advantage
of you w hen you are unconscious.” He reports
that while h e was having his “W ooster k nee”
replaced, h e had a h e art attack, according to the
doctors, and h e woke up with a pacem aker in
place. On th e other hand, h e says that the pace
m aker is still ticking and so is h e and glad of it.
Although Marvin “P ete” Verhulst
retired as secretary of the M idwestern Food Pro
cessors Association 16 years ago, h e continues
to go to th e office three or four days a w eek —
th at is, if it’s not golfing weather. He and his
wife, Sally, w ent to Venice, FL, again for six
weeks, w here they hosted visiting children and
grandchildren.
Lucille M arkley wrote to inform u s of the
death of h e r husband and our classm ate, Myron
M arkley, on Nov. 29,1989. H er address: 1487
W hiskey Creek Dr., F ort M yers, FL 33919.
Recalling our 60th reunion, Harry Garst
wrote that he g u esses that h e and his son were
the only father-son pair there th at weekend for
their 60th and 30th reunions. H arry and Lola
will celebrate their 58th wedding anniversary in
June.
Jan e W addell H endrix has dedicated
h e r life to h e r family and com m unity services.
She was blessed with four sons and two daugh
ters and still m ade tim e to be the dispatcher at a
volunteer fire departm ent for 10 years, a
recorder for the blind for seven years, and the
librarian at Beaver Ridge United M ethodist
C hurch for four years. Jane also received recog
nition for volunteer work at U.T. Hospital in can
cer research. She initiated the program , Reach
to Recovery, for m astectom y patients in
Knoxville, IN. M any plaudits to you, Jane.
Isn’t it neat that H azel W illiam s Myers
nam ed h e r first daughter Alfreda, for h e r dear
room m ate at Wooster, Alfreda Walker
Williston?
In h e r C hristm as letter, O live Floyd
expressed h e r regrets for not being able to
attend our 60th. At that time, h e r nephew was in
the hospital, critically ill. Olive was needed
there. T h e happy ending to h e r note was h is
recovery.
E ncouraging news from Charlotte Ja m e
son Mann: She is m uch better and m ore com-
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fortable now. Girls! How about a “spring shower”
of cards and notes for Charlotte? Address: P.O.
Box 127, Seville, OH 44273.
At our 60th reunion, I (Lillie) agreed to
serve one m ore year as your secretary. T his col
um n com pletes the year. I want to thank all you
ladies for the wonderful help you have given me.
\b u r m any news contributions kept our column
alive and well. And, I have thoroughly enjoyed
the past six years as your secretary. Let us all,
now, continue to support o ur next secretary.
Shalom!
Secretaries: Tom M cCullough, 1 2 5 4 0 EdgewaterD r., #706, Lakewood, O H 44107; Lillie Key
Edge, 2 2 8 W. N elson S t., M idland, M l 48640.

19 2 8
A C hristm as letter from Art and Helen
(Anderson ’29) R om ig included the news that
Art is up and walking again, after undergoing
three m ajor operations. O ur b est w ishes to you,
Art. H elen continues to receive blue ribbons for
h e r state art exhibits of Chinese-style paintings.
Write to them at 104 Camino Mafias, Santa Fe,
NM 87501.
A nother C hristm as letter cam e from Bill
and Margaret “M uggs” H elm Stam , who live
at 17 Lem m on Dr., Columbia, MO 65201. They
now have 11 grandchildren and 10 great-grand
children. A photo of one of their g randsons surf
boarding was on the cover of Im p a ct magazine.
A nother photo of him in S urfer magazine shows
him riding a big wave.
In July, 1989, th e Starns attended the Gen
eral Assem bly of the Disciples of C hrist in Indi
anapolis, IN. T hey are happy in their hom e in
Columbia and enjoy the m any activities available
there.
T hanks to Florence Painter Griffith ’27 for
sharing the following news. “P at” F lorence
M cC onnell Shup p w rites from Ft. Collins, CO,
that h e r family is scattered am ong 10 states
including Hawaii. Pat does house- and pet-sitting
and was very busy all summer. “It adds variety to
life, and I have several d ear animal friends
including one 17-year-old collie.”
In Sept., your secretary and h e r husband,
Bob, spent two weeks with an Am erican Elderhostel group in Sorrento, Italy.
It is nice to read about o ur fellow class
m ates, isn’t it? We all would enjoy reading about
w hat the rest of you are doing. Please do write.
Secretary: A lice R ick seck er Paton, 766
F airview Circle, Wooster, O H 44691.

19 2 7
Your Christm as notes are doubly welcome
since they give a lift to our Spring column.
B un ny R oper M iner and h e r daughter
continue to enjoy traveling together, this tim e
north to San Juan Island near Seattle. On the
way back, they visited with M aiy K ohr at Lacey,
WA, and passed through the beautiful forests of
the Olympic peninsula before returning to San
Diego. Later, they went to visit E m m a Skinner.
Bunny is recovering from a broken hip and is
learning to use a cane. Since h e r note was writ
ten in Nov., we trust by this spring she is back to
norm al walking.

H elen Fretz Jarrett reports that their
original round-robin of 12 has dwindled to five:
M ary Kohr, Bunny Miner, Em m a Skinner,
B eck y H am er H elm , and herself. Becky’s
daughter died this past year, and she has moved
to Australia. H elen keeps up with h e r m any pro
jects including sewing, stamps, knitting, and
family history. She adds th at she is prouder all
the tim e to be a part of the W ooster tradition. By
the way, H elen h a s a young cousin who is a
soloist with the Vienna Boys Choir.
Marjorie B urtsfield P elton had hip
surgery last October. Having returned h e r walk
er, she is now using only a cane. T he Peltons
hoped to be driving to Florida in early January.
W atching h e r grandson directing a cantata at a
Colum bus church rem inded h e r of Prof. Rowe
playing the organ and directing in the twenties.
Mary K ohr reports that they were not
affected by the Santa C ruz earthquake and feel
that moving up to W ashington was the “sm artest
thing we have ever done, especially since we are
told we are due for a m ajor quake at any tim e.”
Mary’s gardening, church, and other interests
keep h e r on the go. She h ears from G race Low
ers H ahn and refers to h e r as “m arvelous orga
nizer, wonderful with people, busy in m any
ways.”
M artha N ap ier N olan m ade several
trips this year to visit relatives in K entucky and
Palm Springs. C om m enting on the loss of so
m any of our classm ates, she adds a note of
thankfulness th at so m any of us have survived
into this 80-year span of life and are able to view
our W ooster years from this vantage point and
fully appreciate the experience.
Secretary: F loren ce P ain ter Griffith, 1 5 7 7
C leveland Rd., Wooster, O H 44691.
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Margaret W iser M cCloud, who lives in
Perrysburg, enjoys frequent visits from h e r fami
ly. She h a s two m arried children, eight grand
children, and five great-grandchildren.
We are happy to h ear that Ibby Coyle is
recovering well from back surgery in February.
In Nov., Elizabeth K im ble M ontgom ery
sold h e r hom e in Glens Falls, NY, and moved to
Sandpiper Cove, Unit 1003, 775 Gulf Shore Dr.,
Destin, FL 32541. Later, she hopes to get a
senior citizen apartm ent with total health care in
Saratoga Springs, NY, w hich will be h e r perm a
nent address, but she plans to spend th e winters
in Florida. Elizabeth still plays golf and duplicate
bridge and is in a bowling league. She usually
has one or two quilts in the m aking and displays
finished ones in quilt shows.
Edith Fuller A itken-C ade sends best
w ishes to classm ates from Springfield, \A ,
w here she enjoys being with h e r son and his
family. In 1988, she was able to visit h e r three
other children and their families in Zimbabwe
and South Africa and had a super time.
Your secretary would like to be over
w helm ed by an influx of upbeat mail relating
travel highlights, family festivities, Elderhostel
experiences, etc. How about it, classmates?
Secretary: Margaret K oester Welty, Rt. 5, Box
180, M t. P leasant, PA 15666.
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19 2 5
65th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join u s in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.
Already, we have heard from Ted C a ld 
well, in M assachusetts, M ac M cN utt, in New
Mexico, O hioans H e le n S h u m a k e r M acm il
lan, Ire n e Y oung G illesp ie, and F ra n k
L eyshon, and Californians, R u th P e rk in s
C ro p p , L u ella G o o d h a rt C otton, and E stella
G o o d h a rt King. All are hoping they can be
with us. Please keep in touch.
Y)u will be sorry to learn about the death
of P e g R o b b in s M itchell, on Nov. 18,1989.
(See obituaries.) Your secretaries attended the
impressive m em orial service at First Presbyteri
an Church. At a reception afterward, we talked
with m em bers of h e r family.
Peg and h e r husband, William Mitchell
’21, were active W ooster residents, interested in
the College, church, Scouting, gardening, and
m any o ther activities. T h eir daughter, Barbara,
lives in Delaware and Bill, Jr. in Orrville. We will
m iss Peg in June and think of the m any
reunions she attended with us.
E lizab eth H e rp e l K adyk is enjoying life
in Lees Summit, MO, and is happy to still be
able to travel to visit h e r sons and their families.
She has five great-grandchildren.
Secretaries: S a ra h P a in te r, 1 5 7 7 C leveland Rd.,
Wooster, O H 44 6 9 1 ; E d n a K ienzle C om in,
1 1 3 8 E. Wayne, Wooster, O H 44691.

19 2 4
After a lengthy search, our class has
located a new class secretary. I (G eorge) am it. I
hope you will encourage your new secretary by
sending him news of yourself or our classm ates
at the address below. T hose of you who read the
Sum m er issue of Wooster will recall that at our
65th reunion last Ju n e we were represented by
three of our classm ates: J u lie t S tro h B la n 
c h a rd , K e n n e th S hafer, and D avid S tein er. In
her report of the reunion events, Juliet conclud
ed by saying that they (our representatives) were
Proud to represent u s and thanked us for our
interest, concern, and participation in the
reunion. So now it is surely in order for the rest
of us “survivors” to thank them for their loyalty
and effort in our behalf and to tell them that we
are proud to have been represented by such a
distinguished trio.
T here being no m ore recent news of our
classmates, I will give a brief update of the
careers of our three reunion representatives.
J u lie t B la n c h a rd : Until his untim ely death in
1948, Juliet lived with h e r husband, W erner J.
“Pete,” in Dayton. Pete was head of the General
Motors propeller division there. Juliet, in addi
tion to raising their two children, engaged in a
® ultitude of volunteer activities, including leeluring, League of Women Voters, Peace Corps,
T he College of W ooster Board of Trustees, etc.
h recognition of h e r contribution to th ese activi
ties, she has received num erous awards, includ
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ing Dayton Woman of the Year, Outstanding
Woman Voter, Wooster’s Distinguished Alumni
Award.
G. K e n n e th Shafer: Ken has had an out
standing career in the Presbyterian m inistry
since graduation from McCormick Theological
Sem inary in 1927. His pastorates included the
C hurch of the Covenant in Cleveland and the
Fairm ount Presbyterian Church in Cleveland
Heights. T h e College of W ooster conferred upon
him the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity in
1961. In addition to his pastoral responsibilities,
Ken served on the board of trustees of the Ohio
Presbyterian Hom es for m any years. He was
largely responsible for the establishm ent of
Breckenridge Village in Willoughby, a senior
retirem ent center built to accomm odate 400 per
sons. One of the buildings there is nam ed in his
honor.
D avid L. S teiner: Dave graduated from
m edical school and was admitted to practice
m edicine in Ohio in 1929. He located in his
native city of Lima and practiced there for fifty
years, specializing in orthopedic surgery. In
1973, he was nam ed “Family Doctor of the Year”
by the Ohio Academy of Family Practice. He
also served as a bank director for 20 years. In
addition to his m edical and business activities,
Dave specialized in breeding and racing Standardbred horses for fifty years.
Secretary: G eorge M cC lure, 1255 South
Pasadena A ve., St. Petersburg, F L 33707.

19 2 3
For the last two years, P a u lin e Ih rig has
been living in the Smithville W estern Care Cen
ter on the north edge of Wooster, w here she has
very few responsibilities (no papers to correct)
and the freedom to go and com e as she wishes.
She enjoys going to events at the College and to
cham ber m usic series concerts at the Wayne
C enter for the Arts.
In Nov., E lizabeth R e ese F u n k took a
trip to see h e r grandchildren and two new greatgrandsons. She is a proud and happy grandma.
Secretaries: M ercy T ow nsend Voelkel, West
View M anor, 1 7 1 5 M echanicsburg Rd., Wooster,
O H 44691; G ladys F erg u so n , 541-C, W illiam s
burg Ct., Wooster, O H 44691.
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Please write.
Secretary: M ary A rnold, PO . B ox 343, C am 
bridge, O H 43725.

19 2 0
,4170th Reunion/June 7-10,1990
People are the vital ingredient in a successful

reunion! Please plan to join us in W ooster for a
m em orable w eekend this June. T he registration
deadline is May 18.

1 9
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T hanks go to Roy W Adams ’51 for the
following news. On Feb. 8, Lewis & Clark Col
lege sponsored an Evening with P a u l S.
W rig h t readings, recollections, and stories. In
Feb., Paul suffered what the doctors called a
m inor h e art attack and, at this writing, is recov
ering. Best w ishes, cards, and letters may be
sen t to: 411 S.W. Bancroft S t, Portland, OR
97201.
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Please write.
Secretary: H azel E d w a rd s L aw ren ce, 8 8 8 3
B ro w n in g Dr., #204, W aterville, O H 43566.

M A R R I A G E S
’6 9 E liz ab e th B a u m a n n and David H. Ahl,
June 18,1988.
’7 5 S te p h e n C la rk and N ongluk Tunyavanich,
July 9,1989.
’7 6 R ic h a rd D a sc h and Barbara May, Aug. 12,
1989.
’8 2 A n n e H ow es and David A nderson, Nov.
25,1989.
’8 9 J e n n ife r M u rs c h e l and Fritz Everson,
Aug. 19,1989.

B I R T H S
’6 9 To Nancy and R ic M artinez, son, Brock
Joseph, Sept. 4,1989.
’7 1 To J a n e t W in n e r and Richard Boutwell,
daughter, Phoebe Grace, Sept. 13,1989.
’7 3 To D avid and N a n cy (G ra h a m ’7 5 )
W h itm an , daughter, Caroline Graham
W hitm an, May 1,1989, joining sister, Elisa
beth Emily (3).
’7 4 To E lle n I d le r and Philip Ayers, son,
Alexander D ouglass Ayers, Nov. 1, 1989.
To Frank and S u s a n R a n so m C ollins,
third child, Allison Christine, Oct. 18,1989.
’7 5 To G regg and Faye M a th iso n S e re n e,
first child, C harles M athison “M att”
Serene, Nov. 5,1989.
To John and L in d y P a tte rs o n M oeller,
son, Daniel Logan, July 13,1989.
’7 6 To B re tt and M a rsh a G a u lt W dson,
daughter, Abby Caroline, Oct. 2,1989, join
ing brother, H art Daniel (7), and sisters,
Nora Joy (4) and Bethany Clare (1!4).
To F o rre s t and C y n th ia G re e n e M erten.
son, Mark, May 11, 1988.
’8 1 To D ennis King and C arolyn R u c k m a n King, quadruplets, Nicholas Ryan, Christo
p her Michael, M ary Elizabeth, Anna
M arie, June 2,1989.
Tb Ed and P a tty K ie n a s t C oyne, son,
Ryan Patrick, M arch 9,1989, joining broth
er, Jerem y Daniel (3).
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To John ’7 9 and Karen C accam o P eter
son , second child, Emily Elizabeth, April
10.1989.
’8 2 To Jeffrey ’8 4 and Lisa Trimble Hough,
daughter, M eghan Francis, April 17,1989,
joining brother, Ben (4).
To Jeff and Sarah Vodrey H endrickson,
daughter, Valerie Vodrey H endrickson,
Nov. 6,1989, joining sister, Julia (3!4).
’8 3 To Patrick and M elinda Warren
Shannon, first child, Trevor Woodhall,
Nov. 3,1989.
To B lake ’8 2 and Linda Paynter Rhein,
twins, Blake W endler and Sarah Christy,
June 29,1989.
To T hom as and Mary W orkman-Koning,
son, T hom as Robert, Nov. 2,1989.
To R obert LeCompte and Margot Watson,
daughter, Molly Watson LeCompte, Sept.
19.1989.
To Judy and John Wachtel, daughter.
Crystal Irene, Nov. 5,1989.
’8 4 To P eter and A ndrea Vine Schultz, son,
David Stewart, Feb. 20,1989.
To John ’8 3 and Bevan Evans E b ert
daughter, Rachel Elizabeth, Dec. 22,1989.

O B I T U A R I E S
’1 2 Vera Carson Harper, Dec. 7,1988,
at W estm inster G ardens in D uarte, CA. She was
the wife of Frederick L. Harper, pastor em eritus
of th e First P resbyterian C hurch of Geneva, NY.
F or h e r m any years of Red Cross service as a
nurse’s aid and Grey Lady both in civilian and
military hospitals, she received th e Red Cross
M eritorious Service Award. She was a life m em 
ber of the United Presbyterian Women’s Organi
zation. Surviving are two sons, Franklin ’44 and
David; four grandchildren; four great-grandchil
dren. H er husband died in 1979.
’1 4 Edith Howell, Oct. 29,1989, in
Beaver Falls, PA, after a long illness. She attend
ed Cornell U and taught E nglish in Minerva,
Alliance, and Sandusky, w here she was a m em 
ber of the Art Study Club and was a m em ber
and past president of the College Club. She was
a m em ber of College Hill Presbyterian Church,
Beaver Falls. Surviving are nephews George G.
Starr, Jr. ’27, David, and Jam es; and niece
M arian Starr ’34.
x ’1 4 Sara Craig Patterson, Dec. 13,
1989, after a long illness, in M assillon. She had
lived in W ooster for m ost of h e r life w here, for 31
years, she was employed at Freedlander’s, retir
ing in 1972. She was a m em ber of the First Pres
byterian C hurch in Wooster. Surviving are h e r
daughter, Sara Sweany; six grandchildren; 10
great-grandchildren.
x ’1 5 Ethel Barnett Ware, Nov. 1,1989,
at Friendship Village Health C enter in Colum
bus. She was a graduate of Millikin U and was
form erly a school teacher. She was a m em ber of
the C larksburg United M ethodist C hurch and
formerly a m em ber of Wednesday’s Literary
Club. H er husband preceded h e r in death.
’1 6 Jeannette J o n e s K unneke, Oct. 25,
1989, in Lakeland, FL. After graduation from
Wooster, she taught school in Colum bus Grove,
w here she had been bom . After h e r m arriage in
1922, she lived for 62 years in Louisville, KY,
w here she was active in h e r church and in Col-
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lege Club. Five years ago, she moved to a senior
citizen’s apartm ent in Lakeland, w here she took
part in m any activities. H er husband, John W.
K unneke x’10, died in 1975. Surviving are h e r
son, John; daughter, Edith Julson ’45; seven
grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
’1 9 Mary Vanderbilt R oulston, Dec. 25,
1989. B om of m issionary parents, she lived in
the Inky while attending both W ooster Prepara
tory D epartm ent and T he College of Wooster.
After further education at Presbyterian Hospital
School of N ursing in New York City, she
received h e r R.N. in 1922. In 1926, she began
serving as a m issionary nurse in China, w here
she m et T he Rev. William Roulston. T hey were
m arried on Ju n e 11,1929. D uring h e r years in
China, she was involved in nursing education.
Leaving China just before the outbreak of W.W.
II, she becam e actively involved in the responsi
bilities of being a pastor’s wife and continued to
teach in various schools of nursing. H er retire
m ent was spent near Philadelphia, PA, She is
rem em bered for h e r hospitality and h e r concern
for those in need. H er husband predeceased her
in 1981. Surviving are two daughters, Katherine
W iliam s ’51 and Jean Elizabeth Cam eron ’54;
six grandchildren; sister, M argaret D ettm ers ’23.
x ’2 0 Dw ight M. C harles, Nov. 25,1989,
in Sebring, w here he lived for a short time. He
was a U.S. Navy veteran of W.W. I and a graduate
of Case W estern Reserve U. Before retiring in
1963, he was an electrical engineer for Reliance
Electric Corporation in Cleveland. He served for
16 years on th e city council in South Euclid and
as its president for six of those years; was a M as
ter M ason with M asonic Lodge 731 in Lyndhurst; and was a m em ber, elder, and deacon in
T he Christian C hurch in Cleveland.
After retirem ent, h e moved to F ort Laud
erdale, FL, w here h e was a m em ber of Wilton
M anors Christian C hurch and was state corre
sponding secretary for the Florida Regional
Christian Men’s Fellowship. His wife, Virginia,
died in 1983. Surviving are his son, Dean;
daughters, M arjorie Brainard and Janet Bolton;
10 grandchildren; 15 great-grandchildren.
’2 1 W illiam A. Clabaugh, June 1,1983,
at Franklin United M ethodist Hom e in Franklin,
IN, w here h e had resided since 1966. He was an
insurance broker for 40 years, retiring in 1965.
His wife, M arguerite (Prentice x ’24) died in
1975. T here are no known survivors.
’2 2 M ildred N . Morgan, April 25, 1988,
at the Presbyterian Hom e of the M oshannon
Valley in Philipsburg, PA She received h e r M.A.
from Columbia U and had worked for many
years in the adm issions office at Pennsylvania
State U. A niece survives.
’2 3 A lexander E. Sharp, a retired Pres
byterian minister, Oct. 26,1989. A graduate of
M cCorm ick Theological Seminary, Sharp was
the pastor of the First Presbyterian C hurch of
Columbus, IN, from 1932-39. He then becam e
synod executive of the Synod of Indiana for the
Presbyterian Church, a post h e held for 10
years. From 1949 to 1962, he was administrative
secretary for the Board of National M issions of
the Presbyterian Church. He retired in 1970. His
wife, M ary Elizabeth, died in 1972. Surviving are
two children, Alexander Sharp and Elizabeth
Sager Sharp; two grandchildren; two brothers,
Walter ’29 and William ’32.
x ’2 4 A lice C um m ing Lowe, Nov. 26,
1989, in M adison, WI. She retired from the U of
W isconsin in 1968, after 22 years of service

w hich began at th e U of W isconsin in Milwau
kee as assistant registrar and continued in Madi
son, w here she held the position of graduate
school exam iner for 12 years prior to h e r retire
m ent. She was a m em ber of th e First Congrega
tional Church. H er husband, Willard A. Lowe,
died in 1972. Surviving are two daughters,
M artha K resse and M ary Alice Findorff; five
grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; sister,
Lois Dugdale.
’2 5 Margaret R obbins M itchell, Nov.
18,1989, in Wooster, w here she had resided
since 1930. She was a m em ber of the First Pres
byterian Church, the D aughters of the Am erican
Revolution, W ooster Garden Study Club, Girl
Scouts, and M onday Club. H er husband,
William ’21, died in 1974. Surviving are two chil
dren, William R. and Barbara Tull; seven grand
children; three great-grandchildren; sister
Rebecca M aus ’33; two brothers, Joseph and
M orrison.
x ’2 6 F loren ce L. Vanderbilt, Dec. 8,
1989, in Rosemont, PA. She spent m ost of her
life in New York City w here, in 1927, she gradu
ated from Columbia University School of N urs
ing. She then joined Colum bia’s nursing staff
and later served as head nurse and as a m em ber
of the faculty. She retired in 1968 as director of
student activities and health. She was popular
with the students for h e r innovative teaching
m ethods and h e r sense of humor.
Born of Presbyterian m issionary parents
in Mexico, she was the youngest of three daugh
ters. She was active in the Presbyterian church
and was a volunteer for M eals on W heels. After
h e r retirem ent, she and a close friend lived on
Cape Cod for nine years and in southern Califor
nia for nine years. For the last three years, she
lived in Rosem ont Presbyterian Village. Surviv
ing are h e r sister, M argaret D ettm ers ’23; three
nieces, M argaret Johnston Gurney ’51, Kather
ine Roulston Williams ’51, Jean Roulston
Cam eron ’54; two nephews, William V Johnston
’50 and Robert F. Johnston ’56.
’2 7 Edward S. Avison, Nov. 5,1989, of
cancer, in St. Louis, MO. He was the youngest
son of m edical m issionaries in Korea, w here he
was born. His M.A. in speech and dram a was
earned at N orthw estern U. D uring h is teaching
career, h e taught at W ooster (1931-32), Purdue
U, N ortheast M issouri State Teacher’s College,
and Hope College, w here h e founded th e Hope
College T heatre in 1948. After 20 years of teach
ing, he becam e the statewide representative in
adult education for the U of Kansas, retiring in
1974, after 22 years of service. A loyal Woosterite, Avison served as men’s secretary for his
class from 1947 to 1952. Surviving are his wife of
60 years, Alberta (Ruse ’27); two daughters, Eliz
abeth Swenson and M ary McKean; eight grand
children; eight great-grandchildren. His son,
Edward S. Avison, Jr. x’52, preceded him in
death.
’2 9 Jay W. Blum , of Urbana, July 4,
1989. A teacher of econom ics, he earned his
M.A. and Ph.D. from Princeton U. A m ong other
colleges and universities, he taught at Kenyon
College and H eidelberg College. W hile teaching
at Kenyon, he received a leave of absence to
accept an appointm ent as security analyst with
the Securities and Exchange Com m ission in
W ashington, DC, in 1938-39. Kenyon again
released him from 1942 to 1944 to teach at Duke
U. In 1948, he taught one sem ester at Oklahoma
A & M (now Oklahom a State) and then went to
teach at Linfield College in Oregon for five
years. From 1953 to 1958, he and his family
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operated their dairy farm in Urbana. He
returned to teaching econom ics in 1958 at Hei
delberg College, retiring in 1970. W hile there,
he also coached the tennis team. After his retire
m ent, h e returned to his farm, w hich he nam ed
Broadmede, and developed a good herd of regis
tered Holsteins. Surviving are his wife, Marian,
and daughter, Gretchen. D aughter M ary Blum
’64 predeceased him.
’2 9 J a m es F. D onald, a retired minister,
Oct. 8,1989, in Youngstown. He received his
B.D. and M A from M cCorm ick Theological
Sem inary and had served as a Chaplain with the
U.S. Army, holding the rank of captain. During
his 39 years as an ordained minister, he served
churches in Indiana, Pennsylvania, Ohio, and in
Bolton and Toronto, Ontario, Canada. He also
served two term s as m oderator of the Presbytery
of E ast Toronto. He retired in 1973. Surviving are
his wife, M arion (Kneeland ’27); two sons,
David ’55 and Jam es ’61; one daughter, Janet
Storch ’57.
x ’2 9 Myron D . Markley, Nov. 29, 1989,
in Fort Myers, FL, w here he had resided for the
last two years. A M eriden, CE resident for more
than 40 years, h e was the form er vice president
of the New England G ear Works, Cheshire, and
the Com monwealth G ear Works, Salisbury, PA,
before selling the business in 1968. He subse
quently retired as vice president of the Markley
G ear Works in M eriden in 1984. He attended
M cGregor Baptist C hurch in F ort Myers and
was a m em ber of the M eriden Lodge of M asons,
the Scottish Rite M asons of Hartford, the Sphinx
Temple Shrine in Hartford, and Araba Temple
Shrine in F ort Myers. He was past president of
the Arabian Shrine Club of M eriden and Kaabans Shrine Club of W aterbury and was also a
m em ber of th e Hartford C ourt of the Royal
O rder of Jesters. Surviving are his wife of 60
years, Lucille; two daughters, Sally Marlowe and
Myrna Lou Long ’58; five grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren; two sisters.
’2 9 Elizabeth M cGaw Santantonio, of
St. Jam es, NY, M arch, 1989. She received an
M.A. from Colum bia U T eacher’s College, and
for a tim e she was recreation supervisor at Cen
tral Islip State Hospital, NY H er husband,
Michael, died in 1968. Surviving are three
daughters, Grazielle Simonette, Eleanor Tolan,
and M ichelle Forster; five grandchildren.
’3 0 Arthur J. A ckerm an, of Crystal
Lake, IL, Jan. 7,1989. A retired chem ist, he had
worked for 30 years for the form er Pure Oil
Company of Crystal Lake. He was an active
m em ber of First United M ethodist C hurch and
was a charter m em ber of the Crystal Lake Kiwanis Club. Involved in com m unity affairs, he was
a form er m em ber of the District 47 school board
and a form er m em ber of the Crystal Lake plan
ning comm ission. Surviving are his wife, Marian
(Wilcox ’30); two daughters, M ary Ellen Singer
and Janet Nicholson; one son, Paul; nine grand
children; one great-grandchild; brother, Harold
27; sister, Grace W ise ’38.
’3 0 A llaB elle Cropp G est received
what she would have called h e r “Direct Flight”
on New Year’s Eve (Dec. 31,1989) w hen she
died suddenly, after a h eart attack, only days
after writing in h e r year-end letter: “I g uess I am
ready to see w hat 1990 has to o ffe r. . . may the
new year b ring P eace and an increasing am ount

°fJustice.”
W hen AllaBelle wrote h e r own obituary
for the Santa Barbara newspaper, she recalled
her service as a Pink Lady at Cottage Hospital,
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elder and deacon at First Presbyterian Church,
teaching English to student nurses at Presbyteri
an Hospital in San Juan, Puerto Rico, director of
Christian education and trustee at Menaul
School in Albuquerque, NM, treasurer of the
United Religious Conference of the U of New
Mexico. She also reported h e r 1951 m arriage to
Ben Gest, who died in 1968, and h e r being sur
vived by a daughter and grandson by that
marriage.
However, I suspect those of us to w hom
she was “Aunt Bey” and to h e r Wooster class
m ates, friends, and colleagues (in 1936-37 she
worked on the Alumni Directory and becam e
assistant alumni secretary), AllaBelle was so
m uch m ore than she so modestly reported. One
of h e r 1989 highlights was the People magazine
story about h e r Wooster-based round-robin let
ter. Many may recall that the story was used by
Phil Donahue for a TV show on which A laBelle
and som e of h e r college friends appeared in a
surprise “reunion.”
A laB elle was the third Cropp of h e r gen
eration to attend Wooster. At h e r m em orial ser
vice, A ’s son, John, shared the following words
which he and Fritz’ son, Fred, had written and
which I believe characterize A laBelle as Woosterians will rem em ber her.
“I believe Aunt Bey is a true example of
what a Christian individual should be . . . a per
son with a special glow and peace inside which
allowed h e r to enjoy life to its fu lle st. . . a person
who was at peace with herself and with others.
This characteristic was exemplified by her
cheerfulness, h e r thoughtfulness, h e r loving joyfilled, comm itted and accepting style of life .. . .
Unlike many people you m eet early in life but
w hose importance may diminish as you grow
older, Aunt Bey assum ed a m ore im portant role
in our lives as her brothers, our fathers, preced
ed h e r in death.
“Aunt Bey was always concerned with all
the people on our Earth — especially those less
fortunate than s h e . . . less fortunate than we.
She was a m issionary all of h e r life. H er mission
field was wherever she was-----”
T here were m any m ore thoughts and
words w hich will be gladly shared with anyone
who asks. Sarah Painter ’25 perhaps best sum 
m arized our thoughts w hen she quietly and suc
cinctly said: ‘Til just m iss knowing she’s
around.” We all do. Surviving are h e r daughter,
Adelaide J. Gest; two nephews, Robert H. Cropp
and Frederick W. Cropp III '54; great-nephews,
Frederick W. Cropp IV ’82, Kevin A. Cropp ’92,
Tom Cropp; great-nieces, Julie Cropp, Carol
Cropp, and Jennifer Belmont ’91.
by Fred W. Cropp ’54

’3 1 M a rth a W ith e rsp o o n D u n lap ,
June 24,1989, in Tucson, AZ. She received her
R N from St. Luke’s Nursing School in Cleve
land and worked in the Pittsburgh, PA, area as a
nursing instructor and in a physicians practice.
Later, she was a public school nurse and super
visor in the Greensburg, PA, area. She was the
president of the Westmoreland County Public
School N urses’ Association, charter m em ber of
W estmoreland County Garden Club, and a m em 
b e r of the G reensburg Quota Club. An active
m em ber of St. M ark’s Lutheran Church in New
Stanton, PAshe was also a life m em ber of the
United Lutheran Church Women.
In 1973, she and h e r husband, John,
retired to Sun City, AZ, where she was active in
the United Church of Sun City, serving as a dea
coness and on the board of missions. Stricken
by acute leukem ia in 1974, she was one of the
first group of patients to be treated successfully

with chemotherapy. After h e r recovery from
leukem ia, she began writing poetry and taking
classes in poetry and writing. H er h usband of
alm ost 52 years died on Jan. 14, 1989. Surviving
are two sons, J. Lawrence ’61 and Richard; four
grandchildren; sister, M ary Fox ’31.
’3 2 H erbert A. Gates, Nov. 13, 1989, in
Austinbuig, w here he had lived since 1937. D ur
ing W.W. II, h e served as a m edic in th e E uro
pean theater. He received his B.S. in education
and his M A in zoology from Ohio State U. His
entire working career was spent at Grand River
Academy in Austinburg, w here h e retired in
1970, after 33 years of service. W hile associated
with the academy, he taught science, m athem at
ics and French and later served as director of
adm issions, dean of students, principal, assis
tant headm aster and, from 1966-69, headm aster.
Largely through his efforts, the school grew
from a junior boarding school with 15 young
m en in the ’30s to a secondary school with over
100 students at the tim e of his retirem ent. Sur
viving are two step-sisters, M arian Wilcox Acker
m an ’30 and Roberta Allen; three nephews,
David Allen ’65, John B. Crowe ’69, and Jam es
Crowe.
x ’3 2 P aul J. G uenther, of Notre Dame,
IN, Oct. 22, 1988. H e becam e a m onk in 1931
and was known as B rother Austin Guenther,
C.S.C. He served in seven apostolic appoint
m ents, m ostly in Notre Dame. T here are no
known survivors.
’3 2 M abel E. Schriber, Nov. 16, 1989, at
h e r hom e in Carnegie, PA She was a social
work supervisor for the Pennsylvania D epart
m ent of Public A ssistance for m any years. After
h e r retirem ent in 1969, she served as a volun
teer at St. Clair M em orial Hospital. She was a
m em ber of the Mt. Lebanon United Presbyteri
an Church. Surviving are two brothers; one
nephew; three nieces.
’3 2 Elizabeth Fracker Thayer, Dec. 23,
1989, in Columbus, w here she had resided for
the last four years. She and h e r husband,
Charley, lived in Kennett Square, PA for alm ost
30 years. T here, they raised three children, and
Elizabeth also worked as a librarian. After h e r
husband retired, the Thayers moved to Bristol
Village in Waverly and lived there for 11 years
before moving to Columbus. A woman who
dem onstrated h e r faith and beliefs through
action, she was active in women’s organizations
in the Presbyterian churches of K ennett Square
and Waverly and served as an elder in th e Ken
nett Square church and as a deacon in both
churches. Also active in com m unity organiza
tions, she served as a Girl Scout and Cub Scout
leader, and she did significant work with the
m igrant w orker com m unity in K ennett Square.
H er husband, to w hom she was m arried for 54
years, died in April, 1988. Surviving are three
children, C harles ’66, Carol Jo Heald, Patricia
Balthis; nine grandchildren; one great-grand
child; three sisters, one of w hom is Phila
King ’28; one brother.
x ’3 3 Sam u el J. Currie, April, 1988, in
Oceanside, CA, w here he was living in retire
m ent. After military service in WW. II, Samuel
returned to his native town of W hitinsville, MA.
He lived there until h e retired. He was th e pro
prietor of Currie’s Gift Shop in W hitinsville. He
is survived by h is sister, Jane C. Leslie.
’3 3 John H. Graham, Dec. 7,1987,
after a year of illness and hospitalization. He
m ajored in chem istry and biology at Wooster
and received his M.D. from W estern Reserve U
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in 1939. H e served in th e U.S. Army during WW.
II, attaining th e rank of captain. In h is m edical
practice, he specialized in care of the eyes. His
wife, Joyce, survives.
x ’3 3 J o e K. H alderm an, Nov. 17,1989.
After one year at Wooster, Joe w ent to Miami U,
w here he received the B.S. in 1933. He and
Blanche (Straub ’34) were m arried on Jan. 25,
1935. Joe’s career was at the B auer L adder Com
pany from which he retired as vice president,
after 37 years of service. T hroughout his life he
was active in civic affairs. In 1973, w hen h e was
awarded the Red Triangle for outstanding ser
vice to the YMCA and to the youth of th e Woost
e r area, it was noted th at h e had been a director
of the United Way, chair of the m anufacturer’s
division of the W ooster C ham ber of Com merce,
director of Rotary, president of the American
Ladder Institute, and a deacon and elder of the
Trinity United C hurch of Christ. He is survived
by h is wife, Blanche (Straub ’34) Halderm an;
daughter, Susanne Hadley; son, Dr. John R. Hal
derm an; five grandchildren; two great-grandchil
dren; sister, Patricia Eckstein; brother, C. Mac
Halderm an.
x ’3 3 G eorge M. M cSherry, who died
on Sept. 25,1989, was a direct link between
Orville W right and m odern aviation. As a neigh
bor, George learned about aerodynam ics and
flight theory from Orville W right. After one year
at W ooster and a degree from Ohio State Univer
sity in 1933, George started his career in aviation
as a flight instructor, airline pilot, and station
m anager for TWA and Columbia Airlines. From
the position of airport m anager at th e Dayton
Airport, he went to the position of assistant
director of La Guardia A irport in New York City.
W hen Idlewild Airport (now John F. Kennedy
Airport) was com ing into being, G eoige was
general m anager of w hat was to becom e the hub
of transatlantic air traffic for th e world’s biggest
airlines. Later he becam e assistant general m an
ager of the Port of New York Authority, then
executive director of the D ade County Port
Authority (Miami, FL), and still later, general
m anager of the Los Angeles D epartm ent of Air
ports for Planning and Operations. M ary Sachs
M cSherry, who was m arried to George on Jan.
6,1938, died in 1984. H e is survived by two
daughters, Virginia W eber and M aribel
Boyd; one son, George W M cSherry; she
grandchildren.
x ’3 3 Roger T hom p son , Aug. 30,1989.
After one year at Wooster, Roger studied engi
neering at Ohio State U for two years. His entire
career was with B endix-W estinghouse Automo
tive Air Brake Company, from w hich h e retired
as designer draftsman. On Dec. 9,1939, h e m ar
ried Pauline B. Storrer, who survives him. In
1938, they moved to Richmond, CA, to be near
their daughter, M ary E. T hom pson, who also
survives.
x ’3 3 John S. M iller, Nov. 6, 1989. John,
who was with the class of 1933 for one year, was
b om in Kilgore. For 30 years, h e owned and
operated a greenhouse in Kilgore. He was a
m em ber of the Kilgore United M ethodist
Church. Surviving are his wife, G retchen Ferrell
Miller; daughter, Avis Phillips; one granddaugh
ter and one great-grandson.
x ’3 7 H elen Dye Batchelder, Nov. 10,
1989, at Pomeroy Hill N ursing H om e in Liver
m ore Falls, ME. She attended Kent State U, T he
College of Steubenville, and Farm ington State
Teachers College. In 1955, she m arried John
Batchelder, and lived in Jay, ME, until the tim e
of h e r death. D uring recent years, she attended
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Grace Baptist C hurch in N orth Jay. A hom em ak
er, she enjoyed gardening, knitting, and photog
raphy. She was a m em ber of G race Baptist
Church. Surviving are h e r husband, John; sister,
Agnes K err ’32.
x ’3 7 Fred M. Carothers, of Altoona, PA
Jan. 20,1989. He was a graduate of Rutgers U. A
retired vice president and secretary of the Cen
tral Counties B ank of Altoona, h e was a m em ber
of Kiwanis, the M asonic Lodge, did volunteer
work, and enjoyed golfing and fishing. Surviving
are his wife, Elizabeth; son, Richard; three
grandchildren.
x ’4 2 Elberta Wagner Flem ing, founder
and director of the Lake Erie Nature and Sci
ence C enter in Bay Village, Nov. 17,1989, in San
Diego, C A An educator and environmentalist,
Flem ing dedicated h e r life to helping children
develop an interest in th e environm ent, nurture
of living creatures, and care of natural resources
and m aterials. W anting to provide a place with
living anim als w here children could explore, she
founded the Lake Erie Nature and Science Cen
ter in 1945. U nder h e r leadership the nature
center grew from a small operation in h e r hom e
in Bay Village to a multimillion-dollar complex
visited by thousands each year. H er insistence
on the “hands on” experience and th e introduc
tion of wildlife rehabilitation in the center’s
classroom s and h e r teenage curator program
earned h e r the reputation as a pioneer in the
field.
After h e r retirem ent from the nature cen
te r in 1977, she and h e r h usband moved to San
Diego, w here she continued h e r educational
work with children. She was involved in volun
teer work at the San Diego Zoo, Sea World, and
Scripps Institution of Oceanography and was a
m em ber of the Friends of Los Penasquitos
Canyon Preserve.
For h e r earlier work as a comm ercial
artist, illustrating and writing children’s books
and scientific articles, she received m any
awards, including the Elsie B. N aum burg Award
in 1961 and the F ounders Award in 1986, both
from the Natural Science for Tbuth Foundation.
A prom inent educator, she received num erous
awards for h e r conservation education and
received regional and national recognition for
h e r achievem ents in the m ovem ent to prom ote
natural science education. In 1973, she received
an honorary D octor of H um anities degree from
Wooster.
W hile at Wooster, she studied biology and
augm ented h e r slender finances in a variety of
creative ways: she used h e r artistic talent to draw
grasses and other specim ens for Dr. M organ
Evans of the Ohio State University Science and
Development Center; she organized and cata
logued the College biology departm ent’s natural
history m useum ; she took perceptive pho
tographs of faculty children and worked for her
room with a faculty family.
T hose who knew h e r will rem em ber h e r
favorite statem ent: “A child’s curiosity is a pre
cious thing.” T his was not m ere verbiage; she
com m itted h e r life to nurturing that curiosity
and im parting h e r zest and joy for nature and
science. Surviving are h e r husband, William;
two sons, Alex ’66 and David ’70; three
grandchildren.
’4 3 H. P hilip H ofm ann, Oct. 25, 1989,
in Oxford, w here h e had lived since 1952. D ur
ing W.W. II, he served in the U.S. M arine Corps
and saw action in the South Pacific. A graduate
of W estern Reserve School of Dentistry, he
began his dental practice in Oxford and served
the com m unity for 37 years. He was known as a

quiet-spoken m an with a keen sense of humor,
and h e was regarded as a good and trusted
friend by h is m any patients. Active in the coun
ty’s Keely Dental Society and in his community,
h e was a patron of the arts w ho especially
enjoyed concerts. He was a Past M aster of the
Oxford M asonic Lodge, a Past Patron of the
O rder of the Eastern Star No. 225, a past chair
of the M unicipal Welfare Board, and a m em ber
of the Hamilton York Rite and Scottish Rite of
Cincinnati organizations and the Oxford Lions
Club. He served as an elder and deacon of the
Oxford Presbyterian Church. His wife, Jean,
w hom h e m arried in 1950, and two sons prede
ceased him. Surviving are two sons, Norm an ’73
and Robert; daughter, Beth Hofmann; brother,
Jam es ’41; sister, Christine M etcalf ’40; several
nieces and nephew s am ong w hom are Edward
Hofmann ’68 and M argaret M etcalf '82.
x ’4 3 Jane L. P aulin, Nov. 17, 1989, of
cancer, in Canfield w here she was bom . A grad
uate of Ohio State U, she received h e r M.A. from
W estm inster College. She was a teach er of m ath
em atics at Canfield High School for 38 years. A
m em ber of local and national professional orga
nizations, she also was a m em ber of the Canfield United M ethodist Church, Junior
W im odaughsis Club, W ednesday N ight Friend
ship Club, and th e National Republican Con
gressional Committee. H er sister, Geraldine
Wetmore, survives.
’4 4 E leanor R. H om an, Aug. 3, 1989, in
Chardon. Upon graduation, she joined th e U.S.
Navy. After a career of 20 years, she retired as a
Lieutenant Com m ander and lived in San Diego.
In 1968, she received h e r M.S. from California
State College at Los A ngeles and becam e a
social w orker for San Diego County, retiring a
few years ago. Class m em bers will rem em ber
th e poem, Prexy, that she wrote in honor of Pres
ident W ishart, for the 60th annual dinner of the
W ooster Alumni Association, May 13,1944. Sur
viving are two sisters, M arjorie Vutetakis ’50 and
Priscilla Jackson ’57.
’4 7 L ucille S teph en E ccleston, of Salis
bury, MD, Aug. 19,1988. For the last 12 years,
she was docent of the Salisbury Zoo, w here she
contributed h e r knowledge, enthusiasm , tim e
and resources to zoo educational program s. In
rem em brance of her, the zoo dedicated the
Lucille Eccleston M emorial Pavilion on June 28,
1989. W ith the help of h e r son, Stephen, the zoo
landscaped the pavilion with the flowers that
Lucille loved. She was a m em ber of the Wicomi
co Presbyterian Church, the Friends of the Salis
bury Zoo, the Ward Foundation, and the M edi
cal Auxiliary of Wicomico County. Surviving are
two sons, Stephen and David; daughter, Karen
Mayne; two grandsons.
’5 1 P aul H. Netzly, June 25, 1989, at his
hom e in Delta. From 1945 to 1947, h e served in
the U.S. Army. He received his M.Div. from
E den Theological Sem inary and served Ohio
United C hurch of C hrist pastorates in Delta,
New Bavaria, South Charleston, and Bloomville.
Illness forced his retirem ent from the ministry
in 1981. He is survived by his wife, Joan, and
three daughters.
x ’5 4 Laurence F. Drewry, of Seattle,
WA, May 8,1989. He received his B.A. from
Sacram ento State College and was a free-lance
writer, poet, and actor. Earlier, h e had been the
registrar for Parks School of B usiness in Denver,
CO, and had been director of adm issions at
Heald College in Sacram ento, CA. His wife,
M ary Ann, and two daughters survive.
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x ’5 7 Lenore W eim er Leeder, Dec. 17,
1989, in Euclid, after a long illness. She received
h e r B.S. from Francis Payne Bolton School of
N ursing in Cleveland. An R.N., she was
employed at W ooster C om m unity Hospital from
1957-59 and was an office nurse in the W ooster
area from 1959-61. Surviving are h e r husband,
John, ’57; four daughters; two sisters, Elsie Hoff
’50 and Sarah Bitzer ’58.

m em ber of the SUNY Choral Union and the
H om er Congregational Church, w here she sang
in the choir. In 1982-83, she was a youth adviso
ry delegate to the Presbyterian Synod of the
N ortheast and to the synod’s general assembly.
Surviving are h e r husband, Jam es ’84, whom
sh e m arried on Aug. 9,1986; h e r parents, Stuart
and M ary Ann Nelson; brother, Richard; sister,
Kristen L. Nelson.

’5 8 Robert L. Patterson, of Long
Beach, NY, Ju n e 7,1989. A school guidance
counselor, h e received his M.A. in education
from SUNY at Albany and his M.A. in guidance
counseling from M ichigan State U. He was pastpresident of th e New York State Guidance Coun
seling Association and was chair of the guidance
departm ent of Long Beach High School at the
tim e of his death.
He brought his love of sailing to Wooster,
and in his sophom ore year, h e was instrum ental
in the establishm ent of the W ooster Sailing
Club, w hich becam e the third largest collegiate
fleet in th e Midwest. T hroughout his life, he
owned and sailed various boats and especially
enjoyed sailing his latest, a 33-foot Pierson, on
Long Island Sound. He is interred at C hau
tauqua, NY, w here he learned to sail as a boy.
Surviving are th ree sons, Richard, Robert, and
David; three grandchildren; mother, G ertrude
(Lippincott ’31) Patterson; sister, Trudy Colflesh
’61; brothers, C. M eade ’40, Jam es M. ’48,
Clark ’67.

We have received word of the following
deaths b u t have no further information.

’6 3 W ilson V. Skelton, Dec. 27, 1989, in
Ashland, w here h e had resided since 1980. He
received his M.A. from Ohio State U and had
taught E nglish and speech in the Richland area
schools from 1963 to 1975. He th en joined the
family b usiness, Skelton’s, Inc., in M ansfield as
vice president and treasurer. He was a m em ber
of the First Presbyterian C hurch and was a
m em ber and director of th e M ansfield Play
house. His father and brother survive.
x ’7 6 Guy M. Larew, April 13, 1988,
while diving at St. John’s Island on a family vaca
tion. He was a chem ical engineer for Am erican
Electric Power Com pany in Columbus. Surviv
ing are his wife, Julia, w hom h e m arried in 1985;
daughter, Natalie; his parents, John and Lillian
(Kesel ’46) Larew; brother, Christian; sisters,
Laura and Gabrielle; aunt, Rose M arie
(Kesel ’48) M okodean.
’7 7 Scott O. N iem ann, Dec. 16, 1989, in
M edina. His M.A. in philosophy was earned at
Cleveland State U, and h e was an instructor at
Bryant & Stratton B usiness Institute, Lakeland
Com munity College, and Cuyahoga Com munity
College. He served in the U.S. M arine Corps,
receiving the M eritorious M ast Award, and was
also a skilled horsem an. He attended the United
C hurch of C hrist Congregational of M edina.
Surviving are his wife, Cindy, w hom h e m arried
on Sept. 2,1989; his parents, Mr. and Mrs.
Elwood H. Niemann; brother, Craig; sister,
Diane Sherrill.
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Elizabeth G rim shaw Stiffler.
Walter F. D euber.
Virginia G reen H aines, Nov. 2,1989.
Sterling W. R ounds, M arch, 1986.
Lillian R ice Shipm an.
J. E m m ett Ferrell.
Byron Saneholtz, May, 1985.
D on R. C um m ins, 1985.
K enneth L. A nderson.
F. A. G reicius, Sept. 4,1989.
Robert A. H om an, 1986.
H. G anse Little, Jan. 2, 1990.
April B ow ser Davis.
Lenore B eyer Mark, Jan., 1989.

T h e following obituaries will appear in the
Sum m er issue:
’1 5
x ’1 8
x ’2 2
’3 1
’3 3
’3 4
’3 5
x ’3 6
’4 0
’4 2
’4 4
x ’4 6
’4 8

M ilton S. W illiam s, Jan. 14,1990.
K athleen Cam pbell Patton, Jan. 8,
1990.
B. M ay Naftzger Sinclair, Feb. 13,
1990.
Mary Ihrig Pfeister, April 14,1989.
R ichardson L. Rice, Feb. 7,1990.
Margaret M cM illen, Jan. 26,1990.
F loren ce C h eesem an Grafton. Feb. 7,
1990.
Vance R. Shaw, Feb. 8, 1990.
E. P erry H icks, Dec. 24,1989.
P au l F. Troxel, Jan. 14,1990.
D onald I. Son nedeck er, Feb. 3,1990.
E leanor Wolford B levins, Oct. 1,1989.
L eslie E. Pritchard, Jr., Nov. 29,1989.
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R u sse ll M. Jon es, lecturer in urban
studies at W ooster from 1970-75, died Nov. 17,
1989, of cancer, in Columbus. He received his

T h e departm ent of classical studies
regrets to announce th at it h as received news of
the death of Dr. R ahim Ram an, on Jan. 9,1990,
in Brussels, w here h e was employed as a transla
to r at NATO.
Dr. Raman was a m em ber of the faculty of
T he College of W ooster from 1973-78 and chair
person of th e departm ent of classical studies
from 1976-78. Dr. Vivian Holliday, classical stud
ies and history, speaks for m any of Dr. Raman’s
friends and form er colleagues and students in
the United States in the following words of eulo
gy to Rahim Raman.
“Raman was extraordinary in m any ways
b u t m ost of all in his m agnanim ous outlook on
life. In his daily activities h e confirm ed th e infi
nite beauty of each hum an being and the worth
of each m om ent, however routine, in our daily
lives. We can best pay our respects to Rahim
Raman, superb scholar and teach er and irre
placeable friend, by recognizing th e unique
beauty of each of those around u s and celebrat
ing the daily joys of being alive.
“A ve et Vale, my friend from th e lie of
M auritius. May your spirit live in the hearts of
all of us who had the good fortune to know you.”
T hose wishing to express th eir sym pathy
to Dr. Raman’s family may do so by w riting to
Rahim ’s mother, Mrs. M ariam Raman, 130,
Route Royale, Beau Bassin, M auritius.
T hose w ishing to contribute to an appro
priate m em orial to the m em ory of Dr. Raman at
T h e College of W ooster may send a check to
T h e College of Wooster, Raman Memorial,
Galpin Hall, Wooster, OH 44691.

E D JT O jrS CORNER
Inform ation in the Class Notes has been
compiled from reports by th e class secretaries,
newspapers, press releases, and letters to the
Alumni Office or the editors. Class secretaries:
please note the following deadlines for each
issue of Wooster.
Fall:
August 18
W inter: O ctober 22
Spring: F ebruary 2
Sum m er Non-reunion Classes: May 13
Sum m er Reunion Classes:
Ju n e 13

x ’7 9 V incent A. C olem an, of Cincinnati,
Oct. 7,1989. At th e tim e of his death, he was
employed by General Electric. Surviving are his
wife, Pamela, w hom he m arried on Ju n e 9,1984;
daughter, Lauren; parents, Mr. and Mrs. John
M. Coleman; two brothers, Phillip and Anthony.
’8 6 K im berly N e lso n Ulrich, Dec. 8,
1989, in the SUNY H ealth Science Center, Syra
cuse, NY, of leukem ia. She did graduate work at
SUNY at Plattsburgh and was a m athem atics
teacher at McGraw H igh School in Cortland,
NY. In addition to m em bership in the New York
M athem atics Teachers’ Association, she was a

for the YMCA in Columbus. H e th en served for
seven years as associate director of the Colum 
b u s Area Council of C hurches and for two years
was executive director of the C olum bus Civil
Rights Council. He was a m em ber of Colum bus
City Council during 1960 and 1961.
In 1965, h e b ecam e field director of the
M idwest field office of the U.S. Com m ission on
Civil Rights in Chicago. Before com ing to the
College, h e was executive director of th e G reater
Cleveland U rban Coalition. From 1975-85,
Jones was the equal opportunity officer for the
C um m ings E ngine Com pany in Colum bus, IN.
Until 1988, h e worked as th e staff consultant to
th e Evansville (IN) Area M inority Supplier
Developm ent Council.
Surviving are his wife, M arie, and two
daughters, Renata H enry and Karen Sarjent.

Russell M. Jones

B.A in sociology from Virginia Union U and h is
B.D. from Lutheran Theological Seminary. From
1946-56, Jo n es was a program m er in interna
tional affairs, political action, and race relations

If you plan to have your wedding photo
graph appear in Wooster, consider having a cou
ple of black and white prints m ade w hen you
m ake arrangem ents with your photographer.
You will b e pleased with th e result.
^
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At the Sha . . . Pine Street Cafe
he Shack, a soda shop founded on
Pine Street in 1910 by sophomore
Fred Collins 13 and brought to glory
by William K. Syrios, gradually went
out of business in the late '60s and early 70s,
mostly because there was no longer a member
of the Syrios family available to run it.
Not incidentally, alcohol had become
legal on campus, the Chapel requirement had
disappeared, and smoking was allowed in
Mom’s Truck Stop in Lowry Center, which
opened in 1968.
Well, it’s 1990 and plus ga change. The
5
Pine Street Cafe opened March 19 at the
§
Shack’s location and is doing a fine business .
The building (still owned by the Syrios
Ea
family) housed a record store when Joanne
§
s
&.
Wood moved in. “I wanted the location for my
designing business [J.W. Designs],” she says,
Paul Koreman 91 and Corttney McClelland ’91 at the
and she thought something should be done
table (I.) and Tim Hillhouse ’90 and Lynn Renken ’92
with the extra commercial space. But the
at the counter enjoy the new Pine Street Cafe.
record business ate money, and Wood might
have given up if John Swartz '91 hadn’t been liv
purchased inexpensive materials and furniture
ing in the building’s basement apartment.
in the Wooster area, and “by a miracle,” put the
Swartz’s father (Roscoe ’52) “was a shackrat,
place together over spring break.
and my mom [Elizabeth Eaton Swartz ’52] used
On a couple of spring mornings, the
to come because she knew he’d be here.”
Cafe was home to an average of a dozen stu
Just returned from a year in Italy, where
dents (talking, reading, waking up) and faculty.
he had “subsisted in cafes,” Swartz took one
Peter Roff (Rabbi at the local Temple who has a
look at the closed record store and decided it
campus office in the old practice bouse across
was the perfect space for a cafe in Wooster.
Pine Street) got a cup of coffee to go; Elizabeth
Wood was skeptical. The persuasive
Castelli (religious studies) conducted a tutorial;
Swartz did a market survey on campus, and a
Barbara Hustwit (writing center) worked
line of students came in to tell Wood that, not
through a students paper with him over coffee.
only would they patronize such a place, but
Third-generation caferat Jennifer
they would also provide the volunteer help nec
McCreight ’93 looked right at home at a table
essary to get it started. Then Swartz and Wood
not far from where her parents, Edward Meyer
visited a couple of coffee houses in Cleveland,
and Lvnn Cherry McCreight ’66s, enjoyed

T

cokes some years ago. Her grandfather, James
Carroll McCreight ’39, later encountered with
Jennifer at a Westminster Church service, con
firmed that he, too, had spent time in the
Shack. “I studied Greek my freshman year,” he
said, “and as soon as I thought I knew how to
express a greeting, I went over to try it out on
Bill Syrios. He was very polite.”
The music is classical, alternating with
jazz, and unobtrusive. The coffee is excellent,
and the atmosphere is friendly and relaxed.
There is no smoking.
Our rating:

PHOTO BY MATr DILYARD

Tim Hillhouse and Abigail
W urf’90 are at the table,
just beyond some of the
quirky furniture where the
Shack’s booths used to be.
Volunteering behind the
counter at rear is secondgeneration caferat
Patricia Starek '92. Her
mother, Anne L. S ca ff’60,
and her father, Peter
Starek ’59, both patronized
the Shack.
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Gordon Tait (religious studies) illustrates what
must have been a fine point in cosmology in his
course, American Sects and Cults.

Elizabeth Castelli (religious studies) and some
of her students in The Psychology o f Religion.
Both photographs on this page are by Matt
Dilyard.

